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THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN 
VOL. I 

In this booklet you will find a number of letters, editorials, 
news items and advertisements, most of which have been selected from 
The British Columbian from the time it began publication on Feb. 13, 
1861 until the Royal Engineers disbanded in 1863 • 

The items have been arranged in chronological order and although 
you are offered a large selection, you will be Kading only a small 
part of the material in the British Columbian between Feb* 13 > 1861 
and Nov* 7> 1863. Editorials and news items have been selected and 
advertisements or smaller news items have been used as fillers but 
in every case the fillers have been taken from the same issue of the 
paper as the main items. 

There should be more than enough material for you to learn a 
great deal about life in New Westminster during this period, but if 
you become curious about seeing the papers from which these selections 
were taken, you can view them on microfilm in the Northwest Room of the 
Vancouver Public Library, the Reference Room in the New V^stminster 
Library or the Sixth floor of the UBC Main Library. 

Yolo II, to accompany this booklet, contains explanatory notes 
to assist you in analyzing these primary materials,, 



1. 



THE BRITISH COLUMBIAMT Wednesday, Feb. 13, 1861. 

Our Platform 

It is usual in the first issue of a newspaper to give an outline of the 
policy intended to be pursued in regard to the great public questions of the 
day; and as the British Columbian has been brought into existence for the 
express purpose of advocating certain measures, it is proper we should lay 
down our platform upon this our debut as an editor in British Columbia. 

The cardinal measures which we shall advocate are a RESIDENT GOVERNOR and 
HESPONSIBIE GOVERNMENT, or, in other words, REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS similar 
to those at present existing in the Eastern British Province and Australia. 
We shall advocate such changes to the tariff as will tend to encourage Commerce, 
ship-building and trade generally—the immediate improvement of the navigation 
of the Fraser River, the early survey of thepublic lands and the adoption of 
an enlightened and liberal land system calculated to keep out the speculator 
and encourage the actual settler— a system by which the miners can through 
representatives chosen by themselves make their own local laws, and regulate 
their own affairs — direct steam anfl other communication with foreign ports— 
a moderate tax upon Chinese— an export duty on gold dust— the abolition of all 
tonnage dues, mule taxes, and road tolls, except upon such roads as are completed 
and in good condition. 

We shall oppose all jobbery or favoritism in any of the Government Departments 
and advocate the system of selling the surveyed rural lands at auction, at 
least in the absence of any restriction and conditions as to actual settlement. 

We shall advocate an inter-denominational system of education upon a bread 

and liberal basis „ 

These we believe to be the most important questions at issue at the present 
time, and these, with many others which arise, shall receive our best attention 
and unwavering support. We have assumed the responsibilities connected with the 
editorial chair with many misgivings as to our ability to make the British 
Columbian what it ought to be. We therefore bespeak the forbearance of critics 
and the liberal support of all. The expense of publishing a newspaper here is 
very great, and nothing but a generous , and general patronage will enable us to 
carry out what we have undertaken, and this we confidently expect, as we are 
determined to make the British Columbian worthy of patronage. 

As yet we have not had an opportunity of organizing our staff of agents and 
correspondents, and consequently are not in a position to give our readers the 
variety of colonial and other information which we desire. But we would now 
say to all openly give us your best thoughts upon every useful and important 
topic, either in the shape of short and pithy articles for publication or facte 
and suggestions for our own use. It is our desire to have one or more good 
correspondents in every locality of importance in British Columbia in order 
that we may be kept thoroughly posted in the wants and resources of the colony. 
At the same time we wish it to be distinctly understood, in the outset that we 
do not promise to publish all that comes to hand. While we are, in a sense, 
responsible for what may appear in our columns, we must be allowed to select 
and manage the matter as we think proper;' An article will not be rejected on 
account of its differing with our own views if it be .©the rwioe. suitable j .but 
all communications characterized by scurility or per sonal abgne will be at once 
committed to the flames . We shall publish nothing that will hot tend towards the 
accomplishment of the great object we have in view". ' viz ; . ' Responsible Government 
liberal institutions, the redress of all our grievances, an d the moral and inteU- 
ectual improvement of the people. 
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The British Columbia Convention 

Its Origin and Object 

As we believe the Convention movement to be the most important political step 
which has yet been taken in this colony, and as many (especially parties at a 
distance from New Westminster) are yet comparatively in the dark upon the subject, 
we deem it proper at this our earliest opportunity, to give a full and impartial 
account of its origins and history up to the present time. 

On Saturday, the 29th December last there appeared in the New Westm inster Times 
a long and well written leader upon the desirablility of forming a Convention of 
Delegates from every district in British Columbia for the purpose of obtaining 
the redress of our grievances and Representative Government,, 

The following Monday morning, at the suggestion of the editor of the Times, 
the town clerk, Mr. V. Hall, prepared a petition which was signed by a number 
of the inhabitants and presented to the Municipal Council which met the same 
evening, asking the President to take the necessary steps for the purpose of 
forming a Convention. The next day large placards were posted around town 
announcing that the meeting would teke place the following day at 6 o'clock p.m. 
at the store of Mr. Cormack. 

A general interest was at once evinced in regard to the movement. Almost 
every person was found to be in favofr of a convention in seme shape but there 
appeared to be conflicting opinions as to how it should be got up and what should 
be its object,, 

At the time appointed the large room in which the meeting was held was crowded 
with a very respectable portion of our community, many of whom had come with the 
impression that the meeting was to be merely a preliminary one and that after 
discussing the question and the best mode of obtaining the co-operation of the 
towns above, a future day would be appointed for further action. It soon became 
apparent that a certain party had everything cut and dry and was deterained to 
avoid free discussion as far as possible, push through a set of resolutions and 
then and there elect their men by a show of hands. A long discussion took place 
on the first resolution as to what should be the object of the Convention which 
with a small amendment was carried by a small majority,, Several resolutions of 
minor importance were allowed to pass without division, when it was proposed 
that the meeting proceed to elect the delegates by show of hands and that every 
male resident of age be allowed to vote Q I£ was moved in amendment that the 
ele ction take place on Wednesday of the following week, that the polls be kept 
open from 10 a.m. till h p.m. and that the President of the Council be Returning 
officer. The amendment was carried by 34 to 24. It was then agreed that the 
nomination should take place the following Monday at 6 p.m. and that the nominees 
should have the opportunity of expressing their views. On Monday evening a little 
before the hour for the public meeting, a number of those who took no part in 
preparing the programme for the first meeting and disapproved of some portions 
of it, met at Mr, Tilley's store and selected a full list of candidate?, which 
they denominated the Reform Ticket, consisting of Scott, Homer, Glarkson, Holt 
and Holmes, all highly respectable and well qualified men— men who have been 
in the country from the commencement, are possessed of large property, have 
with their families, most of them large, permanently settled amongst us, most 
of whom are men of more than ordinary enterprise. 

As to their nationality, about which so much has been said, Scfctt is a Scotch- 
man, and although he has spent several years in the United States, we believe he 
has still enough Highland blood in his veins to constitute him a good British subject 
and it would be greatly to the advantage of our town had we a few more Scotts 
amongst us. Homer is from Nova Scotia, has travelled much, is uncompromising 
and unyielding in his attachment to British institutions and is one of our most 
enterprising citizens. Clarkson and Holt are both Canadians of English origin, 
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men of much valuable Colonial experience and intelligence and Hoimes, last but 
not least, is from the North of Ireland, has had many years of experience in 
Canada, has a brother in the Legislative Assembly there and has, with a large 
and interesting family, settled in this vicinity as a pioneer agriculturalist. 
We should not have gone thus minutely into detail were it not that the impression 
seems to have gone abroad that the delegates elected were not the right men. 
The persons who were pitted against these, and who styled themselves the 
English, ticket upon which there was only one Englishman were Holbrook, McClure, 
Armstrong, Cormack and Brouse. The first or "Reform Ticket" took the lead upon 
the opening of the poll and at the close stood thus: — 

Reform Ticket Government Ticket 

Scott 186 McClure 88 

Holmes 160 Holbrook 101 

Homer 158 Armstrong 83 

Clarkson 115 Cormack 34 

Holt 109 Brouse 47 

728 353 

Majority 375 

Without saying one word against those who composed the Government or 
English ticket, several of them are excellent men in their place $ we would 
just say as one who supported the successful ticket, that after all that has 
been said about those delegates having been elected by the "Foreign element," 
in opposition to the "British subjects, » the figures stand thus:— 

Refora Ticket Government or English Ticket 

British 447 British 23 5 

Foreign 232 Foreign 112 



679 347 

There are also 10 doubtful, about equally divided between the parties. The poll 
book has been thoroughly analysed by responsible and disinterested parties and 
the above is the result. 

So much for the cry got up by the disappointed "clique" about the "votes 
from Semiahmoo &c, and the "facts" (?) in the New Westminster Times that four 
fifths of the entire British votes were cast for the "English ticket," whereas 
the Act is the lowest upon the "Reform ticket" polled seven British votes over 
the highest on the other side, and as shown above, the former very nearly doubled 
the latter as regards British votes. And to any who may doubt these figures we 
would say, the poll book is open, come and examine it for yourselves. The main 
question at issue between the parties were these, the Government party proposed 
that the object of the convention should be to "assist the Governor in the dis- 
charge of his arduous duties," &c. while the Reform party proposed to obtain a 
Resident Governor and Representative institutions, and meantime seek the redress 
of our most pressing grievances. 

We will nbt now venture an opinion as to the results of this movement, any 
further than that if the delegates at the approaching meeting on the 15 inst. j 
pursue a wise, firm, and dignified course of policy, we have no fear as to the 
ultimate re suit . 

We may state that at a meeting of the New Westminster delegates held on the 
4th ult. circulars were sent by express to Douglas, Hope, Tale, Cayoosh, Lytton, 
Forks of Quesnel, Fort Alexandra, Garib« > Rock Greek, and Similkameen, inviting 
their immediate co-operation. But up to the present writing we have received 
advices only from Douglas, Hope and Yale, in which places they have acted with 
prompitude and energy, and we think, made a wise choice. We shall watch the 
proceedings of the convention with the deepest interest and keep our readers 
fully advised of their doings. 
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Theatre Royal At this institution, on Friday evening the 9th inst., the Dramatic 
club of the Royal Engineers gave one of their theatrical entertainments. The house 
was well filled both by civilians and soldiers . The performances commenced by the 
presentation of the r^iantic drama in two acts entitled *Ben Bolt,« "Ivan Ironlink* 
and "Reuben Rag3*raa**iood respectively by Messers. Osment, Rylatt, and Woodcocks. 
The latter gentleman as "Reuben Rags* was higfrly amusing, and received from the 
audience his due meed of applause. He adds to his other accomplishments that of 
comic singer and is quite a favorite with the audience generally, frequently setting 
them in a "broad grin" by his ludicrous representations. The former gentlemen playe* 
their roles very successfully showing that considerable attention and study had been 
bestowed on the parts. Between the pieces a number of songs and glees were sung by 
several members of the Glee club followed by a dance by Mr. Colston. The evening's 
amusements clesed with the laughable farce of "Box and Cox." Capt. Iward in the 
character of Box and Lieut. Palmer in that of Cox were decidedly entertaining, and 
played with a good deft! of spirit throughout the piece, leaving the impression in the 
minds of the audience of their possessing a very fair conception of the play* Doctor 
Seddall as «Mrs* Bouncer" was rather in the background having very little room for 
displaying himself to advantage. He, however, acquitted himself well in the character 
assigned to hi* and we hope to see him before long iji something more prominent where 
he will, in fact, have more room to represent himself, *We cannot close these remarks 
without expressing our thanks to the club for not having forgotten us in issuing the 
invitation. 



A CARD 

miliaa Ho Woodcock, wholesale dealer 
in Wines, Liquors, &c, Scott's Wharf, 
New Westminster. 

No drayage or wharfage on goods pur- 
chased for up river trade. 



ANNIVERSARY BALL 

A Ball will take place in Mr. Philip Hick's 
splendid New Hall, on the evening of the 
22nd inst. Tickets: $5 each to be had frcm 
Mr. Philip Hic k and Mr. J. Her kimer. 

INTERNATIONAL SALOON 



To Lease—Lots suitable for business 
purposes . 

J. A. R. Homer 



JEW WESTMINSE&R BAKBRT AND (SNERAL 
PROVISION STOEE 

The subscriber, in opening out his new 
premises would infom his customers and 
the public generally that ha will keep 
constantly on hand, in addition to all 
kinds of Bread, Biscuit and Pies, a 
large and complete stock of Family Gro- 
ceries and Provisions, which he is pre- 
pared to sell very low. Also has on 



Wharf Street, New Westminster 

The undersigned having fitted up this saloon 
in a neat and comfortable manner, now offer to 
their friends and the public in general the 
choicest wines, liquors, and cigars. 

Oysters in every style prepared by an 
experienced hand. 

OLIVER & BAILEY 



A CARD 

Gentlemen of New Westminster: — It is with much 
pleasure I take this opportunity of returning 
you my most sincere thanks for the kind and 
gentlemanly manner in which you acted on the 
Qth inst., during the sale of lands on the 



handa large stock of the best Olympia and eou th side of Fraser tfiver, in not bidding 



other brands of TLour, which he is pre- 
pared to wholesale as low as the same 
article can be imported. 
N.B. A number of first-class stores to 
let upon very reasonable terms to 
respectable parties. PHILIP HICK. 



for my land, when the Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works put it up at Public auction 
I have the honor to be your most humble and 

obedient servant. 

Wn. ARMSTRONG. 
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THE RUMOR 

To the Editor of the British Columbian 

Sir —I have good reasons for thinking that the rumor hinted at in your last 

issue in regard to the land speculating Company consisting of Col. Moody and others 
is not without foundation. How many, and who compose this Company, I will not 
pretend to say but the Chief Commissioner is certainly the land agent, and from 
the favorable position in which his office places him he is a host in himself. 

Through the reports of his Engineers and other persons, he is likely to find out 
where the best lands are situated and from the amplitude of his purse, and his 
perfect knowledge of the ambiguity and weakness of our land system no one is so 
competent as himself to secure the" good land when once he finds its location and 
from hints which have come to my knowledge recently, it would really seem that he 
intends to use all the advantages which his office and situation afford him for 
his own special emolument, and not for the general good. 

By pre-empting in the most wholesale manner, by applying scrip, and in other 
but more objectionable ways, he has now, or pretends he has soma kind of claim to 
several thousand acres of the best rural land in the vicinity of New Westminster, 
and I am informed, and know that he claims extensive tracts of land in other parts 
of the Colony, and still he appears to be as rapacious for more as though he had 

not a single acre. 

It has been suggested to me by a friend of the Colonel's that he the Col., 
is acting in the matter, with the purest of motives— that he tried, hard to get our 
land system so worded as to keep out speculation and secure the good land for the 
actual settler, that having failed to do so, he is now determined to get as much 
of the Crown land as possible under his individual control in order to keep it 
from the grasp of selfish land sharks, and that as soon as the actual settler arrives 
he will release his grasp and allow those who will settle and improve to purchase 
from feim at a very small advance on the original cost, thus rendering himself 
exceedingly popular, and prove of lasting benefit to the Colony. 

I hope this charitable idea may turn out correct, the facts, however, seem 
to be the on the other side. Why is the Colo trying by cajolery and threats to 
buy out the actual settler as well as the absentee. 

I am quite willing that the Chief Commissioner should have enough land for his 
model farm, a thousand acres, if needful, provided he has it in one locality, for 
he ought not to have extensive tracts in various places, which will prove a great 
hinderance to the proper settlement and general opening up of our farming districts. 
If he is alleged to do this, his name will become a by-word and a repr«ach; his 
presence amongst us, if he persists in such a ruinous course, will prove a permanent 
curse to the colony. Far better had he remained in Vancouver or some place farther 

^^There seems to be an idea among officials and others from England that they can 
inaugurate a system of landlord and tenant. They will soon find out their mistake. 
This is not the country for serfdom. There are few who will be found foolish 
enough to face the forests of British Columbia unless they have the prospect before 
them that when they have cleared and fenced the land it will be their own. 

But if a system of serfdom is attempted, let us set our faces against it. We 
do not want it. Every man should feel that he is a mint and that he has a real 
interest in our country's prosperity. 

But, Mr. Editor, however we may prevent land speculation, it has commenced, 
and it will to some extent be carried on. We must, therefore, prepare ourselves 
to cure it as soon as we can get a Legislature, as has been done in Banada, and 
will soon be accomplished in Australia, by imposing a tax on all unimprovedelands 
sufficient to ensure the builders either to sell or improve. 

With best wishes for the fiture of British Columbia, 

I 6ign myself, 
FARMER. 
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A MEMORIAL 

From the British Columbia Convention to the Imperial Government, 

To His Grace, the Duke of Newcastle &C, &C, &C*, &*C, Her Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

The memorial of the undersigned British Subjects, elected from the various 
districts as delegates to a convention at New Westminster, British Columbia 
humbly sheweth: 

That a Memorial from the inhabitants of this colony was forwarded to your 
Grace through His Excellency, Governor Douglas on 23rd May, I860, bringing 
before your Grace's notice the desire of the people of this colony for a resident 
Governor and officials and for a Representative Government, and no reply having 
been received, it was recently resolved by this people to call a convention for 
the purpose of once more bringing these matters before the attention of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

We, therefore, the delegates to the aforesaid convention, humbly beg to call 
your Grace 1 s attention to the dissatisfaction still felt by the people of this 
colony on- account of the non-residence of the Governor, Colonial Secretary, 
and Attorney General and believing that the people of this colony are fully 
capable of administering their own affairs and are justly entitled to the same 
rights and privileges as are enjoyed by British subjects in all Her Majesty's 
dominions on this continent ^ave this: 

We beg that you Grace will lay before the Throne of Hen Most Gracious Majesty 
the sincere expression of loyalty and reverence towards Her person and authority 
felt by Her subjects in this colony, and their prayer that she will be graciously 
pleased to grant them as soon as expedient what in their opinion is absolutely 
essential to the progress and prosperity of this colony, viz e 

A Resident Governor whose interests instead of being connected with any rival 
will be thoroughly identified with the interests of this Colony. 

A Representative Government s imi lar to those existing in Australia and the 
Eastern British North American colonies. The number of British subjects in this 
colony possessed of the necessary talents and experience being we belies® 
sufficient to entitle them to the privileges of Legislation and Self Governi$ent* 

In justification of our request we would respectfully call your Grace's 
attention to some of the cause of our dissatisfaction. 

Our present Governor being also Governor of Vancouver Island, is incapable 
of properly fostering the progress of both colonies, he resides constantly at 
Victoria, making only flying visits to this colony* The colonial Secretary &nd 
Attorney General also reside permanently in Victoria to the great inconvenience 
of parties having any business with them; and a tax of one dollar head money 
being charged on every individual arriving in this colony, all parties resident 
here having business in Vancouver Island, whether private or connected with 
Government affairs are subjected to this tax on returning from each trip. Every 
exertion is apparently made to stimulate the progress of Vancouver Island at- 
the expense of British Columbia. As an instance we beg to call your Grace's 
attention to the obstacles thrown in the way of shipbuilding, which Important 
branch of industry would ere now have become of much importance to the colony, 
but for the enormous constrictions imposed upon it. Seven steamers intended for 
the navigation of the Fraser river, and mostly owned in this colony, have been 
built in Victoria at the cost of about £■ 50,000 Several of them would have been 
built in British Columbia, (in fact some of the timber used for knees &c, were 
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shipped hence to Victoria) the timber from our neighboring forests could have 
Sen furnished as cheaply as in Victoria but the Governor having ^«n applied 
to on the subject, refused to remit the duty of ten per cent, on the machinery 
necessary to be imported. And as a natural result the shipbuilding trade has 
teen entirely banished to Vancouver Island, while the steamers built there for 
^navigation of our waters are afterwards admitted into this colony free of 
duty Kor is any encouragement given to our foreign trade; on the contrary 
eve^ effort is^sed to retard it and force us to depend on Vancouver ^nd. 
?he^urvey made by C apt. Richards of H.M.S. Plumper have sho ™the Practicability 
nf if ^vessels crossing the bar of Praser river, but though the Governor has 
beeped To til a Sghtship stationed at the entrance, no attention has been 

PSid Th: Tarlfrr'imSrS-'consider oppressive in many instances, especially 
ine f*r^* V1A "*** **,**« r>r i i f * and on grain required for the use of pack 
on the abeolute necessities or Hie, ana on £*«"-» iC ^" ,. h . fnrp ^achinp 

animals. The various ^^^^^1^^^^^^ SSS* 
SS/KSS ^ rhrS\he\re°l°/porS of thf Sp~. * !***£* 

S Government and making roads to the mines on the miners *&«*»**** are 
owning town lots from which they derive handsome income, and tracts of land are 

eXe T t^/S^r'ton is charged on all goods leaving New Westminster nominally 

!3& Frasefriver above Yale and deriving no possible benefit therefrom. 

vLZll of making roads through a mountainous country is necessarily very 
.reafa^f by the prLent system ft is all defrayed by the hardy pioneers who are 
devotin S theIr energies towards developing the resources of the colony whereas 
if we possessed a Representative Government capable of negociating loans on the 
:™nf!Tf he colony, the -cost of works benefitting future immigrants to an 
Squalor greater ertent than the present population, would not ^defrayed out 
3 the current revenue, but be extended over a series of years. In some instances 
?L£ sums of \2ly have been injudiciously squandered, and contracts for roads 
havfbeTglven Shout any public notice, which have subsequently been sub-let 

^ The^Sr^ has been very faulty, immigrants 

arrivKg Sh the intention of becoming permanent resi ^^s h^ve experien ced 
much delay and inconvenience in locating claims, while the m«at available spots 
mucn aeiay anu i debarred from locating on the grounds of 

Transier ana woru K b » *" Grace's attention to the fact that the 

1X1 T/S co^ny for thf year lS6ot in the levying and expenditure of which 
trroole have had no choice! Counted L over i 53,000 while the population 
exclusive of Indians may be estimated at 7,000, who are thus compelled to pay 
about tj 10s each per annum. This heavy taxation ^f*^gT "Z.** 
any other portion of the British Empire, operates most detrimentally to the 
Svancemen? of a new colony, especially where as in British Columbia so many 
hardships must be endured and natural obstacles overcome. 

S SSy aware that Her Majesty's Government feels a lively interest in 



8. 
THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN ( A Memorial) Thursday, February 28, 1861. 

the progress and welfare of this colony, and is desirous of granting popular 
institutions at an early period, as evinced in the despatch from your Grace's 
predecessor to His Excellency Governor Douglas under date Hth August 1853, we 
trust that you will give this matter your early and favorable consideration. 
And your memorialists as in duty bound will ever pray. 

New Westminster Feb. 20th, 1861 „ 

A MEMORIAL 

From the British Columbia Convention to His Excellency Governor Douglas. 

To His Excellency JAMES DOUGLAS, C.B., Governor of British Columbia &c, &c, &c. 

Sir, We the undersigned members of the Convention elected by the people of 
British Columbia with the object of endeavoring to obtain Representative institutions 
and a Governor resident in the colony beg respectfully to address your Excellency 

on this subject. . . 

We are of the opinion that the time contemplated by Her Majesty to the creating 
and organizing the colony of British Columbia when it should be entitled to be 
placed on the same footing as other British colonies and be entrusted with the 
means of its own self government, has now arrived. Our British population contains 
we believe sufficient men of talent and common sense from whom Legislators could 
be elected and we would therefore respectfully request that Your Excellency will, 
if the power has been conferred on you, take such steps as may be expedient for 
the consummation of an object so much desired by the people of this colony. 
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Celestial Tax 

Now that the Chinese immigration has again set in with every prospect of 
being very large this season, the public mind naturally reverts to the very i 
important question of imposing a special tax upon that portion of our population. 

If in California where a strong antipathy to that race has always existed, 
and where they have for several years been subjected to a system of organized 
oppression and persecution, their numbers have in the short space of five years 
increased from 15,000 to 50,000, what may we reasonably expect in British 
Columbia where they are sure of protection and toleration? This sort of 
immigration has now fairly commenced both from California and from China direct; 
and we have good reason to expect that the number of that people in British 
Columbia by the close of the ensuing season will not fall far short of 20,000, 

In Australia and California the Chinese are disliked because it is found 
that they rapidly exhaust the surface diggings, because by living on a mere 
handful of rice, as they do, they spend comparatively little in the country, 
and because they almost to a man, return to their native land carrying a very 
large amount of our gold with them. 

At a superficial glance, the principle of imposing a special tax upon any 
portion of our own population may seem objectionable. But we think, it this 
question were fully understood, there would to but one opinion as to the necessity 
and justice under existing circumstances, of adopting some such measure. 

It is generally admitted that the Chinaman does not spend OMfetUbXf Offmadh 
as the European upon the necessaries, to say nothing of the luxuries, of life,, 
And as our present mode of raising our revenue in mainly by our tariff, it must 
at once appear that the farmer does not pay his fair proportion by at least one- 
half, while at the same time he is an equal participant in the benefits of its 
expenditure . 

Let us suppose that the European taxes at the rate of six hundred dollars 
per annua, and the Chinaman three hundred, here we have the former paying toixfefr 
dollars into our Treasury, while the latter is only paying thirty dollars. And 
this in the face of the fict that while Europeans either settle in the country 
or by their capital and enterprise improve and build it up, the Chinese spend 
as little as possible in the country, and carry away all they can, by indomitable 
perseverance and matchless industry collect together* 

It is certainly -ery important that some scheme should be at once devised 
by which this people can be made to contribute their fair proportions towards 
our revenue, and for our cam part we believe the proposed tax fcd Bolthe bfe&t 
mod* oft attaining the desired object* In Australia the question has been made 
the subject of legislation, the result of which is that a tax of fifty dollars 
per head is imposed upon Chinese there. And to come nearer heme in California 
so deep was the conviction that the Chinese were, at any price, an injury to 
the country that they enacted a law prohibiting them from entering that State; 
but as that was declared unconstitutional they imposed a tax of fifty dollars 
per head, and we believe intend increasing it with a view to driving them out 
of the country. 

And can British Columbia afford to be more liberal in this matter than either 
Australia or California? Or should we stand and look on with our thumb in our 
mouth while these people exhaust our mines and like a swarm of locusts leave the 
country impoverished and desolate * 
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The Council met on Monday Evening, April 1st, pursuant to adjournment, 
Mr. Ramage in the chair." Members present, Messrs. Ramage, Cormack, Holbrook, 
Armstrong, Dickenson, Manson, and Brown. 

An account from S. T. Tilley, for stationery, .read and passed. 

Moved by Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Brown, That the third reading of 
bye-law Mo. 4, fixing the grade of Columbia street be reconsidered. Carried. 

Moved by Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Brown, That no money belonging to, 
or at the disposal of the municipal council, be expended on, or appropriated to, 
the improvement of any park or square until after Columbia street is graded from 
Blackwood street to Douglas street. Lost* 

Moved bv Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Holbrook, That the specif icationsnow 
introduced for grading Columbia street, from Blackwood street to Douglas street 
now pass this council. 

Moved by Mr. Manson, seconded by Mr. Cormack, That the specification for 
grading Columbia street be laid over for one week. 

Yeas — Messr. Manson, Dickinson, Cormack, Ramage. 

Nays — Messrs. Armstrong, Holbrook, Brown. 

Moved by Mr. Manson, seconded by Mr. Cormack, That the specification for 
grading Lytton Square be now passed by this council. t 

Moved in amendment by Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Brown, That the specification 
for grading Lytton Square, be laid over for one week. Original resolution 

carried . 

Moved by Mr. Ramage, seconded by Mr. Cormack, that the clerk be instructed 
to advertise for Tenders for grading Lytton square, the tenders to be received 
on Monday the 8th inst., at 12 o'clock, noon. Carriedo 

Moved by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Armstrong, that the clerk be instructed 
to inform Col. Moody, that it is the wish of the council that Ellice street 
should be made 20 feet wide instead of 12 feet, and likewise connect with 
Columbia street, the road to be 20 feet wide up to the Royal Avenue. 

Moved by Mr. Manson, seconded by Mr. Cormack, that the resignation of Mr. 
McClure, as president be accepted, and that John Ramage be now elected president. 
Carried, and the council, on motion, adjourned. 



HARRIS & Co.'s Fireproof brick warehouse, the first in the colony, is rapidly 
approaching completion. Their wharf is also in aforward state, and when 
finished will greatly add to our wharf accommodation. 

BURRARD INLET, since the completion of the north road, is becoming quite a 
resort for pleasure-seekers. Several parties went out last week, and on Good 
Friday, Mr. Herkimer drove out a wagon load, who were highly pleased with their 
excursion. 

CUSTOMS REVENUE— The Customs revenue for the week ending March 26, were —Duties, 
h 744 2 10; Harbor dues, L 5 10 33 Head Money, L 11 6; Tonnage Dues L 117 8 1\ 
Warehouse Fees, fe 4 0. ^ines and seizures, L 8 6 B; Total L 886 12 4. 

The Str. Otter arrived here yesterday morning from Victoria with 155 tons freight, 
and a large number of passengers. She leaves at 10 o'clock this morning. 

The Str. Maria is still fast on Jeffrey's Bar, 16 miles below Hope, where she will 
probably remain till the rise of water. The Str. Col. Moody meantime supplies 
her place. 

The British male population of New Westminster is 204. 

The Strs. Yale, Hope, and Flying Dutchman continue to ply upon the river carrying 
freight and passengers for, 'from nothing to a paying figure. 



11. 



THE BRITISH COLUMBIA*! April 4, 1361. 

OUR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL— The worse than childish conduct of three of our councillors 
Messrs. Holbrook, Armstrong and Brown, in refusing to attend the meetings of council 
because they are in a minority, is most disgraceful-* and merits the strongest 
censure of the people. Such conduct ±m not only calculated very seriously to injure 
our city, by throwing everything into confusion at a time when most important and 
urgent business is before them, but is calculated -to exercise an unfavorable 
influence abroad. We understand these gentlemen have declared their determination 
not to attend until the majority will promise to glv* them their own. way I It is 
to be hoped, however, for the credit of our city, that if they have so far forgotten 
themselves as to form such a resolution, they will reconsider the matter, and 
redeem their faltering reputation by going to work like men and pushing through the 
very important work now before them. We intend keeping a close watch upon the 
council henceforth, and if we get any more of this miserable trickery and cowardly 
desertion, we shall show the guilty parties up with an unsparing pen. 

OUR HOSPITAL WHERE IS IT? — Something over $7000 has been collected here, in the 
shape of "Head money* for Hospital purposes; and what have we got for it? Surely 
$7000 on hand, and more constantly - coming in, would warrant the erection of necessary 
buildings being commenced immediately. We have, so far, been obliged to use the 
miserable thing they have in Victoria, and have paid some $1000 towards its mainten- 
ance, a sum sufficient to buy out the whole affair; and if we should have occasion 
to send any of our sick there, the chances of their obtaining admission would, we 
understand, be very small. 

TONNAGE DUES— In referring to this tax, in one of his despatches, Governor Douglas 
says "it has not excited the smallest feeling of discontent.* That is certainly 
pretty cool, considering the tax in question is one of his most unpopular measures, 
and has repeatedly been petitioned against. But this is just a specimen^ the way 
His Excellency has been deceiving and bamboozelling the *old folks at home!* I 

GUK -B0AT~H©w is it that the two Gun-boats, sent out expressly for service in 
British Columbia, are kept on the other side of the Gulf? We have, within the past 
few weeks been twice threatened with an Indian difficulty. The presence of those 
Gun-boats in the river would most effectually keep them quiet. 

MAIL ARRANGEMENTS 

To the Editor British Columbian 

Sir:— As you are expected to know everything, can you tell me and an anxious 
public what has become of the missing mails from San Francisco, or that portion 
which has not yet come tb hand. I have been waiting three or four weeks in New 
Westminster for letters over due from England, and am told that two mails are 
detained in Washington Territory for want of funds or necessary financial arrangements 
for theri due transmission from California. If this be true, where does the great 
responsibility lay? It is rumored that £ 100 per mail is demanded by some Company, 
and until that is paid the bags are being detained at a great inconvenience to the 
public generally, and a serious less to business men. Is there a Past-^naster for 
British Columbia, or any one in authority able and willing to deliver us out o* our 
dilemma, or must we look else where for redress? .... 

In a country where buying off competition is the rule, there is some reason to 
suspect that some flourishing Express company have either impounded the mails or 
drugged the cubs of the British Lion; for certain it is that while all the Expresses 
appear to flouish there are either no mails, or the steamers bring only empty bags 

up the Fraser. 

Your obdt. servt. 

ERASMUS TACK* 
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THHK S COUNCILLORS EXPLAIN 

A good deal has been written in the paper of this place belonging to a certain 
clique respecting three of the councillors who do not feel justified in attending 
the meetings of the council, and so give legality to certain illegal acts and what 
we consider misapplication of the public funds that are now being spent until such 
time as an agreement is come to, so that the public funds and interests are protected 
instead of being in their present state and the councillors who have acted contrary 
to the proclamation pay the public the money liable to do that they have misapplied. 
It becomes perfectly requisite to let the public know how the matter stands and let 
them also give assistance to protect themselves and the interests of the town. 

First as regards the safety of the money derived from taxes and grants, no 
security in bonds is given by either the collector or treasurer and if the money was 
lost tomorrow either the town or councillors would have to make good the loss. In 
one of the earlv meetings of the council, a treasurer was appointed by bye-law and_ 
approved of by the Governor, the necessary bonds were made out and good security given; 
these bonds were received by the Council but the bondsmen were requested to swear 
before a magistrate that they were worth L 200 each; this they could not do from 
being contrary to law, but they offered to make a declaration to that effect and 
place the amount in the hands of the treasurer of the colony to be held by horn. All 
this was declined and they were told they could only be received if they would swear 
which of course they could not do from being as before said illegal from the oath 
not being able to be administered by any magistrate. 

It was very evident the whole thing had been got up to please a certain clique 
in the town calling themselves a party. In the meantime no bonds were taken from the 
clerk and collector and money was allowed to be collected and remain in his hands 
until paid out. Later on a resolution was passed doing away with the office of paid 
treasurer and an honorary one appointed but no security or bonds a re teken from him 
and therefore no security is held and the council only is responsible. This state 
of affairs we want to put an end to, and make any officer holding the appointment give 
the security required by the proclamation. 

We have also to complain of the amount of grants drawn from the Colonial Treasury 
by the President without vouchers being required or countersigned by the council to 
show such has been done. In fact he can do what he likes with the money and the 
council have no control over him. By last boat the warrant for I 500 arrived and the 
same day he drew the whole amount out of the Colonial Treasurer's hands. Now we want 
to know where this money is, as the council holds no security from any one and the 
Press can put it in his pocket tomorrow and no one call him to account. The four 
members calling themselves by the name of a party opposed any and every effort to stop 
these abuses and the others who represent no party but will vote for anything that is 
for the public good whenever it is brought in by one determined to put an end to the 
matter and either stay away from the council or have its funds placed in proper security 
The immediate causes of our leaving is as follows: two of the councillors have property 
in the neighborhood of Lytton Square . According to the map the lots were sold by, no 
road exists, but steps are marked down in that locality, and it became requisite to 
improve their property; they therefore brought in a motion to make a street here and 
grade the square down to their lots. This, of course, was opposed, as the council 
possass no right to alter the plan of the town or make fresh streets without first 
receiving the sanation of the (Governor. A specification was brought forward for the 
work in a full council and passed by three majority for tenders to be received the 
following week. 

It was found too expensive to work and only one tender was received for it at 
$1200 and without bringing a fresh specification forward before the council they or 
rather we are told one member alters it so that on the first specification they get 
an offer at somewhere around $400, and as the whole affair may be considered illegal, 
and by the 32nd paragraph of the proclamation it requires five members to be present 
to vote money away, we staid away. The four members have however, set the proclamation 
at defiance and appropriated the money— every motion we had brought forward to improve 
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Columbia street had been voted down but it was understood that no further 
money should be spent out of the new grant until Columbia street was finished; 
therefore the bringing in this notice was not only illegal but breach of faith, 
which we were determined to resist to the utmost of our power. The last motion 
we brought forward to improve Columbia street to Douglas, was thrown out, and 
they have since found they cannot get up from Lytton square until Columbia street 
is cut down between the bridges. They have now brought in a grade for that 
street to suit their property but which will most seriously injure the rest 
of the town and state by a letter in their paper they intend the mercantile 
part of the town to be round their property but in this they are speaking 
without their host and it will spread whole length of Columbia street] they 
also are now giving out tenders to grade a small section of Columbia street 
so as to destroy all houses on the side of the street next the river and to 
stop at the street leading to the Court House, so cutting off the Custom House 
the property opposite to it and proposed site for the Harbor Master's office 
and all property beyond notwithstanding they pay half the taxes. The motion 
we brought forward to protect as much as possible the present property in 
Columbia street namely to get out stumps and level the street, so that any 
difference in grade would be divided between one side of the street and the 
other and then to call in the aid of an impartial scientific man to fix a 
grade corresponding with grades and levels of the town in general, to be a 
guide for any one wishing to put up fresh houses, was thrown out—the street 
is to be made to suit the property of the two councillors before spoken about 
and the whole town is to be sacrificed for their private interests. Up to 
the present time the system has been to improve the back lots, do nothing 
on Columbia street, drive capital and wholesale houses from the town; and 
they have so far succeeded that nothing has been done for the last two months 
and the town is retrograding instead of advancing. We shall have a hard time 
of it this summer and these men are to blame for all we may have to go through 

A protest on all these points has been placed in the proper hands and we 
now await the proper time to take fresh steps in the matter. We notice some 
mention is made about the road in Columbia street beyond Douglas street; it 
is a requisite improvement; it was brought in by these parties and although 
some of us opposed it at the time we are well pleased with the improvement 
that has been made, although it emanated from the party; but to show some 
of their folly in voting money—they voted a sum to burn the brush around 
the N. W. Bridge and then had to employ two men to watch the contractor that 
he did not leave the bridge till done. They forgot to make him responsible. 
In fact where self is not concerned they care nothing for the general good 

of the town. 

THE THREE INDEPENDENT COUNCILLORS. 

New Westminster, April, 1561. 
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CHURCH CONSECRATIOB--The two Roman Catholic Churches in this city, the one for the 
whites, and the other for the Indians were consecrated on Sabbath last by Bishop 
Demers of Victoria. The attendance of Indians was very large, and that of the whites 
reasonably so, and very respectable. 

IMPORTAKT TO MARKERS-- A black Buoy, with one white band surmounted by an iron frame 
ball, has been placed on the north Sand Head, in 14 feet at low water. Vessels will 
find the channel indicated by the buoys on the north Sand Head more direct, and 
considerably deeper. One of the sunken buoys has been recovered and placed in 
position. This channel has been thoroughly sounded, and we believe recommended 
by the Harbor Master as superior to the one hitherto used. We understand that 17 
feet was the least water found, which is deeper than the other by three feet-quite 
an important item. 

OUR DAY OF REST 
To the Edit or of the British Columbian . 

Sir __The address to Judge Brew, presented for signature, a few days ago, asking 

to have the law enforced in reference to the closing of Billiard Saloons on the Sabbat* 
has brought to light the singular fact that the man who of all others glories an the 
name of Englishman," is, after all, an enemy to British rule. He would have all men 
do as they please; and if their religion or inclinations conflict with British law 

the latter must yield I , . . . ... 

It should be distinctly borne in mind that the Sabbath is not a sectarian institu- 
tion; nor is it a religious institution merely. It was not made for any particular 
age or class. It was not made for Jew or Gentile— for Christian or Mohammedan. "It 
was made for man." For man as man; for his temporal and present good, " well as for 
his spiritual and future welfare. The Sabbath..was the second great institution ef 
Paradise. The all-wise merciful Creator saw that man, in addition to his nocturnal 
repose would require about one day in seven for rest, and meditation. Hence he gave 
to his command the influence of his exalted example-«He rested on the seventh day and 

hallowe^ i . ^ parliainBftt of Great Britain appointed a large and influential committee 
consisting of Messrs. Baring, Peel, Buxton, Morpeth, Agnew and tweaty-five _ others for 
the purpose of investigating philosophically the claims of the Divine law an regard to 
the Sabbath. They pursued their investigations with much care, and at great length. 
They received a vast amount of testimony from the ablest medical men of the day, a™* 
from various other sources. Since then similar inquiries have taken place an the United 
States, and in other parts of the christian world. The unanimous conclusion ^ived 
at is "that man and beast which laboby require a Sabbath, or day of rest." "That its 
..orictural observance is highly conducive to physical as well as the moral ana religious 
welfare of soc™ The £» of Great Britain touching the Sabbath, let it b. remember, 
Ire not arbitrary; they have their foundation an humanity and philosophy quite as much 
as in scripture. He who would advocate the abrogation of these laws by wishing them to 
remain a dead letter, is not only an enemy of Bible religion, but he deserves forever 
to lose caste as a true Briton and philanthropist. 

So lonp as a part of the population are allowed to spend the day in working or 
trading, in shooting, or playing ball or billiards, its advantages as a day of rest are 
not only lost to the Sabbath-breakers themselves, but in a great measure to the whole 
community. Why should not we be permitted to enjoy our cherished and well-tried 
institutions in British Columbia as well as in every other part of the British realm. 
Shall we drive from us our own countrymen, by practising false charity toward these who 
hate our laws? It was only a short time ago that I heard an Englishman, who had come 
with his family to make a home in this colony, remark, with indignation, that he would 
have to leave again. "For," he said, "in the mines, where I wish to settle, Sabbath 
labor has become so common, that there is scarcely anything that a man can go at but he 

• • • * 
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Municipal Council 

The following Important resolution was moved by Mr* Holbrook, seconded 

by Mr. Cormack: 

That as numerous complaints have been made to the Council respecting the 
Indians settling and building houses on lots in this city belonging to private 
parties, the Council, through the President, petition the overnor to lay out 
a piece of land in the neighbourhood of the city, to be set aside for an 
Indian reserve, and that the Northern Indians (who are now arriving in large 
numbers) when they visit us, have Borne portion set apart for their residence, 
and that some system be adopted of giving these Northern Indians tickets of 
residence for a limited time, sufficient for them to transact their business, 
and that the whole be placed under the superintendence of an officer appointed 
by the government. 

Moved in amendment by Mr. Manson, seconded by Mr. Armstrong, that in place 
of neighbourhood of the city, the words "three miles from the city limits* be 
inserted. 

After which it was resolved that both motion and amendment be laid over 
for one week for consideration. 

The Hog bylaw was read a second time and amended by adding Goats thereto: 
after which the Council adjourned till the following evening* 



Mr, Cormack moved that the By-law for restraining hogs and cattle be read 
a second time 

The Indians 

In the report of Council proceedings will be found a resolution upon this 
subject. Our Council has merited the gratitude of every lover of good order 
and common decency, by taking up this question as they have done. This is a 
matter of grave importance both to the whites and the Indians, and the prompt 
adoption of some plan by which the latter would be removed to a reasonable and 
proper distance from the city, and placed under salutary regulations, would 
be an : unquestionable advantage to botho As our city is rapidly filling up 
with respectable families, it becomes the imperative duty of our authorities 
to adopt measures at once by which the present disgraceful scenes upon our 
streets and in our alleys, both by nigjit and in open day may be put an end to. 
The sooner we have a^eneral Indian policy in this colony, the better for all 
parties. 

The above are items from page 2„ 
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Fifteen Siwash Houses Burned 

On Saturday last the lying timber on the west end of the town plot was set on 
fire by the parties engaged in constructing Ellice street; as there was a south- 
westerly wind at the time, the fire soon communicated with a number of Indian houses, 
all of which, with the exception of the chief's were soon enveloped in flames. So 
rapid was the progress of the fire, that it was with great difficulty much of the leese 
property was rescued. Mr Ashwell T s house on the opposite side of Agnes Street and 
Mr. Brought, on the east side of Douglas Street, were for some time in imminent danger, 
but through the prompt and energetic efforts of our embryo Fire Company, they were saved. 

Although it is a matter of thankfulness that this fire was confined to property of 
a comparatively worthless character, yet the circumstances cannot fail to impress upon 
the mind of every one conversant with the position of matters here, the importance ©f 
two things: the necessity of having all inflammable matter cleared off the entire town 
site at once; and also the evident necessity there is, now that we have a Fire Company, 
that we should have a Fire Engine, and all the requisite apparatus necessary to render 
our Fire Brigade efficient. 

Election of Officers 

At a meeting of the New Westminster Fire Company, held in the store adjoining Mr„ 
Dewdney's office, on Thursday evening, August 1st, Mr. F. 0. Richards, Chief Engineer, 
in the chair, the following officers were elected: 
L. M. Withrow, Captain, 
J. E* McMillan, 1st Lieutenant, 
S. T. Tilley, 2nd Lieutenant, 
John Murray, Secretary, 
David Johnstone, Treasurer. 
After the election of officers, the following committees were appointed: 
On Bye-Laws— Valentine Hall, J. E. McMillan, Jas. Riddle, John Mirray, and 
David Johnstone. 

On Uniform— E. W. ¥• Linton, E. Tynon, and ¥. Ross. 
A committee of three was also appointed to draw up a petition to His Excellency the 
Governor, requesting him to grant a sum of money to the Fire Company to enable them to 
purchase an Engine, vix., Valentine Hall, S. T. Tilley and F. 0. Richards. 
The company now consists of 50 members. 

A meeting of the company will be held in the store adjoining Mr Dewdney's office, 
on Thursday evening, 8 August at 8 o'clock. A full attendance is requested. 

John Murray, Secretary. 

To the Editor of the British Columbian 

Sir:— As you are aware we had a great fire on Saturday which destroyed 15 or 16 
Indian shanties, and came very near burning the buildings of two of our citizens. There 
was also a fire in the upper part of the city on Sunday evening, which very much 
endangered the property of Capt. Cooper and Mr. Homer. 

The destruction of the Indian houses is not a matter of much regret as they have no 
business to live within the city limits; but the endangering the valuable property of 
our citizens is a serious matter; and if the cause of these fires— the lying timber, is 
not speedily removed the result will be that all improvements upon back lots will 6ease. 

Now that the time allowed for the owners to clear their lots has expired, it is to 
be hoped our new council will at once take hold of this matter, and have every lot in 
the city cleared of all lying timber, so that those who are waiting to improve and build 
upon their lots can do so. I could name several parties in this city, who, in order to 
save their own property from destruction have been obliged to clear their neighbors 
lots I Pretty encouragement this for people to improve their property. 

New Westminster, 5th August, 1861. Commune Bonus* 
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Thursday, Augo 22, 1861. 



ROAD TOLLS 



We give below a statement of the amount collected at Hope, Yale and Douglas, 
for the past half year— also for the month of July—showing a considerable increase 
in favor of the latter place: 



DATE 



YAIE 



HOPE 



DOUGLAS 



1860 
1861 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 



216 3 

26 19 
284 9 
584 16 
296 18 
179 2 
272 15 
L1861 2 
200 15 

£2062 18 



2 


18 





1 


16 


9 





18 





2 


3 


8 


15 14 3 


i33 


10 8 


63 12 


6 



373 4 6 

199 9 4 
184 12 11 



£92 9 2 



313 12 
301 9 
326 15 

364 5 


7 

8 

9 
4 


L2063 10 
406 15 


1 
5 



L2470 5 



Hope, & 92 3s . 2d. Yale, L 2062 0s. Od. Douglas, L 2470 5s. 6d„ Total l 4624 8s. 8d. 



THE CHAIN GANG— As the work of this force is now owing to the increase of numbers, 
a matter of considerable importance, it appears to us that the working time could 
be considerably extended, with advantage both to themselves and our Exchequer. Four 
hours a day, and half play at that, can scarcely be called "hard labor." By proper 
management the result of their labor would go far toward paying the expense of 
keeping up the institution. 



COLONEL MOODY R.E.— who has been absent at Victoria during the lastfive or six weeks, 
arrived by the steamer Otter on Wednesday. Kis return has been anxiously looked for 
by the people for some time, many of whom think his absence has been too protracted 
for the good of the public service. It is enough that our Governor resides there; 
but we are disposed to be very jealous of those who have nobly resided amongst us 
from the first paying long visits to Victoria. 

The body of John Sparks, late of the Cariboo, has been found, and decently interred 
under the auspices of the St. Andrew's Society. 

THE LAKE STEAMERS— We would (Ell the attention of the authorities to the manner in 
which these steamers are said to be managed. If it is correct, as we are credibly 
informed, that Indians are employed as Engineers, and the amount of steam carried, is 
occasional^ more than the law allows, it certainly behooves the Executive to step 
in and regulate these matters, and not wait till we have another explosion 

H.M. S.HECATE struck a rock near Cape Flattery, from which she ^ sustained serious 
injury. It is expected she will go to San Francisco for repairs. 

We are under obligations to Mr. S. T. Tilley of this city, and Mr. W. F. Herre of 
Victoria, for a supply of late papers, and to Messrs. Ballou & Jeff rays for Express favors 

LUMBER CONTRACT— Mr. John Steadman has just taken the contract for sawing one million 
feet of Fir lumber for Mr. J. A. R. Homer of this city. 
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DIRECT STEAM COMMUNICATION 

The following is the memorial to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, adopted 
at a public meeting held here on the 14th instant, in reference to making an 
appropriation from the revenue of this Colony to secure direct steam communication 
between New Westminster and San Francisco for postal and other purposes. It is 
a well drawn up document, and we most sincerely wish it may produce the desired 
effect:- 

TO HK GRACE THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE, K.G. &c, &c, HER MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 

The Memorial of the Inhabitants of British Columbia, present at a public 
meeting held at New Westminster, October 14th, A. D. 1861, 

Humbly sheweth,-Thafc a memorial from the inhabitants of British Columbia, 
represented by an influential public meeting held in New Westminster, was presented 
to His Excellency Governor Douglas, praying that, for present expediency, a sum 
of I, 5000, or more if necessary, be granted from the Colonial revenue to subsidize 
a Mail line of Steamers between New Westminster and San Francisco. 

Your memorialists ascertained from His Excellency, with deep concern, in reply 
to a deputation, that he had not the power to grant any sum from the revenue of the 
Colony without the consent of Her Majesty's Government, but at the same time 
expressed his entire concurrence in the object of the memorial. 

Therefore, it was unanimously resolved at a subsequent meeting, that a memorial 
to Your Grace should be forwarded from this Colony, praying that Her Majesty s 
Government would, for present purposes, be pleased to comply with the prayer of 
your memorialists, in authorizing His Excellency tb grant the necessary sum. 

Furthermore, your memorialists are fully alive in the growing importance of 
Imperial as well as Colonial interests, that they should have s reliable source 
of communication with Great Britain, and think this to be a fitting ^tunity 
to represent to Your Grace that notwithstanding the many drawbacks your memorialists 
have suffered from various causes in their progress since the foundation of the 
Colony, they can boast that British Columbia, from recent developments, is the 
richest auriferous and mineral country in the world; that the agricultural 
capacity of the Colony exceeds the most sanguine expectations; our forests are 
unsurpassed for marine and commercial purposes; and our fisheries invite the 

trade of all nations. . 

That your memorialists look forward with a degree of certainty to a large 
immigration, attracted by the richness of the gold fields of British Columbia, in 
the course of the spring and summer of next year— 1862. 

That your memorialists seriously apprehend that the present troubles of-, the 
United States, however much they may be deplored, are not unlikely to extend to 
the Pacific coast, and thus in all probability, under existing arrangements, 
would effectually cut off our communication with the Mother Country. 

Whilst your memorialists believe that these circumstances of themselves are 
sufficient, there may be others of still greater Imperial importance to induce 
His Majesty's Government to meet the prayer of your memorialists, by placing a 
Mail line of Steamers between Panama and New Westminster, and thus free us from 
the humiliating position of depending solely upon the courtesy of a Foreign Power 
for the conveyance of our aails-the irregularities of which have proved a 
constant source of annoyance and great injury to the commercial interests of 

th9 ^"memorialists are most anxious, representing as they do the sentiment of 
the people of this Colony, to explain to Your Grace that emigrants and miners, 
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whose destination is British Columbia, have materially suffered pecuniarily by 

the Ocean Steamers hitherto making Victoria, Vancouver Island, the port of debarkation, 

And although the people of British Columbia have as yet no voice in its 
legislation, your memorialists avail themselves of this opportunity of most 
respectfully stating to Your Grace that no measure short of the Ocean Steamers 
from San Francisco or Panama making New "Westminster their destination, will give 
that satisfaction expected by the inhabitants. 

Your memorialists therefore humbly hope that the prayer of their memorial 
may be granted, and that Your Grace will receive with favorable consideration, 
the claims of the people of this Colony upon the Imperial Government, whose 
loyalty to the Throne is not to be disputed. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray 9 



(Signed,) Ttf. E. Cormack, 

Chairman, Municipal Council 



Valentine Hall, Town Clerk, 



HOPE CORRESPONDENCE 
To the Editor of the British Columbian 

Sir, — The spirit of rivalry which has sprung up between the different towns on the 
Fraser River since His Excellency Governor Douglas' tour, is much to be regretted. The 
race appears to be between Yale and I^tton on the one side, and Douglas and Lillooet on 
the other. Hope is "gone in." The people of the town refused, after being repeatedly 
asked, to petition for additional taxes, and are told that it is their own fault in not 
having roads, and that they are both stupid and stubborn in not doing as they were told; 
and the Governor says that he will not give them chance. He says that the people of 
¥ale and liytton have patriotically petitioned him for a lg cent tax from Yale to Cook's 
Ferry. Their petition is the more to be commended since they don't have to pay it them- 
selves, but it falls on the miners above; and for so praisworthy a course they are to 
have a road, cost what it may. Whether it is the proper place or not, makes no difference 

An expedition started from here about two weeks ago to explore the pass which I 
spoke to you about when here, and found it to be much more favorable than the Indians 
and Hudson Bay Company's men represented it to be. It is the best in the Cascade Range, 
and brings us fifty miles nearer the mines than any other yet known. The north fork 
of the Thompson is navigable for 100 miles from Kamloops, and from there, 28 miles to 
Cariboo Lake, which brings you into the heart of the mines. This I believe will be 
the route. Let the Governor do what he can to injure it. Look over the map, and you 
will be convinced of this. 

There is quite an excitement here at present about a report which came into town 
yesterday, stating that two Frenchmen have, in a very short time, near Kamloops taken 
out of their claim $52,000, which they deposit with Mr. McLean, one piece weighing 
seven lbs. and another 16 ounces. I, myself, from the source from which it came, 
believe it to be true but perhaps it won't do to publish it. 

There is no doubt but the head waters of the Thompson and Columbia are rich in gold. 
People begin to believe that British Columbia will equal California or Australia, and I 
begin to believe it myself. 

I was much pleased with the last number of the British Columbian. British Columbia's 
rights and no favors from Victoria. 

The Hudson Bay Company have brought in 200 horses from Steilacoom to this place 
last night, and will start them for the Similkameen in a day or two* 

The Royal Engineers will go down by the next steamer. 

HOPEo 
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Grand Jury Raport 

The Grand Jury in the Supreme Court of British Columbia, assembled at New 
Westminster, regrlt that they cannot congratulate your Honor, as on former .ccasions, 
upon the absence of crime in this District. ,_. , , „ h„-^„„ +v,» 

P We have to notice that in the Wo criminal cases brought before us during the 
present assize, there is an evident neglect on the part of the proper authorities 
to secure available and important evidence. 

In the case of the murder of Patrick O'Brien Murphy, although we cannot at 
preset accuse the authorities of dereliction of duty still ^ is imperative that 
Government adopt the most strigent measures In order that the ends of justice may 
K5! and that the settler may enjoy a stronger sense of ^^J^Jft,, 
depredations of the Indians, than, we regret to say, is at present *>"»■*} *° 
th5 end we strongly recommend that one of Her Majesty's gunboats be stationed in 

^ We^efit our duty to allude to the prevalent and dangerous practice of carrying 
firearms S Jhis city and suggest that measures be adopted for the suppression of 

the wfaiso call the attention of Government to a nuisance of a very serious charactei 
arising from Indian encampments within the city limits, and recommend that a ™£able 
Sservf be provided for their accommodation, not less than two miles distant frcm 

thS TheVranfjury regret that they are compelled from a sense of duty to notice 
the obstructions thrown in the way of a recent * OTO ^ ™ ^ e J^f of ^e people 
of this Colony to obtain direct steam communication with this port, as evincea By 
?he Slisiefcorresnondence between the Municipal Council of this city and the 
Segment and which we are foreed to consider either the natural result of the 
^r^ef absent: system, or what is still worse, a studied a^^**^ 
the commercial advancement of this Colony in general, and its capital in P^ticular. 

WeTem it expedient that the President of the Municipal Council of this city be, 
ex officio, a Justice of the Peace, in order to extend the utility of that local 

b0dy We also recommend that the Chain-gang be employed upon the public works of this 
city under the direction of the Municipal Council, and that the number of hours 
that are required to labor each day be considerably extended. 

We would call attention to the present inadequate accommodation which the Court 
House affSds'lhere being only one room used for the Purpose of th « ^^ion 
ni- Tn^tice the nublic, witnesses, and suitors have actually to be turned out of 
doors fanAhe Court to adjourn, in order to afford the Jury an opportunity for 
consultation which, during the present inclement season is ^^J^^fft 

It may appear to your Honor that in introducing some of the topics adverts a to 
above w^haS exceeded our duty as Grand Jurorsj but the total absence of a more 
Sgltlmale melium through whic/the peopie might express their views, and make known 
their wants, is our only, and we think sufficient, apology. 



JOHN R0BS0N, FOREMAN 
New Westminster, November 30th, 1861, 
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New Westminster, 30th Nov., 1861. 

Sir, —At a public meeting of the inhabitants of New Westminster on Friday, the 
29th inst., for the purpose of considering the best means or mode of establishing a 
General Hospital in this colony, it was resolved: 

"That the report from Dr. Seddsll, R.E., to the Municipal Council of New. Westminster, 
showing the actual wants, and affording other professional information for the building 
and furnishing of a General Hospital on a small scale, be submitted to a public meeting 
to be held in this city on some future day, after plans and specifications shall have 
been prepared for its approval; and that a request from this meeting be conveyed to 
Colonel Moody, that he would kindly give the necessary instructions to have such plans 
and specifications prepared as will meet the case." 

As secretary to the above mentioned meeting, I have taken the liberty ©f 
communicating with you on this subject, and should it be in your power to give the 
required information, I need not say that it would be gratefully accepted and highly 
valued. I have the honor to be, etc. ARTHUR T» BUSHBY 

To Col. Moody, R.JU 



COPY OF A MEMORIAL SENT TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
RESOLUTION NO. A. 



New Westminster, B.C., 30th Nov., 1361. 
Sir,— In accordance with a resolution passed at a public meeting of the inhabitants 
of New Westminster, held on Friday, November 29th, we, the undersigned, as Chairman 
and Secretary of the said meeting, were requested most respectfully to memorialize 
your Excellency on the following points, viz: 

1. That since the necessity of a Public Hospital, to be established in this 
Colony, becomes every day more apparent, the inhabitants having reason to believe 
that your Excellency is fully alive to the desirability of the object, humbly beg 
that your Excellency will be pleased to give your aid and sanction to this important 

undertaking. 

2. That your Excellency will be pleased to grant to the Board of Management, 
when elected, the sum of h 1,100, still remaining unappropriated from the Head Money 
Hospital Fund, to assist in the erection and establishment of the Royal Columbian ^ ^ 
Hospital, and that the necessary instructions be forwarded to the Treasurer, authorizing 
hi* to hand over to the Board, month by month, the receipts accruing therefrom. 

3. That your Excellency be pleased to grant all lands necessary for the probable 
future requirements of the Hospital — Suburban Lots Nos. 37 > 38, 3, 35> 26 and 9, 
Block 6, (being 26 chains back from Royal Avenue,) and Town Lots Nos. 1? and 18, 
Block 31; shaving been considered at the public meeting on the 2?th instant as the 
most desirable sites; the management of such lands tote vested in a Board of three 
Trustees to be nominated by your Excellency. 

We have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble servants, 
JOHN COOPER, Chairman, 
ARTHUR T. BUSHBY, Secretary. 
To His Excellency The Governor. 



PERSONAL-- In another column will be found a note from the Rev. Mr. Fouquet, Catholic 
Missionary, in reference to Hospital matters. It is due to that gentleman to states 
in this connection that in establishing an Hospital in the quiet and unostentatious 
manner he did, he has proved himself a true philanthropist; and in fcetiring in the 
very gentlemanly way he has done in favor of the present movement for the establishment 
of a Colonial Hospital he has merited the gratitude, and we feel confident he has 
secured, the respect and best wishes of all Glasses. 
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To the Editor of the B ri tish Columbian 

Sir, I notice in your issue of the 31st ultimo, a letter signed "Icognito," 

taking what I ftall a very erroneous view of the object of Governor Douglas 1 visit 
to the up-river towns. There may be, among us, a few who might be classed among the 
faces "long and thin," but the majority of the people are of the more hopeful type. 
They take a common sense view of the matter, and look a little farther into things 
than *Icognito," who failed to see while on his trip, that a feeling of confidence 
prevailed on this route, such as he never saw in the vicinity of "Pine Grove. * 

Governor Douglas did visit us, and he was accordingly asked for that which we 
needed most, viz., a Wagon Road, He promised us that road, and we consented a toll 
of $30 per ton should be levied. Not a tax, remember, but a toll . The understanding 
was distinct— it was a straight forward business transaction; you make the road and 
we pay the toll, and we just as fully expect the Government to carry out their part 
of the contract, as we intend to carry out ours. On the strength of this arrangement 
parties all along the route have made extensive improvements; for instance Messrs, 
Oppenheimer & Co., have just completed a large Brick warehouse at a cost of over 
$4,000. Mr. Witherel of Boston Bar has opened a Saloon, which for size and appear- 
ance is not equaled in the Colony, Mr. White of the same place has just opened a 
large and comfortable Hotel, and Messrs. Jolicoeur k Co. have in contemplation the 
erection of a still larger House to replace the one now in use by them. At Itftton 
improvements have not been as generally entered upon, owing in some degree to the 
scarcity of building material; to supply the needs is the first object, and Messrs 
Hanson & Land have erected a Steam Saw-mill, and in a few months hence, Lytton will 
tell her tale of improvement Beyond that point, at convenient distances in the 
direction of the Brigade trail, a number of houses of accommodation for travellers 
are being erected, so that altogether an amount of confidence is exhibited that would 
have gladdened the heart of "Incognito* had he not made it a point to hide his head 
among a set of croakers. "Incognito," I presume, is one of a class who have not 
failed to abuse the executive for the wilful expenditure of public money without due 
consideration, yet he assumes that the Yaleites are humbugged; how, or in what manner 
are we humbugged? Because a work equal in magnitude to any on this coast is not 
rushed into as hastily as he arrives at conclusions. Because time is taken for an 
accurate and minute survey of both sides of the river, with a view to obtaining the 
best and most economical site for a road. We are Humbugged. Humbugged forsooth; 
if this is humbug we want a little more of it in this Colony. 

It is true that the enterprise might have been entered upon sooner, but were the 
prospectsof the country a year ago such as would warrant the outlay? Yaleites 
thought not, and did not urge it. The Executive tho't not, and did not entertain it. 
But now things wear a different aspect. No doubt now exists of the undoubted richness 
of our mines or that next year will bring a large and permanent immigration, and a 
road through the canyons is now a paramount necessity. It is argued that one route 
through the Cascades is sufficient. We say not ; with all due deference to the 
opinions of landholders or speculators on either route, be they official or non- 
official , we say not. Let there be but one avenue to the interior, and what is 
the consequence? Say the Lillooet is the only route; why a monopoly, yes, a 
monopoly in spite of all that could be done. It is so now, even with a partially 
opened route along the Fraser. Is it not now completely under the control of a few? 
Can an outsider have goods carried through to as good advantage as the leading firms 
at Lillooet? What would be the rate of freight over that road, had it no competitor? 
What was the rate before the Canyon mule trails were opened? These are questions that 
business men can answer, and e very answer , and every answer would be an argument in 
favor of two roads to the interior. 

How would it be on this route, could a monopoly exist here? Not so really for 
the simple reason that any man having an ox-team can enter into competition with any 
combination that may be foimed, while the steam-boat connection on the Lillooet route 
must render it impossible for men of small means to compete in the carrying trade 
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With regard to awarding the contract to Watson, will "Incognito" tell "All Yale" 
how the Executive could have done otherwise? Had Watson 1 s bid been passed over in 
silence and the contract given to others at a higher figure. Watson, his friends, 
and "Incognito" would have uttered a cry of "jobbery and corruption which would have 
made our mountains ring. His Excellency has taken the only course open to him, viz., 
to award the contract to the lowest tender. It be true we suffer by delay, yet we 
would rather suffer than that a show of favorites should have been made. Had the 
Board of Works demanded that tenders should be accompanied by bonds, binding the 
parties under a heavy epnalty to accept the job and carry out the work at the price 
named, we would have fewer tenderers at such absurdly low figures. 

ALL YAIE. 

Yale, Dec. 1st, 1861* 



MUNICIPAL COUNCIL '< / ^ ^ 

Council met pursuant to adjournment, Dec. 2, 1861. Members present, the President, 
Messrs. Dickinson, Holbrook, Cormack, Johnston and Manson, 

A communication from C. Brew, C.I.P., was read, informing the Council that Mr. 
Charles R. Drew had been elected for Ward No. 1, and Mr. William Ross for Ward No. k 
as additional members of the Municipal Council under the provisions of the toinicipal 
Council Extension Act, 1861 <, 

A By-law for levying an additional tax of one per cent for the purpose of the Fire 
Department was introduced, and having passed through all its stages, was ordered to 
be forwarded to His Excellency the Governor for his sanations. 

Moved by Mr. Cormack, seconded by Mr. Dickinson, That the President is hereby 
instructed to communicate with the Governor, requesting him to direct that the rental 
of the water frontage lots be handed over to the Council, in accordance with the terms 
stated by him in July last, at which time His Excellency stated to the Council that he 
would grant them the rentals, and would also confer on them the power of borrowing 
money for the space of three years, or more if deemed necessary-- mortgaging the rents 
referred to in security for its payment— whereby the Council could at once proceed with 
the construction of the Levee or Esplanade; and in view of the great tide of immigration 
to be expected here this ensuing spring, it is imperatively necessary that not a moment 
should be lost in preparing for their accommodation and reception and for the commercial 
pospects consequent thereon.*— Carried 

A lengthy resolutions was passed, expressing regret at the timage sustained by J.T. 
Scott, caused by the earth thrown into the ravine by Mr. Burr, in grading for his 
building, and authorizing the President to take what action he may think expedient, 
and instructing the Committee of Public Works to adopt measures for the protection of 

property. 

The President was requested to write to Capt. G 0S set, asking him to construct a 
foot walk on Columbia street in front of the Treasury and Assay office. 

Mr. Holbrook gave notice that he would bring in a resolution at next meeting to 
make plank crossings at the bottom of Hall, Mary and Begbie streets, After which the 
Council adjourned. 
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A ROAD TO BURRARD BilET 

Our connection with Burrard Inlet has recently attracted considerable attention, 
owinp, no doubt, to the temporary interruption of the navigation of the Fraser 
this winter. It is proper therefore that the people should consider the best 
means of connecting it, as a harbor, with this city by a short and thorough 
road. The North Road, starting from the R.E. Camp, and striking the Inlet at 
Port Moody, is all very well as a military road, for which it was made, but we are 
inclined to the opinion that for commercial purposes, it is scarcely the thuig. 
It starts from the camp, is, in several places, on a very steep grade, and 
terminates at the extreme head of the Inlet, thereby causing vessels something 
like 8 miles of needless sailing. The continuation of Douglas street is, w think 
beyond a question, the proper site for a commercial connection with the Inlet. 
It starts from the very centre of the city, has an easy grade all the way, a 
distance of 5 miles, and intersects the Inlet at a point close to the sea, of 
very easy access to vessels, affording excellent anchorage, and one of the finest 
harbors on the coast-perfectly accessible to the largest ships afloat, while 
at the same tijne this road would pass through a very fine farming district. We 
are glad to know that the Chief Commissioner is favorable to this road. And 
when we take into consideration the deep property interest he has in the 
Worth Road, his magnanimous sacrifice of private interest to public good in 
this matter, not only speaks well for him, but adds great weight to the claims 
of the Douglas street road. We trust Colonel Moody will use his influence to 
have this important work prosecuted as soon as possible. And while upon this 
subject, we would point out what we conceive to be a great mistake is the manner 
of obstructing our main roads: that of merely cutting down the timber which 
stands upon the 18 or 20 feet of roadway about to be made. The allowance ior 
all important roads should not be less than one chain; and the forest should 
be at once cut down the entire width, even if the road is only to be 18 feet. 
This is important for two reasons: to prevent trees falling across ^the road, 
and to open it up to the free action of the sun and wind, without which we can 
never have dry roads. It would be infinitely better to have a roadway thus 
cleared with a mere trail, if need be, along the centre than to have an 18 or 
20 foot road turnpiked, hemmed in from the genial rays of the sun by the dense 
forest on either side. We would respectfully submit these suggestions for the 
consideration of the Chief Commissioner, and hope to see hira move shortly in 
the matter of the road to Burrard Inlet. 
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Education 

The question of education, or, in other words, the establishment of a system of 
public schools is rapidly assuming an important and urgent character. The people 
of this city have repeatedly brought this subject under the notice of His Excellency 
the Governor, but have always been put off with fair promises and evasive replies.^ 
We have now waited long enough, however, to be pretty well convinced that if we wait 
for action from that quarter, we may wait till doomsday. The paramount importance 
of education, and to that end, the importance of a public school system, regulated 
and endowed by the Government, is acknowledged by all civilized nations] consequently 
to argue the claims of the question would be a work of supererogation. Hut the 
necessity of having such a system upon a broad and non-sectarian basis, may not 
be so universally understood and admitted, and therefore, a few words upon this 
point may not be misplaced, Canada now possesses a common school system, superior, 
we have no hesitation in saying, to any other country. The Chief Superintendant 
of Education, a gentleman eminently qualified to fill the position he occupies, 
visited Europe, studied the various educational systems which obtained there, and 
from all th©se compiled one system, adapted to a new country, settled by all creeds 
and nations. And this system after being submitted to the test of upwards of twenty 
years, is now the pride and boast of that country. It is true that it had to 
encounter strong, bitter and protracted opposition, mainly from Catholicism and 
Episcopacy, but it is also true that it triumphed over every difficulty, and to-day 
occupies the proud position of the best educational system extant. Sectarian schools 
had their advocates, and they were neither few nor feeble, and for years a hard 
battle was fought; but now where is the Canadian to be found who is not proud, and 
justly so, of the common school system of Canada. We are well aware that there are 
those amongst us who have a decided objection, perhaps prejudice, to copying after 
anything Colonial; who would have us form everything for this Colony in English 
moulds. While we give way to no man in our esteem and veneration for the laws and 
institutions of Old England—or rather Great Britain we cannot close our eyes to 
the j&ct that a system admirably adapted to the Father land may be entirely unsuited 
to a new country like this—that it is a necessi£y to assimilate to the nature of 
the country and people any systems or local laws which it may be found necessary to 
introduce. In Canada this course was pursued. At first men were very conservative, 
and strongly opposed the departure from the good old land marks, doubly endeared 
to them from the consideration that they were sacred relics of their youth and 
their dear native land. But gradually these prejudices wore off, and, as men's 
minds were convinced of the necessity of yielding to circumstances and adapting 
themselves to the peculiarities and stern necessities of a new country, now that 
country possesses an educational, a municipal, and many other systems which ether 
countries similarly situated would do well to copy after. And as it is always wise 
to profit by the experience of others as well as that of ourselves, we think that in 
inaugurating an., educational system for British Columbia, it would be well to make 
use of the long experience of Canada* by adopting at least as far as circumstances 
will admit, her common school. system. 

That this Colony resembles Canada in all the essential characteristics which 
would render the School system of that country applicable to this, must be admitted 
by all who are well informed upon the subject. And, indeed, there is every prebability 
that to the similarity between the two countries in other respects, there will also 
be super-added the still more potent consideration that British Columbia will be 
mainly peopled by Canadians, Indeed, we believe they will become one and inseparable ♦ 
Settlement, in its westward progress, will ere long reach the Rocky Mountains on the 
east, and British Columbia, on the other hand, taking possession of the vast prairies 
and rich mineral hills on the western slope will join hands and one foot upon the 
Atlantic and the other upon the Pacific, this great Continent will constitute one 
united, prosperous and glorious people, possessing all the powers of self-government 
but glorying in their connection with Great Britain. 
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But, to return, we think the time has arrived when the people ought to make a 
decided move in this matter. If Governor Douglas will not manifest sufficient 
interest in the welfare of this Colony to give this important subject his immediate 
attention, we think Colonel Moody ought to do something in the matter and if he 
does not possess the power to give us a school system, we think he has at least 
the power to have crown lands appropriated to the support of education. This 
ought to be done at once, and upon a liberal scale. The want of schools is now 
keenly felt in this city; and the total absence of them has deterred more than 
one family from settling here. . . 

We notice in the Colonist a few weeks ago an article upon this subject, m 
which, as an abstract question, the subject was handled well enoughj but in 
referring to this place he, as usual when writing upon matters belonging to this 
Colony, was quite at fault. He informed his readers that in this city a small 
appropriation for school purposes has been made; and that British Columbia has 
no yet a foot of land devoted to school purposes except a lit in New Westminster. 
We regret to say that no such appropriation has been made, but we are happy to 
inform our readers as well as the conductors of the Colonist that instead of one, 
there are lots appropriated for school purposes in this city— thanks to our Municipal 
Council for the same. In conclusion we would urge upon the Chief Commissioner 
the duty of moving in this matter, either by negotiation with our absentee Governor, 
or, if need be, with the Colonial Office. 

Municipal Council 

Council met pursuant to adjournment, Feb. 24, 1862. Members present, the 

President, Messrs. Brown, E oss , Holbrook, Cormack, Dickinson, Manson, Johnston 
and Drew. After the transaction of some financial business, the tenders for 
Douglas street were epened when the contract was awarded to Mr. Welsh at $1675- 
The Clerk was instructed to notify Mr. Sutherland that unless he came forward 
and sighed the contract for the Engine House on or before the 26th inst., it 
would be awarded to the next lowest tender. The Board of Works, with the addition 
of F. G. Richards, Chief Engineer, was appointed to superintend the erection of 
the Engine House. 

Thea trical , , . . ._ _. ■*««*_« 

The Potter Troupe continue to play every alternate night in the Pioneer Theatre 

with astonishing success. On Saturday night, Mr. Scott, the enterprising proprietor 
took a benefit, on which occasion "Othello" was played in grand style. The principal 
characters- were very creditably rendered indeed, Mrs. W. C. Forbes personating 
"Desdemona" with her usual ability. Mr. Forbes, as "Othello," als© display a high 
order of artistic talent. The musical entertainment between the pieces was well 
received. Miss V. Lawrence sang two pieces, as also the Hew Westminster Amateur 
Glee Club, who were loudly encored. The performance concluded with the amusing 
farce entitled "In and Out of Place," in which Miss V. Lawrence sustained five 
different characters with great ability. .,^ ,•.„-. 

On Tuesday night, Miss V. Lawrence took a benefit, when she had the best evidence 
of her popularity— a full house, and constant and vehement applause throughout the 
night. The piece was "Love's Sacrifice," and the farce "The Married Rake." As we 
have not room to enter into detail, we would say, in a word, that the performance 
on this occasion was a decided success. Miss V. Lawrence entertained the audience 
between the pieces with a comic local song, a parody on the "Rhail Road Keep, 
said to be the production of our City Bard, which caused great amusement. The 
applause was, as we have said, enthusiastic and continuous, leading to a summons at 
the close for Miss Lawrence and Mr. B. S. Mortimer. 
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The Executive Demented 

The vexed question of Indians residing in this city has been so repeatedly before 
the public both in the shape of newspaper articles, Grand Jury reports and Municipal 
Council proceedings and peepie have become so utterly disgusted with the disgraceful 
apathy and criminal inaction of the authorities, that we would not now venture in 
writing upon the subject to head the article "The Indian Nuisance," feeling assured 
that the paper would be impatiently c ast aside with the ejaculation, either thought 
or expressed, "confound the Indian nuisance l n The reason why we once more venture 
upon this dirty ground is because Government has actually taken action in the matter I 
Yes, astonished reader, the great power that regulates the affairs of this Colony 
has at last been graciously pleased to appropriate a reserve for the Indians I But 
hold 1 don(t shout "Vive le Governeur," till you know where and what it is. It is 
situated on the bank of the river, between this and Mr. Homer's mill, and has five 
chains frontage affording about as much dry land during the high water season as 
would suffice for a dozen, rats to sit upon I And this is the long-sought Indian 
Reserve , upon which, for sanitary and civilization purposes, are to be settled, 
say, fifteen hundred Indians and during the salmon season, double that number I 

Our objections to the arrangement are that it is altogether too near, and so 
situated that should any contagion break out there, it would be certain to communicate 
to the city, as during the summer months the wind blows from that quarter every day; 
and that the ground is notoriously too small for the accommodation of so many Indians,, 
The Municipal Council and Grand Juries have variously estimated the distance which 
the Indian Reserve should be from the city limits as from two to four miles; but 
in the most wanton disregard of the repeatedly expressed wishes of the people, they 
are to be located close to the city I Were a suitable location chosen we should say 
that several hundred acres should be set apart as a reserve, and properly apportioned 
amongst the different families, so that they could build comfortable houses and 
cultivate their ground, knowing it to be secured to them. Nothing would tend more 
to civilize and improve the Indians, than such an arrangement ! Under the present 
arrangement they will be all huddled together like so many steerage passengers in an 
emigrant ship midleg in mud and filth, and during certain seasons, devoured by 
mosquitoes. Is this the way to treat human beings be they white or red! Is it 
good policy so to use the Indians? Oh I that there were as much common sense in 
our Executive as is generally found in the cranium of an ordinary Canadian fanner; 
we should then be spared the humiliation of witnessing and suffering under a series 
of such blundering folly 



A REWARD OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS has been offered for the apprehension of Christian 
Homan, who broke jail in Lytton recently, carrying off some $200 belonging to the 
keeper. This man was committed for burning a Frenchman's house in that vicinity 
some time ago. Why is not the reward advertized in the papers? 

CUSTOMS RECEIPTS for the week ending May 17th h 1997 3s 8d: or $9,937.15. 

New Advertisements 

NOTICE 

WAGON ROAD BETWEEN CHAPMAN ■ S BAR AND BOSTON BAR 

Work will be commenced on this road immediately. 

250 MEN 
May find employment by applying on the work to 

Joseph ¥• Trutch, 
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To the Editor of the British Columbian 

Sir j —In your anxiety to laud the Rev. Mr. Fouquet, you certainly border 
on the marvellous. Are there really 3,400 Indians dwelling be twixt ffew Westminster 
and Fort Yale? And if so, did the rev. gentleman vaccinate that number? I 
question the first, and most assuredly doubt the second. If the labors of the 
rev. gentleman, at two important posts on the river, be a sample of the whole, 
I should say that having found the 3,400, an unit less than that number would 
comprise the Indians vaccinated. I abhor alike that sectional jealousy which 
sees good only in its own, and that fervour which elevates men at the expense 
of truth , I should hope that the devoted missionary himself has neither 
published or furnished for publication, the statistics advanced in your journal. 
The vaccination of a thousand Indians in one day, and by one man, needs no 
analysis to expose its absurdity. I fear, sir, there is a tendency to unduly 
exalt into notoriety the really useful labours of the Catholic priesthood. I 
seek not to penetrate the policy which dictates this, but I do know that if 
persevered in it will fan into life and active hostility that which had better 
for ever remain dormant. When Mr. Duncan can exile himself from civilization 
Mr. Garratt brave that sink of sinks, the Victoria Reserve, and Mr. Robson in 
Nanaimo, ploddingly toil, without the aid of newspaper paragraphs to stimulate 
him, Mr. Fouquet can surely afford to "do good by stealth, and blush to find it fameo" 

Yours, 

CATHOLICAL. 

(Note In justice to Mr. Fouquet we must state that the newspaper notoriety he 

has unwittingly attained, is not of his seeking. The information we published last 
week was sought by the writer, who regrets that "Catholical* calls in question the 
correctness of the statement. A medical gentleman in high standing informs us 
that as many as 1,500 may be vaccinated by one person in a day. And as to the 
total number who have passed under the rev. gentleman 1 s lancet, we believe we kept 
considerably within the truth. He visited 23 Indian villages or ranchieras, most 
of them two or three times; and in this city he vaccinated Indians representing 
17 villages, principally on the coast. We fail to see in the paragraph we wrote 
last week an attempt at laudation—it was a simple statement of fact , giving credit 
as we hope always to do, without the slightest reference to creed or color, for 
what we believed to be a public good. It is with regret, however, we observe in 
the above communication a spirit unworthy a "true Catholic. "—Ed.) 

In a reply to these editorial comments, published on June 7, 1862, Catholical 
admitted to' being a Protestant, and continued to question the ability of any 
person to vaccinate so many Indians as had been claimed by the editor. In a 
second reply, the editor listed the villages and number of visits made by Father 
Fouquet. 
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Our Canadian Friends 

Wo believe we were unfortunate enough to incur the displeasure of some of our 
countrymen by an article we wrote on the 27th ult., in which we endeavored to 
portray a class of those who came from that country this season, and who have, 
to a certain extent, brought disgrace upon the name — almost made it a by-word 
in Caribooo Now while nothing could have been further from our mind than an 
intention unnecessarily to hurt the feelings of any, of course it was to be 
expected that those whom the cap fitted would wear it; but, at the same time, 
we cannot conceive by what right those who do not belong to the class we descrxbed 
can feel aggrieved. "We should be extremely sorry to be understood to write dis- 
paragingly of Canadians as a class. We claim Canada as our native land, and we 
feel proud of it. And indeed Canada has no need to hang down her head in British 
Columbia. She is well represented here. Many of her sons have been here from the 
beginning and have done nobly—have made their mark in the country* And, as a 
class thev are undoubtedly the men for this country. Our opinion of Canadians* 
as a whole" is, and has ever been, high, which the readers of the British Columbian 
can abundantly testify. We cannot, however, close our eyes to the painful fact 
that a considerable number of th^se who came out this year were entirely unfit 
for pioneers— nay, worse, some of them were a disgrace and a curse I The more 
information we obtain upon this point the more thoroughly do we feel convinced of 
this humiliating truth. We have recently conversed with intelligent and reliable 
Canadians, who have spent the season in Cariboo, and who assure us that they were 
at times almost tempted to deny their country on account of the unmanly and disgraceful 
conduct of some of their countrymen. Now, while it would be most gratifying to 
our national pride to be able to write approvingly of our countrymen without the 
painful necessity of making any exception, common candor compels us to expose the 
particular class for which our strictures were designed, so that Canadians, as a 
whole, may not be held responsible for their ill manners. 

Neither would we be understood to assume that success in the mines, or, indeed, 
in any other employment, is to be taken as a test of the value or quality of the 
man. It would seem that the fickle dame, "Fortune," not unfrequently smiles upon 
a very indifferent class. And especially does this appear to be the case in the 
occupation of mining. Indeed we are acquainted with many who have displayed an 
astonishing amount of energy and perseverance; who have climbed the snow-clad 
mountains, and penetrated the tangled and swampy forests of Cariboo season after 
season; who have been dbeady hard workers and industrious prospectors, and yet 
have failed to "strike it," But these are not the men to sit down in feckless 
apathy, and curse others for that which is simply the result of their own folly 
and laziness o 



There are many worthy Canadians amongst us just now who are almost at their 
wits end. They came out with little more cash than would land them in the country, 
believing they would experience no difficulty in procuring immediate employment at 
high wages. But on their arrival they found everything so different frcm what they 
anticipated that they are now sorely puzzled to know what to do. To such we would 
say, keep up your courage. Take hold of any work you can get, and be not too parti- 
cular as to the amount of pay. Better work for low wages than be idle. Any man 
can earn as much here as he could in Canada, at the very worst , Shingle-*iakers are 
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(Our Canadian Friends cont'd* ) 

earning their $2^ to $3 a day, and there is plenty of room for more. Wood-choppers 
are making from $2 to $4 a day, and the market is not glutted. There is employment 
for a considerable number of men in clearing suburban lots. The Municipal Council 
is almost certain to have upwards of twenty thousand dollars to expend this season. 
The Government will give out a considerable amount of work in this vicinity; and, 
altho" payment will be made in "land scrip,* yet it is as good as the money at 20 
per cent discount ; and if you wish to take up land, either town, suburban or rural, 
it is as good as cash. Pitch into any honest job you can get for the winter, and 
your chances will be much better next season than were you to arrive an entire 
stranger in the country. 

We have men in this town now who in Canada were merchants, lawyers, doctors, 
engineers, and schoolmasters, but who have nobly accommodated themselves to the 
circumstances and trials of this Country, and who may be seen any day handling the 
pick and shovel, or the axe, with all the spirit and grace of a proficient. Men 
coming here must not think to stand on ceremony, or put on airs. The writer can 
speak from practical experiences He came to this Country in the spring of , 59i 
but finding things in a very different shape from what he anticipated, he went to 
work in earnest at grading, grubbing, chopping, making shingles, or such work as 
he could get altho" he had for fifteen years been engaged in commercial business 
before coming here It came hard at first, it is true; but perseverence carried 
him through, and he came off victorious. And so will you, reader, if you but acquit 
yourself like a man, and, leaving croaking and repining to others, make the most 
of such opportunities as may fall across your patho 



GOVERNMENT BAKERY 
fc- AND — 



FAMILY GROCERY 

— 000 — 

* Philip Hick, 
Jetton Square 
Keeps constantly on hand, and is selling at very low prices 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, 

a choice assortment of 

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS, 

BREAD, PIES, CAKES, BISCUIT', &c 

Parties proceeding to 

CARIBOO 

will find a complete supply of such articles as they 
require in this establishment. 
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Nsws From the Interior 

Advices from Williams Creek are to the 14th. Heavy rains had produced a 
freshet which had filled the shafts and caused many who were making preparations 
for working during the winter to abandon the idea. Mr. H. P. Mosher, of the 
£ Pint Glaim," called at our office and showed us a specimen of the pay dirt 
from the bed-rock in his claim. The specimen was a small box full of dirt, 
about 10 x 6 inches, and about 3 inches thick, in which the yellow nuggets were 
to be seen protruding in every direction, one of which had the appearance of 
being very large. The amount of gold in the piece of dirt was estimated at 
about $400 and we were assured it was just in its original shape as taken from 
the claim, an assurance fully corroborated by the appearance of the lump, Mr. 
Mosher is taking it down to California for the purpose of gratifying the curiosity 
of his friends there B If we mistake not a sight of- this sample of British Columbia 
soil will start another gold fever there which will result in a rush next season* 

We have received from this gentleman the particulars of a most brutal attempt 
at murder committed upon the person of a Frenchman, on Sabbath the 26th ult., 
between Lillooet and Seaton Lake, by a man giving the name Marks. This man had 
travelled with the Frenchman, had ridden his horse and been the recipient of 
sundry favors from him on the way down from Cariboo, But although he seemed 
to have won the confidence of the communicative and unsuspecting Frenchmanf he 
was looked upon with a degree of suspicion by others of the jarty. In travelling 
from Lillooet to Seaton Lake on the day referredtto, these two chanced to be alone. 
When they were at a bend in the road, about midway between these two points, 
the man ^arks suddenly presented his revolver at the head of his unsuspecting 
companion breaking the cap but not discharging the chamber. The Frenchman threw 
his pack off his shoulder exclaiming, *0h, you would not shoot me would you?" 
whereupon the heartless brute in human form again leveled his revolver and fired 
this time putting a bullet through the Frenchman's neck; and, helping himself 
to the small bag of dust which his victim had just thrown down he decamped. 
Mr. Mosher coming along shortly after this scene was enacted, found the poor man 
lying on the road holding his hand on the wound. He had him cared for, and 
it is expected he will soon recover as the bullet had passed through his neck 
fortunately without coming in contact with anythingvital. The officers were 
soon upon the track of the scoundrel Marks, and succeeded in capturing him at 
Fountain, 11 miles beyond Lillooet. The Frenchman's name we have not learned. 
He belongs to Victoria, where he has a family residing. The bag of dust, con- 
taining only some six hundred dollars, was not recovered with the villain. 

To Captain George Henry Richards, R.M.. F»R A-S. & Commanding HifM. 5. Hecate 

Sir r— The Municipal Council of New Westminster, being the only representative 
body in British Columbia, hail with pleasure the opportunity i> - afforded them before 
your return to England, of offering you their sincere thanks for the zeal you have 
ever displayed in portraying the navigation of the Fraser River in its true colours, 
for the ability with which you have conducted its survey, and more especially for 
exhibiting to the world an incontrovertible proof of the great capacity of that noble 
stream for commercial purposes, by your bringing H.M.S. Hecate, of 200 toners gxstSjr, 
past our wharves; a fact which refutes all the statements that have been so 
industriously circulated regarding the character of our Port, and should be sufficient 
to dispel the misapprehensions created in the minds of Foreign Skippers by those 
who are interested in retarding our progress. 

The value of your services to this Colony cannot be too highly appreciated. The 
accurate surveys of our coast will be invaluable to unborn generations of mariners, 
and commerce will ever owe you a debt of gratitude 
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Couldn't Get Spliced — Amongst the numerous anomalies of our present absentee 
system of Government is the absence of any authority for issuing marriage 
licenses in this Colony. Any one desiring to take unto himself a wife must 
either procure a license from the neighboring Colony, or submit to the tedious 
process of publishing the banns in Church. Ayoung couple having become suddenly 
possessed on Monday last with a desire to become one flesh, application was 
made to e ach of the three clergymen in this city, eliciting the chilling and 
unsatisfactory reply, "can't be done unless you obtain a license from Victoria, 
or else wait to be published in Church, M Now this is a most deplorable state 
of affairs, and one which demands the immediate intervention of the Executive. 
It is most desirable that no impediment should be placed in the way of these 
matrimonial alliances in a young Colony like this and we trust arrangements 
will be made forthwith for remedying this defect, by authorizing the Attorney 
General, the Registrar General, or some other suitable official, to issue marriage 
licenses in this beautiful Colony of British Columbia. We listened to a very 
animated conversation between two ladies the other evening, growing out of the 
above incident, and they agreed that it was " a shame and disgrace that a British 
Colony would be found in which a marriage license could not be obtained;" and 
we think &• ba#» 

A New Road — -We learn that a new road, or more properly an extension of the Pitt 
River road is now in process of negotiation. Commencing at the *mouth of the 
Pitt," and traversing a fertile flat lying between the Fraser and the mountain 
ridge, it terminates, for the present at least, at a point some five miles above 
^angley, on the opposite side of the Fraser of course, where a number of settlers 
have commenced operations. We are informed that along the entire course oftthe 
proposed road the land is good and most favorably located for settlement. Quite 
a number of farms are already taken up by actural settlers, aid there telltUe 
doubt that itonly requires the construction of this road to ensure the immediate 
settlement of the entire section. The project is an important one, and we 
sincerely trust Government will facilitate its consumation. If there is one 
thing of greater importance than another at the present juncture, it is promoting 
and fostering the settlement of our agricultural lands. And for this the present 
time is, we have reason to believe, more than usually opportune, as we have 
amongst us quite a number of promising young men who are just wavering upon the 
subject of taking up farms; and it only requires such a district to be opened 
up as the one alluded to in order to secure a number of desirable set tie re. We 
look upon the settlement of every practical farmer in the Colony as of greater 
value than twice the purchase price of his farm. 

The Temperance meeting last night was well attended, and the Rev. Mr. Jamieson 
was listened to with patient interest. The Rev. Mr. Hall, of Victoria, happening 
to be present, made a few vary pertinent remarks which were well received, at 
the close seventeen names were added to the society. 

The Government Assay Department — »The amount of gold dust assayed* fcb the establishment 
during the month of October was $115,000 and during Monday and Tuesday last $27,000 
This is a great advance on last year, and indicates a growing confidence in the 
conduct of the institution,, 

Abstract of Prison Returns for the month of October, 1862. In jail on the 1st 

of the month, 21 j received during the month, 19; discharged during the month, 14; 

in Jail on the 31st of the month, 26 * 
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The Past Celebration 

We very much doubt whether, in proportion to our numbers, any community 
upon which the sun shines was ever more unanimous and whole-souled in the 
observance of a national holiday than was this community upon Monday last. 
Not only was all business suspended for the nonce, but every man seemed to 
vie with his neighbor in taking an active part in the proceedings of the 
day. The prograiime, which we published on Saturday, was carried out most 
successfully- The day was ushered in by the firing of guns and the ringing 
of bells. We must now take a hasty glance at the city in her holiday garb. 
The arches and decorations which on Saturday night were unfinished, had 
as if by seme mysterious agency attained a state of perfection for which 
we were scarcely prepared. Let no one suspect Sabbath desecration in this 
connection. But work commenced as soon as the Sabbath was over, and was 
pursued with a vigor that produced wonder* ere the sun rose upon the scene 
of gay festivities. Where the decorations were so numerous and complete 
it would be almost invidious to mention any particular cases. We cannot, 
however, resist the temptation to name some of those establishments which 
distanced all others in the taste and extent of embelishment and display; 
and as we cannot possibly particularize we shall simply make the order in- 
dicate relative merit; Mr Philip Hick's large building including the Masonic 
Hall and Mr. Ramage's Jewelry Shop; the Hyack Engine Hattr.*d the Commercial 
Establishment of Mr. Jo A. Webster; Mr Clarkson's buildings, including 
the stores of Messrs. Smith k Murray, and Mr. S. T. Tilley; Mr. Richard's 
Blizzard; the Treasury and Assay buildings and Mr. J- T. Scott's Billiard 
Saloon. There are others entitled to special mention, but our limited room 
admonishes us to be brief. There was one object which it would be altogether 
unpardonable to pass in silence. The square arch erected on Lytton Square 
under the able supervision of Mr, Ramage, by Canadians, was a piece of work 
which would not lose in comparison with similar structures in our "fatherland a n 
At noon, the time appointed for the general githeriiig at lytton Square, Colonel 
Moody and staff rode into town in full dress, and joined with the citizens. 
At twelve the guns again thundered forth the bells the while merrily pealing. 
After the salute was over the Royal Engineers sent up a large baloon which 
excited much interest, and, amongst the aborigines, wonder and awe. Three 
hearty cheers were given for the Queen and three for the Prince of Wales, 
after which the national anthem was sung by all the people. H. Holbrook, Esq , 
President of the Municipal Council and Chairman of the Managing Committee, 
then stepped out on the balcony of the "Hyack Hall" and * ad the following 
address from the Municipal Council to the Prince of Wales: 

TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WAIES, &c, &c. 

Sir,-- -The Municipal Council of New Westminster, British Columbia, in Council 
assembled, most respectfully desire to congratulate you on this your natal 
day, and to express:, their fervant loyalty and devotion to Your Royal Highness 
in which feeling they as the only representative body in the Colony, reflect the 
sentiments of every class in British Columbia. 

The virtues of your illustrious parent, our Gracious Queen, have so endeared 
the hearts of her people, so entwined their affections with a home feeling of 
love and reverence, that we can best express our loyal affection by saying 
that her sorrows are our sorrows, and in her happiness we can rejoice with 
unspeakable joy. It is in the gratification of these feelings of sympathy 
and' loyal affection that we too rejoice in Your h oyal Highness having attained 
that age to enable you to become an affectionate councillor and supporter 
to Her Gracious Majesty in the duties of her exalted station. 
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We feel proud that this Colony, as well as the city in which we reside, 
should be distinguished by the baptismal name graciously bestowed upon them 
by our Most Excellent Queen, and we confidently hope that the happy thought of 
Her Majesty will be a favorable omen of rapid prosperity; and that Tour 
Royal Highness may witness, before many years, the infant Colony of British 
Columbia, through the industry and enterprise of its pioneer settlers, become 
one of the brightest jewels in the British Crown, 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
On behalf of the Municipal Council, 

Your Royal Highness 1 most obed't. serv't, 
(signed) Henry Holbrook, President* 

He then read the following address prepared by the Committee which was 
submitted to the people and unanimously adopted: 

TO HI? ROYAL HIC3TNESS THE PRIKCE OF WALES 
SIR: 

Kay it please Your Royal Highness : 
On behalf and in the name of the loyal Colonists of British Columbia, who 
have chosen us to represent them on the present auspicious occasion. We 
hereby congratulate Your Royal Highness upon attaining your majority. 

We embrace the present opportunity of assuring Your Royfc! FELghness of our 
unwavering loyalty and devoted attachment to the person and Government of the 
royal lady, who is at once your august mother and our beloved Queen, under 
whose benign sceptre we esteem it equally our privilege and pride to dwell, 
conscious that our temporal welfare can be no where more secure, and our 
material interests no where better protected. 

We have observed with pleasure the comprehensive system of travel which 
it has pleased Your Royal Highness to pursue of late years, a system which 
cannot fail to expand the views and mature the intellect of all who possess 
its advantages] and we are encouraged to hope that at a day not far distant 
Your Royal Highness may visit this portion of the British Empire, the Yask 
and varied resources of which are now in process of rapid development. 



Many of us have marked the progress of Your Royal Highness from the cradle 
till now with profound admiration of the sound christian training and enli&htenedi 
teaching which, under the wise direction of your late estimable father, 
Your Royal Highness has received, affording to us and to all classes of 
Her Majesty's subjects everywhere an assurance that when it may please the 
Divine parent of all good to call hence our present Gracious Sovereign (which 
event we devoutly pray may be removed far from us) Your Royal Highness will 
ascend the throne of your illustrious ancestors well qualified by virtuous 
example and carefully inculcated precept, worthily and successfully, by the 
blessing of God, to guide the destinies of a great and free people* 

In conclusion, we a&ain tender Your Royal Highness, on our own behalf and 
that of our fellow Colonists, our most hearty and unfeigned gratulations 
upon the important and joyous event of the twenty-first anniversary of the 
illustrious birth of our future King. 

(Signed) H. Holbrook, Chairman,, 

J, Ramage 

J. Cooper, 

J. Rob son, 

J. T. Scott, 

A. White e 

New Westminster, B.C., Nov. 10th, 1862 Q 
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Appropriate and interesting speeches were then made by Mr. Holbrook, 
Col* Moody, R*E., Rev 6 J. Sheepshanks and Mr. Clarkson* The Colonel then 
stepped into the Hall, where were assembled the children from the R* E. 
Camp and those of the city with a good sprinkling of Ladies and addressed 
first the young folks, urging the duty to pray for not only our Beloved 
Queen and the Royal Family generally, but especially for that illustrious 
Prince whose majority they were celebrating and who in the ordinary course 
of events was destined to be our King and then appealed to the mothers, ^ 
pointing them to the Queen mother as a pattern, and telling an interesting 
anecdote of the Royal children as illustrative of the effects of the dwallent 
training they receive* The refreshments, provided by the Committee were next 
served to the juveniles, and afterwards extended to the Ladies. Fruits 
were also generally distributed amongst the people outside. At this stage 
of the proceedings the Colonel and his staff mounted and rode off amidst 
cheers and plaudits from the multitude. Next in order came the "Athletic 
Games, " which were successfully conducted, to the great amusement of the 
people, under the able management of Hr J. T. Sc«tt, in whose hands the 
Committee had placed fifty dollars for prizes. These games occupied the 
remainder of the afternoon* 

THE ILLUMINATION 

Next came the illumination and the dinner. No sooner had night cast 
her dark mantle over the city than, as if in defiance of her power, a 
universal blase of light dispelled the darkness. From every window, balcony 
and arch, issued forth the cheering and gladdening rays. And now these 
decorations which looked so well during the day were displayed in all their 
ref fulgent splendor. A huge pyramidal bonfire on Iytton Square sent up 
its blaze which must have been observable from a great distance. Our good 
city truly presented an animating and joyous picture, a state of things 
which was kept up till a late hour. Here again our Military friends aided 
greatly to the amusement and interest of the occasion. A number of fire 
baloons were sent up, and werej&tched in their airy flight with absorbing 
interest by the young folks. Fire balls too had been provided and caussd 
lively times amongst the crowd on lytton Square. 

THE DINNER 

Was a greet success notwithstanding the fears to the contrary, growing out 
of the shortness of the time, and the difficulty experienced by the Committee 
in procuring a room of sufficient dijasnsions* The large Hyack Engine room 
was tastefully decorated, and sixty gentlemen sat down to as good a dinner 
as could be desired, a dinner which reflected great credit upon Mr. Edmonds 
by whom it was provided. The Chair was occupied by Mr. Holbrook, supported 
on the right by the Chief Justice, and on the left by Captain Cooper, Harbor- 
master. The Vice chairs were filled by Mr. J* A. R. Homer and Mr. tf. E. 
Cormack, but the former being obliged to leave before the removal of the 
cloth his place was filled by Mr. Robson. After ample justice was done 
to the viands, the following toasts were given and duly responded to; 

Chairman, The Queen 

» Allspt^ Edward, Prince of Wales 

» Prince Alfred and the rest of the Royal Family 

» ftis Excellency the Governor 

w The Army and Navy 

1st Vice Col. Moody, and the Officers of the Royal Engineers 

2nd Vice The Clergy of all denominations 

1st Vice The Judge of the Supreme Court of British Columbia 
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2nd Vice Officials of the Civil Service 

1st Vice Municipal Council 

2nd Vice Fire Department and Members of the Hyack Engine Co. 

1st Vice Trade and Commerce of British Columbia 

2nd Vice Mining Interests of British Columbia 

Chair Press 

« The Pioneers of British Columbia 

* The ladies 

"■ Hon. Malcolm Cameron, Our Delegate 

After which several volunteer toasts were given and responded to. 

In regard to the numerous speeches made in proposing and responding 
to the above toasts we can only say that amongst the usual amount of bunkum 
there were a number of more than ordinarily good speeches made onlhe occasion 
some of which we sincerely regret our inability to publish. The dinner 
party broke up at a late hour, every one pleased with mine host, himself, 
and all the world beside. We may mention here, as we omitted to do so iii 
regular order, that on Sabbath, which was really the birth-day of the Prince, 
and instead of which Monday was kept, special and appropriate services were 
conducted in all the churches in this city. 

THE BALL ON TUESDAY NIGHT 

Owing to the inclemency of the weather covered caravans were provided 
by the Committee and employed in conveying the ladies to and from the 
ball. The large and beautiful north-east ward of the Royal Columbian 
Hospital was prepared for the occasion, the Steward's room and the Surgery 
being set apart as dressing rooms for the ladies and gentlemen respectively. 
Although during the entire day and night a drizzly sleet and snow continued 
to fall the attendance was large, numbering 35 ladies and 55 gentlemen, 
which, considering our population, the paucity of ladies, and the unfavorable 
circumstances , quite exceeded the expectations entertained by the Committee. 
Colonel Moody and lady honored the occasion with their presence; and, if 
one may judge from appearances and the lateness of the hour at which the 
party broke up, all enjoyed in a high degree the social reunion in honor 
of the illustrious Prince. 

It is but right to add that the %naging Committee— tho r we say it 
that should not — deserve credit for the success of the two days celebration; 
for, to their persevering energy under untoward circumstances, is, in 
a very great measure, to be attributed that success. 

And now that the celebration of the twefrty-first anniversary of the 
birth of the Heir Apparent to the British throne is over, we may be pardoned 
for saying that in this place it was conducted in a manner and upon a 
scale every way worthy such an auspicious occasion, and creditable to the 
capital of a great but young Colony. Although minus a head — our Governor 
resides in another Colony, and the whole affair was consequently thrown 
upon the people— everything was harmony and success; and the spontaneous 
expression of loyalty and devotion to our beloved Queen and her Government 
was all the more real and worthy of notice „ There was just one feature 
calculated to produce feelings of regret and call forth expression of 
disapprobation. We refer to the conspicuous absence, from first to last, 
of the major portion of the Government Officials. These men, whose especial 
duty it is on such national occasions to lead and stimulate the people, 

thought proper to stand aloof altogether, either because they deemed themselves 
too good to come in contact with those by whom they live and whose business- 
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they are paid for doing, or else their loyalty was not sufficient for 
the occasion. Whichever was the real cause their conduct is alike 
discreditable and to be regretted. 



FULL AND RUNNING OVER— There are now 30 prisoners in Jail. Night before last 
there were 31 one of whom had to be chained to a log in the shed over night, 
there being no room inside. Two Indian prisoners from the Coast who were taken 
to Victoria in the Devastation are expected up by the next steamer, and what 
the Warden will do with them we are at a loss to understand. Surely the extension 
of the Jail which we understood was commenced some time ago, ought to be prose- 
cuted with vigor. 

CHURCH NOTICES 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH— Divine Service in the -fireman's Hall on Sabbath at 11 a* m , 
and 6i p. m. Sabbath School in the Manse at 2^. Prayer Meeting at the Manse 
every Thursday evening at 7 o f clock. 

R. Jamieson. 

HOLT TRINITY CHURCH, NEW WESTMINSTER—Divine Service on Sundays at 11 a. m Q , 
and in the evening at 7. And on Friday evening s at 7 o'clock. The last two 
pews on each side of the aisle reserved for strangers. 

J. Sheepshanks, M. A., Rector. 

C. Knipe, M. A. 

WESIEYAN METHODIST CHURCH— -Divine Service is held in the We sleyan^ Church, Mary 
Street, New Westminster, every Sabbath at 11 o'clock a. nu, and 6 5 c'clock p. m. 
Sabbath School at 2 o'clock in the afternoon. The first five pews on the south 
side are reserved for the military at morning service. Strangers provided with 

seats. 

E. White, Pastor. 

Residence, corner of Prevost and 
Mary streets, near the Church. 



W. J. ARMSTRONG 

opposite Liverpool Wharf 

NEB WESTMINSTER, B- Co 

Wholesale and Retail 

Dealer in 

GROCERIES, PROVISIONS, HARDWARE, PAIHTS, ©US, CROCKERY 

and GLASSWARE 

Just received a new stock, the best assortment in British 
Columbia which will be sold CHEAP FOR CASH and cash only, 
except to families having a permanent residence in the city, 
with whom monthly accounts will be opened „ 

N.B. Fresh butter from Mr. McRoberts, Pitt River and Iangley 
ranches constantly on hand. 
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To the Editor of the Columbian 

Sir:— There is an old proverb about closing the stable door, &c, its verification 
may be seen in a late circular issued by the Government. I knew, the magistrates 
knew, the public knew, that a Constable in Elwyn's office was working two claims 
during his tenure of office, and that he only held his position while the success 
of those claims was doubtful. Others in that office hold not alone one claim but 
many; and it is said that the virtuous Elwyn will look upon this circular as a 
most precious vehicle of resignation. 

That the Chief Justice signed the cheque assuring Travis of his pay is well 
known, and as there are more ways of killing a cat &c, why it is just possible 
that His Honor may receive dividends without purchasing a certificate. 

What is the difference between a good mining claim and a desirable pre-emption 

If Judge Begbie could accept twenty acres of land from Dud Moreland, and if the 
said Moreland could, on appeal to the said Judge procure a certificate of improvement 
in opposition to the will of the resident Magistrate, why he, the said Judge, can 
hold a claim, or twenty, and feel no qualms of conscience withal. The fact is, sir, 
that much of the action of official residents in Cariboo was a burlesque on the 
majesty of British law. Constables whose poverty was conspicuous previous to their 
entering Cariboo, could on a merely nominal salary, venture on an outlay of risk 
from which prudent men of means would have shrunk. 

The superiors of these men so far from discountenancing set the example of 
venality. Thus officers and officials became creatures of interest and the instru- 
ments of all who had prospects to offer in exchange. I blame not the needy for 
this, but the Government who appointed and sustained them. 

There are men in this Colony, and in the magisterial corps too, above reproach. 
It is the interest of every executive to appoint such men with salaries approximating 
at least to their necessities. Let the officers of these men be men of character 
also, and let us hear no more of needy spendthrifts being placed in positions of 
responsibility merely to "make a raise ." I cannot close this without adverting to 
the most abortive efforts of the Chief Justice and the magisterial corps of Cariboo 
in the matter of gambling. The chink, chink of the gambling table— the cursee of 
its devotees—nay, even the dead victim of its fury told with startling vividness 
its horrors. Yet no hand arrested its course, no official power denounced its 
presence. It may be proper, it is surely easy, to scathe a poor wretch on whom 
the verdict of "guilty" has just fallen; but it would cause us to see in our 
Chief Justice a nearer approach to the fearless dignity of the British Bench did he 
arrest the vitality of crime by the destruction of its cause. 

New Westminster, Nov. 7th, 1862. 
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THE LATE JUDICIAL MURDER 

In our last issue we had but room to give a hurried and brief resume of the 
fact and circumstances connected with the demise of James Locke, who was at the 
time a prisoner in the Jail here, awaiting trial at the approaching assizes. This 
melancholy incident possesses far too much interest and importance, however, to be 
permitted to pass with a mere cursory notice. It possesses a thrilling interest 
for every inhabitant of this Colony, an Interest which may even be said to extend 
far beyond the natural boundary of British Columbia, penetrating almost every land — 
seeing almost eyery country is represented in our population — an interest for the 
fond loved ones we have left far behind us. 

It would appear that not only is that barbarous law which incarcerates 
the honest debtor in force here but that if A owes B the latter can go before a 
Judge of County Court, and by simply making oath to the fact cause the former to 
be arrested and locked up in Jail, without any reference whatever to hie intentions 
to leave the Colony. Thus A and B may be respectable merchants, permanently settled 
in the country and perfectly solvent, withal; and yet the one may, through a mere 
personal grudge, have the other arrested and imprisoned for a comparatively trifling 
debt, a step that may end in his ruin, for we all know how few friends a man has 
when overtaken by adversity, and how creditors will crowd in, once a man gets 
involved. That such a law is a disgrace to any enlightened Christian country, and 
should with all possible haste, be erased from our Statute books, we fancy needs 
no arguments from us, especially when we have so very recently had the most striking 
proof of its dire workings in the death of Locke. This man entered our Jail on 
the 22nd of October, the very picture of health, and was carried out on the 22nd 
inst., an emaciated corpse I One short month in that whited sepulchre proved 
sufficient to enable death to erase the name of Locke from the criminal calendar 
for the approaching assizes and summon him before the great Judge of all. He may 
have been guilty of that which was charged against him and which at the worst we 
are led to believe could only have been made out "misdemeanor, * But whether guilty 
or innocent, it matters not for our present purpose. He was accused— thrown into^ 
prisono Before he had been there two weeks, he complained of a strange numb feeling 
in his left hand, a feeling which rapidly extended over the entire left side, 
depriving him of the use of it. He is taken quite 111; complains of the cold 
and damp atmosphere of the cell—implores the authorities to remove him to the 
hospital— assures a friend on Wednesday that he could not live long in that cell- 
that he could not live two days in it. But although he knew he was dying— must 
die if not removed; altho' all knew it, yet the barbarous and inexorable law 
must take its course. Not because he was accused of crime, but because he owed 
some money which he had not the available means of paying, he must be offered up 

a sacrifice he must die I The accusation of embezzlement was not in the way at alio 

Judge Brew stated to the Jury that he should have had him removed to the Hospital 
had it not been for the debt. Do you hear that ye merchants and traders, ye mechanics 
and laborers? Ye are all liable to get in debt, although none need be dishonest ■ 
Ye are all liable to be cast into prison, and share the fate of the murdered Locke, 
whose blood assuredly cries to Heaven against the instrument of his death. You 
are, as a debtor, not only liable to be arrested any day and thrust into a loath- 
some dungeon with murderers and raving lunatics, but your fate is infinitely worse— 
entirely beyond the reach of help, should you be stricken down by the noxious, 
poisoned atmosphere of you cell. A sick criminal may be removed from the cause of 
death, but you cannot. Your friends may look on and see you dying for lack of pure 
air to breathe; but they are entirely powerless to aid you, unless they possess the 
means of paying the amount claimed of you, whether justly or otherwise. 

But it must be obvious that the law alone is not to blame, for however unrighteous 
that law may be, its application and consequences would be very different indeed 
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had we a proper Jail. And here lies the blackest part of the tale. Our Jail is 

Z.-T/ P • • , lo „». i, ir «+lM as well as for debtors. The convicts manage to 

^ fl V°» SXv are* oSali day .?Sri labor. But the debtor and lunatic" are 
Uve because they are out all day die The „,, ltBBM of the 

SirJorTi-eST/antsoHl especially when it is j. crammed th at they are 
huddled together two and sometimes three, in a cell 5 X 7 feet, as has been we 
case for some tfc», is not unknown to His Excellency the Governor. He has the 
testimony of the medical attendant; he has the representation of Juries, he^as 
the appeals of this journal constantly ringing inHs ears; the death of the Indian 
SuqueToSa; the death of the lunatics Gee and Nicolas; the^re recent death 

°L J r t s ^^^r^t^iSSo^U"^ ^ r^numrity, 

Sd'on benS of o^fellow ColoSsts^ we fntreat His Excellency to put a stop to 
be SprisSment 0^^^, and to provide proper prison -Ration for 
dishonest debtors, as well as for lunatics and craanjl.. »» ^« ^ s ^ uffi 

S\£ rSTsW-LT^^LS b. !-i— - a »*— . and «-d. 

^he^iSS^ouncil met on Monday evening last at 7 o'clock, pursuant to adjournment, 
the President in the chair. Present Councillors Clarkson, Cormack, Cooper, Rose, 
Brown, Manson, Johnston and Dickinson. „„„„„„+ 

The Clerk read communications from the Colonial Secretary, stating that on account 
of the 4ate of the Treasury the Government could not allow the Council the rents 
of the water lots since 1861, but that the Chief Commissioner had been ^ ut £^ 
to allow them said rents since September 1862. For the same reasons the overnment 
could not at present refund the money spent by the Council in clearing lota. 

From T. R. Harsfall, Esq., M.P., and E. Turner, Esq., M.P., acknowledging the 
receipt of copies of the Petition from British Columbia to the British Parliament, 
and assuring the Council of their deep sympathy and he arty support . _ 

From the Secretary of the Kew Westminster Debating Society, conveying to the 
Council the thanks of the Society for their kindness in allowing them the use of 

thC From S^Committee of Management of the Prince of Wales' Celebration, containing 
the amount of the Committee's expenditures— $720. _ 

A petition was presented praying for the grading of Columbia street to Ellice 

^^On'motion of Mr. Ross, seconded by Mr. Cormack, the Tenders for grading Elliott 
street from Columbia street to Agnes street (26 in number) were read. 

Moved by Mr. Ross, seconded by Mr. Johnston, that Mr. William Layton's Tender, 
for $235. be accepted. — Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Cooper, seconded by Mr. Manson, the specifications for grading 
Columbia street from Hamley street to Douglas street, were read. Hie specifications 
provided for the grading of the street to the width of seventy-five feet, and to be 

either macadamized or gravelled. 

Moved by Mr. Manson, seconded by Mr. Cooper, that the specifications be so amended 
as to continue the grading to Ellice street, in accordance with the prayer of a petition 
before the Council. After considerable discussion the motion was ruled out of order 
by the President. Moved by Mr. Johnston, seconded by Mr. Cormack that the specification 
be referred to the Board of Works for amdnement 
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We have had occasion more than once to expose the untruthfulness of the vaporings 
of Anglo-Saxon, alias Helmcken , which appear from time to time in the Alta California, 
and our attention was attracted the other day by one of these letters, dated 
Victoria, November i+th, from which we cannot resist the temptation of making^ a few 
extracts for the amusement of our readers. After drawing a highly colored picture 
of the mines, the Doctor says: 

"Much abuse has been heaped upon the London ' Times Correspondent * for certain 
glowing communications published in that paper last year, and which induced a 
large number of persons to emigrate for British Columbia. That abuse has been 
totally unmerited; were those letters to be again published they would but re- 
iterate the opinions of most people at the present time, and would be less bright 
than those of our own journals, one of which, ,now defunct, has been the leader of 
the defamation, although at that time publishing more flaming descriptions, the 
editor has since chosen himself a delegate to England I The new comers are now as 
excited as those who arrived earlier were depressed and the former will pen descrip- 
tions as much exaggerating the gold fields as the latter have to defame them." 

A most fitting hand indeed to take up the quill in defence of the notorious 
Donald! But the following is, beyond all controversy, "rich and rare." 

"The Governor has returned from his tour in British Columbia. At 
various towns, Kew Westminster included, he received addresses of con- 
gratulation, expressing also satisfaction with his government, and the 
general improvement and progress of the Colony. Altogether he was warmly 
welcomed, and may be considered personlly tolerably well liked by the 
majority. The fact is, politics and dissatisfaction are for the most 
part confined to the lower Fraser; the upper country having plenty to 
do to occupy their time more profitably. 

Now comes the other side of the picture. Malcolm Cameron, member of 
the Legislative Council of Canada, and celebrated as the Star of the Throne, 
has been chosen— and accepted the office of— delegate to England, to lay 
before the Home Government the grievances under which poor Columbia groans. 
Malcolm, it is said, receives a thousand dollars for the job, and as much 
capital as he can make on his ©wn account. What the peculiar grievances are 
on this occasion have not yet come to light in this benighted city, but 
doubtiess the greatest one will be that Victoria with her liberal free trade 
policy, stops all the shipping that ought to go to Westminster if Vancouver 
Island did not exist, and the mouth of the Fraser was not blockaded with 
five miles of sand banks- They have, that is Westminster has, hitherto 
uttered most plaintive cries for a new Governor and responsible Government 
both of which Malcolm has already declared himself adverse to, and therefore 
can hardly be expected to urge. The wind, also, has been more or less 
taken out of his sails, in that the Governor has already promulgated his 
intention of giving representative institutions in some shape or other, at 
a very early period, to the country. 

If there be anything that the Westminstrels consider a grievance, they 
cannot be blamed for representing the same in the proper quarter, but in all 
conscience let the Delegate be dubbed from Westminster, and not from British 
Columbia, with her immense population of four hundred, is not everybody, 
neither is she, nor does she represent the feeling or the interest of 
British Columbia. There are many things which require amendment, and^jrhfae 
Delegate, when admitted into the presence of his intimate friend the Duke 
of Newcastle, whom he once saw and spoke to in Canada, will perhaps give 
the true version of the state of affairs, and the policy requisite and 
necessary to promote the general welfare of the British Possessions, leaving 

out of the question the peculiar idiosyncracy of the subscribers to the 
paltry thousand dollars— his name and honor being worth a: much greater sum. 
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The greater part of the above extraordinary tissue of falsehood and gross mis- 
representation r)f-faiBehowl-and-gross-nisrepre*efite%ie« needs no comment. His 
allusion to an address from this city, however, needs some little explanation^ 
there is just the least figment of fact interwoven with the skein of fiction. A 
fire company in this city having received pecuniary assistance fromthe public 
Treasury through the Governor, for the purpose of purchasing an Engine, the Company 
appointed a Committee of four to wait upon His Excellency, and convey to him the 
thanks of the Company verbally . The Captain of this Company being Possessed with 
an inordinate desire to "figure in print" in connection with this affair, drew up 
a long-winded and fulsome enough address, introducing politics therein, although in 
direct contravention of a Bye-Law upon that subject. This address was duly Pr«s e f ed > 
and most graciously and thankfully received by His Excellency, and a copy handed to 
us for publication. Upon looking over the document we were amazed to find in it 
political sentiments which we believed were not only obnoxious to almost the entire 
population, but to a majority of said fire company. We consequently felt it to be 
our duty to ascertain whether such a document had really received the approbation 
of those composing the Comapny, which we quickly found, as we anticipated, wa* by 
no means the case. A.-'meeting was at once called, and the Committee of four placed 
on their trial, first, for infraction of the Bye-Law alluded to, secondly, for 
disregarding instructions as to their mission to the Governor, and thirdly for 
expressing political sentiments distasteful to a majority of the Comapny. Ihe 
subject was very warmly discussed, and finally a resolution was carried discharging 
the Committee, not because what they had done was approved of, but simply because 
it was too late to mend the matter, as the Governor had the precious document in his 
possession. The gentleman who moved the resolution discharging the Committee statea 
distinctly that they had done wrong; and had not the four who composed that Committee, 
and who were consequently on their trial, voted on their own case the vote of censure 
would have been carried. It was decided the address should not be published, and 
we were requested to pass over in silence the extraordinary scene to which we had 

been And W this S same address, the offspring of four firemen, disapproved of by their 
own Company, kept from the printer because they were ashamed of it-this thing is 
to be trotted out and christened a congratulato ry address from the people of New 
Westminster to Governor Douglas , e xpress ing satisfaction with *" PP™™" 1 ; ' ' 
Surely the Governor and his hacks must be driven to a pitiful strait for addresses 
when they will go to the lengthTf transmogrifying the illegitimate thing we have 
honestly described into an address from the people. 

There is just one other point which it may be as well to expose. The population 
of this place is sat down at 400 I Now " Anglo-Saxon " either is in total ignorance 
upon this point-which we can hardly conceive possible, as it is not long since we 
saw the gentleman hare-or else he has put in circulation that which he know 3 to be 
a most, glaring falsehood . The feet is the population of this city is very close upon, 
if not quite, 1800. The census is about to be taken, however, when we will be in 
a position to write more advisedly upon this question. Meantime we heartly wish His 
Excellency and Mr. Fraser joy of their unscrupulous defender, and the Alta luck 
with its "Victoria Correspondent," 
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THE ASSIZES 

Altho' the hour appointed for opening the Court was 10 o 1 clock, A. M., on 
Monday, the Judge did not take his seat till about half -past 11 o'clock. The 
Court room was densely crowded, and many on the outside were unable to obtain 
egress. 

Upon taking his seat His Lordship said he felt it to be his duty to take 
notice of what he conceived to be a gross contempt of Court,, He had observed on 
several occasions articles animadverting upon his conduct, which, the 1 most 
improper, he had passed by in silence. A paragraph had appeared in the British 
Columbian during the summer, alluding to his refusal to have a lunatic in the 
upper country taken care of, and winding up with, " his blood be upon his he ad o* 
But in Wednesday's edition of the British Columbian he found the following 
passage in a communication signed A, in which occurred the following passage. 

"What is the difference between a good mining claim and a desirable pre- 
emption claim? 

If Judge Begbie could accept twenty acres of land from Dud Moreland, and 
if the said Moreland could, on appeal to the said Judge procure a certificate 
of improvement in opposition to the will of the resident Magistrate why he, 
the said Judge, can hold a claim or twenty, and feel no qualms of conscience 
withal . n 

His Lordship then went into a somewhat lengthy explanation of the circum- 
stances which had given rise to this false and scandalous report, he stated that 
chancing to be ill at Cottonwood he wished to procure a piece of ground upon 
which to erect a house. He accordingly applied to a Mr. Cox who held by pre- 
emption the land in that locality. Mr. Cox kindly gave him his choice of the 
ground offering him a piece of his garden at whatever price he thought fit to 
fix. His Lordship accordingly selected 20 acres of land a short distance from 
the garden and agreed to pay said Cox the sum of ten shillings per acre for i"fc, 
but the occupant not having any power or title to sell, he, the Judge, gave him 
a note for the amount at the same time taking the precaution to become a pre- 
empt or by registering his claim to said 20 acres. Subsequently to this, while 
at Williams Creek, the said Cox who be it remembered is a foreigner and conse- 
quently unentitled to preempt land, made application to his Lordship to grant 
him a title of certificate of improvement or to register his claim we are not 
very clear which nor is it of present importance, he having previously applied 
to Assist. Com, O'Reilly and had been refused. His Lordship ordered Mr. O'Reilly 
to grant the title reading him a lecture for having declined to do so. His 
Lordship went on to explain his version of the law upon the point, and wound up 
his long rigaarole by stating that the publisher of the British Columbian 
was guilty of a gross comtempt of Court in publishing the communication alluded 
to, and ordered his appearance before the Court on the following day at 10 o'clock 
A.M. to show cause why he should not be committed to prison for said contempt p 

Yesterday the Editor of this Journal appeared accordingly, and upon being 
asked to show cause why he should not be committed to prison, said: 

My Lord: The gentleman who wrote the communication in which the paragraph occurred 

to which your Lordship takes exception not being accessible to me at present, 
I am unaware of what evidence he may possess in support of the implied charge 
against your Lordship^— here he was interrupted by His Lordship and informed in 
somewhat excited tones that he had nothing whatever to do with the truth or falsity 
of the matter, he was called before the Court simply to show cause why he should 
not be committed; whereupon the Editor again addressed the Court as follows: 
My Lord, — The communication in question was received in the ordinary manner 
from a gentleman in whom I have the utmost confidence, and was published in the 
usual way. If, however, the implied charge is untrue, all I can say is that I 
regret its publication. His Lordship, in a very excited manner informed the 
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Editor that he could not permit the use of such language in Court. _ The use of 
the word "if" was an implied doubt as to his veracity, he having given the state- 
ment an emphatic contradiction yesterday, and that to make use of such language 
was only repeating the offence in an aggravated form. Mr. Robson urged that it 
was impossible S him to say that the charge was untrue with **j p«*rtkn «£g 
of the matter, and that therefore he could not conscientiously offer to his Lordship 
other than a conditional and qualified apology, whereupon the Judge ordered the 
officer to remove him to prison. Mr. Robson asked his Lordship to be permitted to 
visit his office previous to being locked up; which, after a moment's hesitation 
was accorded to, and he was accordingly escorted to jail via his office, inccharg. 
of the officer. 



A PUBLIC MEETING was called yesterday evening on account of the commitment of 
the Editor of this paper to prison. The meeting took place in the Hyack Hall, 
which was crowded to the middle of the street, the number being estimated at 
about 400 persons. Resolutions were passed, and a somewhat lengthy speeches 
made, and at the close the people marched en masse to the Jail, where, alter 
giving three cheers for the imprisoned Editor, and three groans for the tyrant 
Judge, they quietly dispersed. Our space will not allow us to give a lengthened 
report in this issue. 



NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given to the owners of 
the BbatKYQUNG AMERICA,* which has been 
here lying at the Harrison River during 
the last two years, that unless they 
come forward and pay charges upon her 
on or before the 31st day of December, 
instant, said Boat will be sold on that 
day to pay the same » 

CHARLES MARCHANT 

Harrison River, Dec, 1, 1&62. 



SMITH & MURRAY 

Beg leave to call the attention of their 
friends and the public to the 
CAHEFOLLT SELECTED. STOCK 
OF 
FAMILY GROCERIES 
which they have just opened and which they are 
prepared to sell at the 

LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 
FOR CASH 

SMITH it MURRAY 
Columbia Street, New Westminster. 



W. GRIEVE 

TAILOR AND CLOTHIER 
Two Doors East of the Colonial Hotel, 
Columbia Street 

All orders entrusted to his care promptly 
attended to and work finished in the 
latest style. 



TENDERS 

Sealed Tenders will be received 
until Wednesday, 10th December, for 
Shelving and Fixtures of Store in 
New Westminster, according to plan 
and specifications to be seen at my 
Store. 

J. A. WEBSTER. 



Thomas Cunningham George R. Ashwell 
NEW 
Furniture and Stove 
EMPORIUM 
The subscribers would annonce to the inhabitants 
of New Westminster and British Columbia generall; 
that they have removed their 

Furniture and Stove Warehouse 
to their New Building, Columbia Street, and 
having made arrangements for 
DIRECT IMPORTATION 
— from the — 
BEST MARKETS 
are prepared to sell all articles in their line 
at the LOWEST POSSIBIE PRICES. 
Orders are respectfully invited from all parts 
of the Colony and will receive prompt and 
careful attention. 

CUNNINGHAM k ASHWELL. 

Mew Westminster, July 29th, 1862. 
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A V0IC5 FROM THE DUKCEON 

Fellow colonists L We greet you from our dungeon. Startled by the wild shrieks 
of a dying maniac on the one hand, and the clanking of the murderer's chains on 
the other, while the foul and scant atmosphere of our cell, loaded with noxious 
effluvia, from the filthy dens occupied by lunatics, renders life almost intolerable, 
our readers will overlook any incoherency or want of connected thought in our writings. 

British Columbians ■ A deadly stab has just been aimed at the liberty of the 
press— that great bulwark of civil and religious liberty— and you have nobly given 
form to your execration of the act. We, the humble instrument, the unfortunate 
victim, are deprived of our liberty by the absolute will of one man— compelled to 
exchange the pure and healthful atmosphere of our adopted country for a dreary 
dungeon. It is of but small importance what shall be the fate of a comparatively 
obscure individual, so that the great principle upon which the people have now jo^ed 
issue with the Judiciary of British Columbia may be maintained inviolate. We know 
your goodness of heart. We are well aware that you, or at least many of you, are 
ready to peril your own personal liberty in order that you may compass our liberation. 
But if that sacred principle for which we now suffer can be more effectually maintained 
by our continued incarceration than by our speedy release, our desire is to remain 
where we are, the consciousness of our innocence and the honor of promoting such a 
noble cause being our sole and sufficient reward. 

When we think of the great and good Italian hero lying bleeding for the liberty 
of his fatherland in a rough prison, we feel impressed with the unmerited honor we 
enjoy in being permitted to suffer for the great and sacred cause of human liberty 
in British Columbia . . . 

Fellow subjects 1 We have heard with regret that it is in contemplation by some- 
pardon us if we think such possessed of more zeal than discretion to procure our 
liberty by violent means. For the sake of all that is dear to a Briton, we intreat 
you to abandon such an unwise course—a course which could not by any possibility 
advantage us, while it would assuredly prove most prejudicial to the interests of that 
cause we are all so desirous of promoting, tot your movements as well as words be 
characterized by the dignity and firmness which are the legitimate offspring of a 
righteous cause. Use every constitutional means within your reach, at least, before 
you resort to extreme measures for the attainment of the great end we have in view 
and you may rest well assured that should it please Heaven to spare our unworthy 
life, we will deem it not too great a sacrifice to remain in this noxious dungeon, 
if by so doing that causa which is so dear to our heart may be best promoted. 

We are troubled and confused to find ourself the object of such an enthusiastic 
demonstrations as that of Tuesday night. Your hearty cheers on the outside of our 
prison walls reached our ears, touched our heart. We are utterly unworthy of so 
much honor. We thank you. We shake hands with you all. Adopt and maintain ft 
dignified stand, and, the right being on your side, a happy issue cannot be doubtful. 
The^ press of British Columbia is virtually enslaved. There are two ways of being 
enslaved— that of Spartacus and that of Epictetus. The one breaks his chains; the 
other shows his soul. When the fettered writer cannot have recourse to the first 
method, the second remains for him. Accept— all of you— our deep feelings of grateful 
emotion, and, having truth and liberty inscribed upon you banner, Heaven will smile 
upon your path and crown with glorious success your war against oppression and wrong. 
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THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 

A public meeting, called by hand-bills, took place in : .the Hyack Hall on Tuesday 
evening, for the purpose of "devising means to protect the liberty of the press, 
and liberty of speech in this Colony." The occasion of the meeting was the imprison- 
ment of the Editor of this Journal by Judge Begbie on Tuesday for alleged contempt of 
Court, an account of which appeared in Wednesday's edition. Excitement ran high as 
the hour appointed drew near, and almost the entire male population repaired to the 
Hall, which was perfectly packed, about 100 persons being unable to obtain ingress— 
decidedly the largest gathering that has ever taken place in this city. Mr. John 
Ramage was called upon to preside and Mr. Charles >iajor acted as Secretary. The 
Chairman, in a few appropriate remarks, explained the object of the meeting to be 
to take into consideration the incarceration of the Editor of the British Columbian 
without just cause, trial or jufcy, and to devise means whereby that gentleman may 
be released from that loathesome place — the Jail. 

Mr. Clarkson then addressed the assembly in a very forcible and able manner, strongly 
disapproving of Judge Begbie 's course in the matter alluded to, and animadverting 
severely upon the conduct of other Government officials in this Colony, paying Mr. 
Robson,' at the same time, a high compliment for the eourse he has pursued since coming 
to this Colony. He then moved, seconded by Mr. W. J. Amstrong, and Resolved That 
the people of British Columbia view with regret and alarm the action taken this day 
by Judge Begbie in arresting and imprisoning the Editor of the British Columbian 
newspaper without any trial, for inserting in the columns of that journal a letter 
written by a correspondent, such being a violation of the sacred rights of English 
men, in endeavoring to prevent the. freedom of speech and the liberty of the press. And 
be it further resolved, That this meeting appoint a committee to correspond with the 
Hon. M. Cameron, our Delegate to England, and request him to call upon the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies and demand that an enquiry be made into the land and other 
speculations of the public functionaries in British Columbia which are believed to be 
most prejudicial to the interests and settlement of the Colony. Carried unanimously. 
In seconding the foregoing resolution, Mr, Armstrong made a very able speech, condemning 
Judge Begbie's course in reference to Mr. Robson, and showing that he or any other 
gentleman was liable to be imprisoned at the mere caprice of the Judge, without any 
shadow of redress or possibility of appeal* 

Mr. Homer was then called for and addressed the meeting stating that in his opinion, 
and he believed it was the opinion of every gentleman present, that, under the circum- 
stances, Mr. Robson made all the apology that any gentleman could do. He moved, 
seconded by Mr* Holbrook and Resolved , That this meeting approves of the independent 
and impartial course which the Editor of the British Columbian has pursued since the 
establishment of that newspaper—Carried unanimously. W* Holbrook, in seconding this 
resolution, spoke at considerable length and much to the purpose, showing the importance 
the press as an institution , and the duty of every man in the Colony to firmly resent 
any attempt to interfere with its freedom. 

Moved by Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Hannah, and Resolved , That the following 
gentlemen be appointed a Committee to carry out the spirit of the first resolutions, 
with power to add to their number* Messrs. H. Holbrook, W.K. Cormack, J.A.R. Homer, 
R. Coxon, P. Smith, John Ramage and W.J. Amstrong. Carried unanimously. 

Mr, Hannah was then called upon, and addressed the meeting showing not only the 
many grievances that exist, but the dangers to which British subjects are exposed under 
the present anomalous state of things in this Colony. After which three cheers were 
given for the QueeA, and three cheers for the Editor of the British Columbians when 
the meeting was adjourned. 

This meeting was the largest, most enthusiastic and unanimous that has ever taken 
place in this city—indeed we may say in the Colony; and affords indubitable evidence 
that the people will not passively submit to the suppression of the freedom of the 
press or the liberty of speech; while,, at the same time, the demonstration cannot but 
be most gratifying to us, as a practical assurance that our humble exertions as Editor 
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of this journal are appreciated by the people— indeed, far beyond their merits-- 
and that as long as we pursue a fearless and independent course, just so long will 
we have the support of an intelligent and appreciative community; and that should 
we, in pursuance of such a course, find ourself entangled in the net of the enemy 
of the people's rights and liberty, we may safely rely upon a prompt and generous 
support and sympathy 



Liberated — Since writing the article on our front page we have been discharged 
from custody. Further particulars in our next. 



MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

The Municipal Council met on Monday evening last., pursuant to adjournment, the 
President in the chair. Present, Councillors Clarkson, Dickinson, Cormack, Johnston, 
Mans on, Cooper, Brown and Ross, 

The Clerk read a communication from the British Consul at San Francisco, aeknowledgir 
the receipt of thedesign for a Seal for this city and stating that he had placed the 
same in the hands of a competant workman for execution. 

A communication was also read from the Fire Department, asking the Council to allow 
the balance of the one-per-cent tax, and threatening to resort to ^severer measures, in 
case of non-compliance , ° 

The Captain of the Hyack Company, being one of the deputation, then addressed the 
Company at considerable length. He said the Hyack Company had now been organized for 
nearly two years, they had been at all times ready to do their duty as a fire company, 
and though there was a considerable balance in their favor in the hands of the Council, 
they were at the present moment destitute of hobJf, ladder, basket or engine and conse- 
quently weie entirely inefficient. He contended that the company in asking the balance 
of the one per cent tax were asking no favor but simply what was their ownj and that 
the Council had no right to apply to other purposes what was raised expressly for the 
*ire Department. He thought the Hyack Company had been very improperly treated by the 
Council. It was organized for the public good and he conceived it to be the duty of 
the Council to encourage rather than impede its progress, 

Mr, Cooper said that this Council had come into office with an empty treasury and 
embarrassed with debt. As money came into the treasury the Council had paid their debtsj 
but they were not now in a position tog-ant the request of the Fire Department, because 
in order to do so they would be compelled to appropriate the two per cent tax of this 
year, a course to which he was strongly opposed* 

Mr Clarkson thoughtthat until the Government refunded the money expended by the 
Council in clearing lots they could not grant the request of the company. 

Mr. Dickinson was not arare that any portion of the one per cent tax had been j 
appropriated to clearing lots. ' 

Mr H Manson explained that the. money claimed by the company had been spent by the 
Council in clearing certain lots to prevent their taking fire and thus endangering the 
safety of the city. That this had been done upon a promise from the Government that the 
money would be refunded to the Council upon the sale of the said lots. That the Govern- 
ment had failed to fulfil this promise, and, consequently, stood indebted to the Council 
to the amount claimed by the Hyack Company; as soon as the Council received the money 
they will be in a position to satisfy the demand of the company. 

Mr. Joirston said he believed the excuse given by Mr. Manson for the non-payment of the 
money to the Hyacks was all a concotion. He was under the impression that money was in 
the possession of the Council. He had no knowledge of its appropriation to any purpose. 

Mr. Cooper said that, being treasurer of the city, he was in a position to inform 
Mr,. Johnston that he was in error. There was no money in the treasury at the commencement 
of tfte present municipal year, consequently all the « venue of last year must have b^en 
expended previous to the official term of this Council. He would not wish to see tie 
Hyack Company deprived of what was their due, but it was impossible for the Council to 
grant what they did not possess, . • 
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OUH DISCHARGE 

As we were somewhat unexpectedly discharged froin custody on Friday, it may 
be proper for us to inform our readers under what circumstances that discharge 
took place. Upon mature reflection we came to the conclusion that inasmuch as 
the Judge distinctly stated upon the Bench that he had agreed to pay ten shillings 
an acre for the 20 acres of land in the centre of the town that i s to be of 
Cottonwood , and that such statement was made upon oath, we were morally bound to 
accept it as correct, and consequently bound as a gentleman to meet that point* 
We accordingly requested to be taken before the Court on Friday when we handed 
in a paper of which the following is a copy: 

TO THE HONORABLE MATTHEW B. BEGBIE, JUBCE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COHJMBIA. 

May it please Your Lordship, 

The communication signed A, which appeared in the British Columbian newspaper 
of the 24th ult. was published in the ordinary course of business, and was only 
cursorily glanced over by me before it was handed to the compositor and I was 
not aware that anything it contained could be construed into a contempt of Court, 
otherwise it would not have been inserted in that paper. 

Your Lordship stated on the Bench that you paid ten shillings per acre for 
the land which the communication implied you accepted as a gift; consequently 
the communication contained a statement not warranted by facts, and I have to express 
my regret and offer my apology for allowing such statement to be published in the 
British Columbian newspaper. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's humble servant, 
JOHN R0BS0N. 
New Westminster Jail, Dec. 5, 1862. 

This paper was, after a lengthy discussion, accepted and we were discharged 
from custody. It is not for us to say whether the above apology, taken in 
connection with the Judge's own emanation published last week, covers the whole 
ground or not; it is not for us to say whether the transaction stands in a more 
favorable and satisfactory light now, as far as Mr. Begbie is concerned, than it 
did before he troubled the water, and rendered the dirt more palpable, by provoking 
public criticism. These are points for the public to decide for themselves; and we 
opine no intelligent man will experience much difficulty in coming to a correct 
conclusion. The choice of twenty acres of land in the cent re of a valuable townsitc 
pressed upon Mr. Begbie as a GIFT, but, he declining to receive it as such, sold 
to him at whatever price he chose to name , which price he fixed at TEN SHILLINGS 
AN ACRE, although but a few days previously, we are informed by a respectable 
gentleman, this same party positively refused to sell a lot at any price, so 
sanguine were their expectations regarding the value of the land, is certainly a 
transaction which requires some explanation. There must have been an object 
on the part of the seller beyond the paltry ten shillings an acre. What was that 
object? The whole affair stands before the public in all its naked deformity 
and it is for them to form their opinion as to the real merits of the matter. We 
might, had we the space, enlarge upon the utter absudity of the principle laid down 
by Mr. Begbie, that to publish any strictures upon his speculations constitutes 
contempt of Court, no matter how true such strictures may be, and show what results 
that principle, if carried out, would naturally lead; we might show how by the 
exercise of such a power His Lordship could with the utmost safety and impunity 
indulge in the most corrupt practices; but we must leave all that for a future 
occasion. 



THR BRITISH COLUMBIAN Our Discharge Wednesday, Dec. 10, 1862. 

Before taking leave of this subject we may be pardoned for alluding to the 
kind sympathy which the recent arbitary conduct of Mr, Begbie has elicited on our 
behalf. Of course we are not so vain as to imagine for a moment that all this 
feeling was called forth for us personally. No. It was a spontaneous expression 
of public feeling in execration of Judicial tyranny—a marking in the most emphatic 
manner a determination, even at great personal risk, to maintain and defend the 
common and dearest rights of Britons-to frown down any attempt at gagging the press 
for the sake of covering up official misconduct or judicial corruption. But it was, 
at the same time, a demonstration calculated to inspire us with confidence and courage. 
The life of an Editor is at all times difficult, and generally unremunerative; and 
especially is this the case in a small community like this. It is therefore cheering 
and gratifying to know that one has the sympathy and support of the entire community, 
as was recently demonstrated in our own case. The press of Victoria came forward 
nobly in defence of liberty and right; and their stand is all the more valuable on 
account of the professional bickerings which have too frequently characterised our 
editorial intercourse. To our friends upon the Island and to the entire population 
here we beg to tender our grateful acknowledgements for the warm and generous 
sympathy so freely accorded us. We are tempted to publish an extract from a letter 
written by a gentleman in Victoria, who is well informed as to public feeling in 

3 FPIEM3 ROBSON,— I take the opportunity of dropping you these few lines but 
whether to offer you sympathy on account of having been made the victim of judicial 
tyranny, or to congratulate you upon your good fortune for the part which has been 
played by Begbie-who would, if he dared, emulate the atrocities of the notorious 
Jefferys, whose blood thirsty villany presents one of the darkest pages in England's 
history—I am at a loss to determine. It may be gratifying to you to know that in 
this city but one opinion is held in reference to the high handed and unquestionably 
illegal course which Begbie has deemed proper to pursue, and that is the most 
unqualified disapproval-nay, disgust~at his unwonted exhibition of official tyranny 
and attempt to muzzle the press and choke free discussion. I believe, and it is 
also believed by others here, better posted in matters of law than I am, that he 
has put his foot in it, and will yet, if this matter is followed up, have cause to 
repent his conduct. I am sure the people of New Westminster will back you up, and 
I doubt not if assistance is required to carry the case to the highest tribunal m 
England, the people of this city will not be backward in contributing their share 
if necessary. For my own part, allow me to assure you that my mite shall be freely 
given to maintain the right of free discussion and the liberty of the press. All 
minor differences of opinion must be sunk for the time m presence of so threatening 
an evil ******** 

But'even the ladies have sent us letters of sympathy and amongst others, we 
have received one from which we take the liberty of publishing the following: 

■*-«■* "As for papa I never saw him so much excited over anything 
before. He has always held Judge Begbie in the highest estimation, but now I can 
assure you his opinion is considerably changed." * * 

Such is the expression of feeling flowing upon us from every hand and to such 
an extent as almost to cause regret that our martyrdom was so brief. _ Let us for 
the present drop the curtain upon this dark spot in the history of British Columbia. 

It might be deemed a want of gratitude on our part did we not thus publicly 
testify to the unspeakable kindness we received at the hands of the Governor of the 
Jail, and his amiable Lady, during our brief incarceration— kindness which language 
is as inadequate to describe as to repay. 
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LIBERTY OF THE PRESS 

When Topsy was asked who made her, she answered, '♦I warn't made— I growed.* Of 
Liberty it may be said, it warn't made it erowed . The root, the soul of that liberty 
is the press— a free press. Thought is something more than a right; it is the very 
breath of man. He who fetters thought strikes at man himself. T speak, to write, 
to print, to publish, are in point of right identical things. The press is the living 
clarion; it sounds the reveille of nations; it loudly announces the advent of justice; 
it fearlessly exposes injustice and wrong. Who are the auxiliaries of the patriot. 
The press. What the terror of the coward and the traitor? The press. By the tyrant 
and oppressor the press is hated, if not feared; and this is a good reason why the 
people should love and cherish it. When the free press is checked we may say that the 
moral nutrition of the human family is withheld. The freedom of the press is England's 
pride and England's boast. 

Is the liberty of the press of British Columbia less sacred than that of other 
countries? Is a tyrannical Judge, whom mere accident has for a time placed upon the 
Bench, to crush it with impunity? Shall we permit this great and sacred institution to 
be immolated in order that his conduct may not be unveiled— so that his arbitrary and 
relentless heart may be gratified? Tour answer— the spontaneous and emphatic expression 
of public feeling during our recent incarceration— has already been given. The terrors 
of the dungeon, the fear of the military, who it is said were under special drill for 
that purpose the other day, will never deter the noble pioneers of British Columbia 
from striking out boldly in defence of the liberty of the press. The conduct of that 
press is for the present committed to us, and rest assured that no mere craven fear 
will induce us to prove recreant— to betray that sacred trust imposed in us. 

Mr. Begbie the other day, in noticing the alleged offence we had committed against 
the dignity of his Court, prefaced his remarks by professing to uphold the liberty of 
the press. The sequel proves how rotten was that profession. Well may we exclaim with 
Madame Roland, »0h Liberty I what deeds are done in thy namei* Judge Begbie asserted 
that it was important the Bench should be held sacred, and that any act calculated to 
bring it into contempt must therefore be promptly and severely punished. We cordially 
agree with His Lordship as to the importance of maintaining the purity and dignity of 
the Bench; but we take most decided exception to the modus operandi he had adopted. 
But he seems strangely to have forgotten the &ct that the Press too is a sacred insti- 
tution which must not be brought into contempt, and the freedom of which cannot be 
tampered with, even by a Supreme Judge, with impunity. He read us a lecture from his 
place on the Bench. We now write him a lecture from our "Sandum.* The way to inspire 
confidence in, and veneration for the Bench, is to see that it is occupied by gentlemen 
of profound legal experience, possessed of that personal dignity which never fails to 
ensure respect, and above all those avaricious petty speculations, whether in P*PP* r - 
corn-rents," mining claims, or Crown lands, which so ill become gentlemen elevated te 
that important position. Let the Judges live above all those sordid speculations which 
it is their business to adjudicate upon. Let them move in a purer atmosphere, keeping 
their hands clean from all jobbing and covert speculation, and then should a jourjift±*Bi> 
be so foolhardy as to attack the Bench, there will be no need for the exercise of such 
a power as was brought into requisition last week. Public opinion will do the work 
far more effectually than the misapplication 6f a barbarous law by a Judge whose own 
acts are impugned. We should thus be spared the humiliating spectacle of a Judge 
exercising an arbitrary power to crush the freedom of the press because it has dared 
to criticize his acts, while public opinion, leaving him standing alone, lionizes the 
persecuted jounalist. Could a more effectual method have been adopted to bring the 
Bench into utter contempt? If our Bench is pure and unsullied— such a thing as 
intelligent men can respect and hold sacred— why crush the press to prevent discussion? 
Why not rather court it, so that the people may be in a position intelligently to 
respect the institution. Can such a course as that which has been pursued have the 
effect of inspiring confidence? Or is it not rather calculated to arouse suspicion? 
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Men whose deeds are evil love darkness. But the man who is conscious of innocence 
courts the most thorough investigation—the fullest criticism, knowing well that the 
darts of malice and falsehood which may be aimed at him will eventually pierce the 
hand which sends then. If Judge Begbie would maintain the dignity of his position 
there is, in our humble opinion, a much more effectual mode of attaining that object 
than the extraordinary one he has thought proper to adopt. If his recent and to our 
mind, most injudicious exercise of an arbitrary power was designed to muzzle the press 
and promote the dignity of his position, we think he has most signally failed in that 
object, while his conduct betrays a deplorable absence of that dignity and discretion 
which it is so important a Judge should possess. 
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THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS 

let no one imagine that we pursue a mere splenetic raid against individuality 
in following up this subject. Our pen is impelled by no personal feelings against 
the Judge who, in the most injudicious abuse of a questionable power, has unwittingly 
done us a kindness, and towards whom we entertain feelings of grateful pity rather 
than revenge. The recent arbitrary, unwarrantable and, we believe, illegal act of 
Mr. Begbie has raised an issue which if we did not contest we would-be unworthy of 
the position we occupy, and from which the terrors of fine and imprisonment will 
never deter us. While we wield the editorial pen we shall fearlessly expose corruption 
and wrong wherever we may find them, and maintain and defend the liberty of the 
press and the freedom of speech to the best of our humble ability; and in pursuance 
of such a course, so long as the people stand by us, we have no fear of the conse- 
quences. In England the importance of the freedom of discussion and the liberty of 
the press are fully recognised. The Chancellor of the Exchequer upon the °"*sion 
of replying to a congratulatory address from the people of Sunderland but the ether 
day, in the course of an able and lengthy speech, said: 

"It has been sometimes thought, by these who have had to administer despotic 
governments, that political life would be a yoke too hard to bear were 
its duties to be discharged amid the free working of free institutions. 
But after what I may now perhaps not improperly call a long experience, 
I may say that we who are entrusted with the confidence of the Crown, and 
that British statesmen in general have learnt the very reverse of that 
lesson, and that none of us desire to exchange the full publicity in 
which we perform our duties for the secrecy of any foreign Cabinet— 
that none of us have a desire to limit that free and invaluable privilege 
exercised by the press on behalf of the country, whereby they are entitled— 
and I am thankful to say they make use of their right— to canvass and 
criticise without restraint the acts of public men. (Cheers. J Hone of 
us have a desire— none of us have a latent, lurking bias that would lead 
us, if we could, to substitute a censorship of the press or alw of 
libel interfering with the just liberty of private judgment. (Cheers.; 
And least of all, I am certain, have those who have been responsible— 
as it has often been my lot to be— for reducing into political terms 
important measures of public legislation, wished or desired to prevent 
the freest criticism of those measures in all parts of the country and 
among all classes of the community. ¥e have learnt by a happy experience 
that in the contact-aye, even the conflict-of ideas lies the best security 
humanly speaking, both for the efficacy of public measures and for the 
honesty of public measures and for the honesty of public men. (Cheers.J 
I trust that our intentions are good, but I am the first to say that if 
we were condemned to act in secrecy we ought not to be trusted. (Cheers. J 
That publicity, that freedom of speech, that constant canvassing of every 
matter of public interest which is bound up with the heart-strings of a 
community like this is as dear to us as it can be to you." 

If in England, where the affairs of the nation are committed to statesmen 
who have had a life time of experience before they are entrusted with large 
powers, and over whom is always excised the wholesome checks afforded by 
responsible government, if, we say, under such circumstances that freedom 
of criticism is important, how infinitely more important is it under such a 
form of government aa obtains in this Colony, Denied any representation whatever, 
with the sole power to make and enforce laws, tomise and expend the revenue, vested 
in one man, and totally destitute of the means of information as to the acts of that 
autocrat excepting in so far as we are made to feel their effects, often to our 
sorrow, shall we be denied a free press as the means of protesting against wrong 
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and oppression — as the medium through which the people may be informed as far 
as may be of the misdeeds of the vampires who are thrust upon us? No, it must 
not be— it shall not be ! If in England, with her honorable and experienced 
statesmen, with her free government and all its concomitant checks, the freedom 
of the press is so important, what must it be in British Columbia where the 
autocratic Governor is a man who has spent his lifetime in bartering tobacco 
and brass buttons for skins where the supreme Judge is a newspaper reporter, 
but indifferently read in the merest elementary Lawbooks, and where men of 
little or no experience, and, in some cases, less character, are thrust into 
almost every department of the public service? We have no fault to find with 
Mr. Douglas as a gentleman. Considering his bringing up, he is undoubtedly 
intelligent and shrewd — a gentleman of no ordinary talent „ But if we were 
to offer to make a pair of shoes, or to he musician at a ball, without ever 
having handled an awl or resined a bow, we should be called a fool* 

Do then such man as occupy offices of power and trust in this Colony need 
watching less than the great statesmen at home? Are they less corruptable 
than their betters? Or are they to be permitted to arrogate to themselves a 
power over the press which any imperial statesman or Judge would blush to 
pretend to? It has ever been the way of the world for men deficient in 
experience, education and common sense, when by accident placed in power, to 
assume the most ridiculous airs; and, in the most arrogant and insulting way 
put forth their great toe for people to kiss Q But the time and place for quiet 
submission to such treatment from those who are really after all nothing more 
than paid public servants, is not the latter part of the nineteenth century 
in British Columbia 1 We can assure Judge Begbie and all whom it may concern 
that we shall continue as heretofore to coach our public men, one and all, with 
a caustic pen; and when we witness those writhing contortions so recently so 
unwisely exhibited, it but affords satisfactory evidence of judicious application. 
When we published the letter containing the passage which has raised all this 
hubbub, we scarcely noticed it — certainly did not weigh its import* But Mr. 
Begbie, by his tyrannical incarceration of the publisher, has most effectually 
drawn public attention to it; and now that which would have in all likelihood 
passed in silence will receive a thorough investigation. * child aay kindle 
a fire which a well organized Fire Brigade may not be able to extinguish* The 
more the pool is troubled the more dirt will be brought to the surface. The 
judge has unwittingly provoked an investigation, the issue of which he may not 
overmuch relish. 
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THE LAND SYSTEM 

We bespeak the indulgence of that class of our readers to whom the subject 
is uninteresting while we resume the consideration of a new land system for 
British Columbia.' 

Next, in order of importance to the provision for giving a free grant of a home- 
stead to every bona fide settler, stands the general division of the country into 
Districts of Counties, and Townships with the survey of base, or concession lines. 
As this is a point upon which a good deal has already appeared in these columns 
we need not now stop to enter into detail. Nor, indeed, is it necessary; as it 
must be obvious to the most superficial observer that without this the best land 
system would lead to inteminable confusion, confliction and litigation. To under- 
stand this it is only necessary to look at the ffi suit, in that regard, of our present 
pre-emption law. In the absence of any divisions or main lines to serve as a guide, 
the pre^emptor walks forth into the trackless forest or over the open prairie until 
his eye rests upon a spot that suits his £ancy. He puts in his stakes without the 
slightest regard to the points of the compass, or the facilitation of uniformity 
in those who may follow, having regard only to include the choicest land in his own 
allotment. Another comes along and does likewise; and so on till the whole neigh- 
borhood is taken up. And when it comes to be surveyed it is found that these lets 
are an unsightly, sig sag mass, not any two of them lying parallel with each other, 
and, moreover, little gores and shapeless bits intervening. And thus, instead of 
that uniformity which is of such vital importance in laying out a new Colony, we 
shall find ourselves involved in tangled confusion which it will be impossible 

fully to rectify. 

It is absolutely necessary,, net only for the sate of attaining uniformity, but 
for facilitating the settlement of the country, that such survey should be made. 
Were this done, and a plan of each County, showing the different ranges of lots 
accompanied by such "field notes" as would be obtained in the course of the survey, 
and also showing the occupied lots, placed in the office of the Assistant Commissioner 
in each County, and, in addition to this, a general plan comprising the whole hung 
up in the office of the Chief Commissioner, those who desired to locate land would 
be enabled to do so easily, intelligently and correctly. In the present shape of 
things it is utterly impossible for the intending settler t© obtain the necessary 
infonnation. If he goes to the Chief Commissioner he is told that the whole thing 
is in the hands of the local Magistrates, to whom he is referred, and thus the Land 
Office with its Chief Commissioner are, as far as any practical purpose is concerned 
but the "baseless fabric of a vision. 1 * He goes to the Magistrate but to be told 
that, "My business is not to give you information or advice, but sunply to register 
your application, without any reference to its -jnerits." And thus the poor man is 
tossed from pillar to post, and, unless possessed of more than ordinary perseverance, 
turns away in disgust to seek a home in some other country. Is this the way we 
should receive and treat that very class of settlers which it is most Important to 
secure' Have we any right to expect that under such an arrangement our wild lands 
will be settled up? And this leads us to consider the third point, viz. the necessity 
of having a thorough and complete machinery for working out the land system, whereby 
the Chief Commissioner being the head in fact as well as in name, all the subordinate 
officers shall be responsibleto, and thereby work in harmony with;, thexr heart; and 
consequently with each ►other. Of this organized harmony the present system : 1* totally 
destitute; aiwi the dire result of this disorganized state of things will manifest 
itself one of these days in a long catalogue of cases, in which the local Magistrates 
have given possession, and created claims which the Chief Commissioner will, in the 
discharge of his duty, be compelled to disallow. As the matter now stands the Chief 
Commissioner is not known at all, is completely ignored throughout the preliminary 
process. But when it comes to surveying the land and issuing a title he is supreme, 
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and steps in and, in many instances, decides that the Magistrate has done wrong; 
and the consequence is that the settler after occupying and improving what he 
regarded as his homestead is unable to consummate his claim, and is obliged to 
abandon it altogether. Now this is certainly a most injurious and unwise state 
of things, and should not be permitted to continue „ 

There are many other points which, although of subordinate importance, we should 
like to discuss, but which we are compelled from want of space to leave for a 
future occasion. Before taking leave of this most important subject, however, 
we would again urge the Government to set about the formation of a new land system 
at once so that it may be available for next season's immigration. There is no 
use in tinkering at the old one. Far cheaper and better every way to commence 
de novo. 



INAUGURAL WESIEYAN MISSIONARY SERVICES. —These services were held in the Mary Street 
Church on Sunday and Monday* The Rev Q E Evans, DoD. of Victoria, preached on 
Sabbath both morning and evening to very large congregations „ On Monday evening 
the Chair was ably filled by Win. Clarkson, Esq c , the Pioneer Methodist, and the 
following gentlemen occupied the platform, and in a very interesting manner supported 
the various Resolutions: The Rev Q E Q Evans, D.D., Superintendent of Missions, 
the Rev D R e Jamieson, Presbyterian Minister, the Rev D E. White, Minister of Mary 
Street Church, and Mr. R Hannaho The choir gratified the audience with several 
beautiful pieces of music, which were received with enthusiastic applause by the 
audience. The collections and subscriptions upon the occasion amounted to $211, 
a sum which will doubtless be handsomely supplemented through the services of the 
staff of Collectors appointed by the meeting, consisting of the Misses Woodman and 
Clarkson, and Messrs. Cunningham and Major. These are the first regular anniversary 
services of the kind held in British Columbia and augur well for the future success 
of that branch of the Church with which they are more immediately identified. We 
might state, as an amusing incident, that in his closing remarks, anticipating the 
collection, Dr. Evans congratulated himself and colleagues upon the absence of copper 
coin in this country; but when the plate was passed up three coppers were found 
amongst the silver and gold, to the consternation of the Doctor and the amusement 
of alio They were, howev»r, readily disposed of by the Chairman, realizing the 
sum of five dollars. We would suggest that these coppers might be kept for future 
use as a *catch-penny H 
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w want A CHIEF JUSTICE 

Whatever diversity of opinion may exist—and we believe there is very little— 
as to the professional qualification and recent extraordinary conduct of Judge 
Begbie, we feel assured all will concede that a Chief Justice of high professional 
status and unimpeachable moral character, with a salary that will enable him to 
soar above all jobbery and speculation, should be at once appointed for this Colony. 
This is rendered necessary, first, because a circuit extending from the Gulf of 
Georgia to the base of the Rocky Mountains is obviously too extended for one Judge. 
While his presence in Cariboo during the mining season is an absolute necessity, 
the lower portion of the Colony is left entirely destitute, and men arrested for 
debt or for crime are kept in prison for three and sometimes four months awaiting 
trial, which is a very serious matter when the character of our prison accommodation 
is taken into consideration. The amount of business, both civil and criminal, to be 
done in our Superior Courts, is now of sufficient importance to demand that the 
Assizes shall be held at stated and short intervals, a thing quite impracticable 
with one Judge under present circumstances. 

But the appointment of a Chief Justice is necessary, secondly, because though 
a Judge were omnipresent and possessed of the wisdom of Solomon, yet it is most 
desirable that there should be the right of appeal from the decision of such Judge. 
Circumstanced as we are at present all causes must be brought before one man for 
adjudication, from whose decision, let it be ever so questionable, there is virtually 
no appeal, because an appeal to the Imperial tribunals is entirely beyond the 
reach of the masses, and consequently of no practical utility. We are not sure 
that we would be warranted in advocating the appointment of three Judges at present 
but there is no doubt that the rapid progress of the Colony will very soon render 
such a Judicial staff necessary, as without three Judges a proper Court of appeal 
could scarcely be constituted. And such a Court is becoming every day a greater 

necessity. , . ,, „ 

It is truly an alarming reflection that our lives and our property are thus 
at the mercy of one man, and he a poor frail mortal like unto one of ourselves. 

Thus far we have argued the question in the abstract and upon its own merits, 
without any reference whatever to the exceptional judicial course pursued by the 
present Judge. Mr. Begbie has by recent rulings, and decisions upon the Bench, as 
well as by his speculative.- propensities out of Court, most seriously shaken public 
confidence in and respect for, our Courts of Justice— in other words he has by his 
own acts brought his Court into general contempt. The offence of contempt of this 
Court is no longer possible. And we have no hesitation in saying that no man who 
has witnessed the recent proceedings in our Assizes would entertain the idea for 
a single moment of resorting to that Court for adjudication of a civil cause unless 
he happened to know the Judge's views upon the case beforehand. 

This is indeed a fearful state of things. We have been accustomed to glory in 
British justice, and hold it up to foreigners as something for them to imitate. 
But in British Columbia it causes the foreigner to scoff and hiss, while it brings 
the blush of shame and disgrace to the brow of the proud Briton. The alarming 
crisis to which matters have come demand an immediate change. The dismissal of 
Judge Begbie is a sine qua non , if the character and efficiency of our Judiciary 
system is to be preserved} and the sooner this is done, and a Chief Justice with a 
Judge appointed, the better for all parties. Hr. Begbie can never regain the 
confident of the people. It is easily lost but very difficult to recover. 

We publish to-day the first chapter of the history of the Cranford wrongs, 
including an account of the two celebrated trials, Wright vs. Cranford, at Lilooet, 
and Cranford vs. Wright at New Westminster; and we design at an early day to show 
the effect the »Bult of these trials is likely to exercise upon the commercial 
transactions of the Colony. 
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THE EVIL STILL EXISTS 

We have referred on two different occasions to the destitute condition of 
a number of the workmen who spent the summer upon the Oppenheimer-Moberly road, 
and who, on account of the failure of that company, have been unable to get their 
pay. We have been informed from various sources that these men were assured, at 
the time Oppenheimrer absconded, by His Excellency the Governor, as well as by 
some of his subordinates, that they would be paid; and there was admittedly a 
large surplus in the hands of the Government, more than sufficient, it was said 
to pay all that was due to the workmen. Three of these men we understand have been 
paid, and we have also heard that the Indians and Chinamen have been paid, and yet 
there are somewhere between 60 and 70 men still unpaid,— whom Government refuses 

to pay. 

It is pretty generally conceded that a verbal promise made by the Government 
of this Colony is of no value; but one would think that an assurance given to a. 
large body of poor laborers, at a time, too, when they might have adopted measures 
to help themselves had they not relied upon these assurances, would be respected 
even by our faithless Government. But we are inclined to fear the worst for these 
poor hard working men. They have now been pressing their claim for several weeks, 
and altho' many of these are in a state of extreme destitution, they have, so far, 
been unable to obtain relief from Government, against whom they hold a claim, and, 
we think, a just one too, for a large amount. 

We believe it is the practice in England, we know it is so in Canada, for the 
Government to require ample security from the Contractor, not so much to ensure the 
due fulfilment of the contract as for the purpose of a guarantee that the workmen 
will not be cheated out of their wages. If such is not the practice in this Colony 
it should most undoubtedly be at once introduced. We are aware it has been done 
in some cases and in others neglected. Now the case which has given rise to these 
remarks is not the only instance in which road and other Government contractors 
have cheated the workmen out of their wages. Indeed it has got to be of so frequent 
occurrence that we opine it will be no easy task for contractors to employ men upon 
the public works next season without some sort of security or payment in advance. 

Even if there should not be a residue in the hands of the Government in respect 
of the case which has given rise to these remarks, still we think the assurance 
of His Excellency under such circumstances ought to be deemed of more importance 
than a few thousand dollars. If Government has neglected in this instance to take 
the proper security from the contractors they are very much to blame. If they have 
taken such security there can be no difficulty about paying the workmen, but whichever 
way, these men ought by all means to be paid what will relieve their pressing 
necessities at the present time. If something be not done, and that speedily, it 
will be absolutely necessary for the public to devise some means of relief, and we 
think it will also be their duty to investigate the circumstances connected with 
the whole transaction and have them properly represented at home We would still 
hope, however, that our own Government will see that Justice is done in the matter, 
and avoid the disgrace of exposure. We understand a deputation has gone down to 
wait upon His Excellency for the purpose of urgijig these claims, the result of 
which we await with some interest. 



The Coin Question — The Government Gazette of to-day contains a notice upon this 
subject, the effect of which, if any, will be, we presume, to maks American coin 
pass at three per cent more than its value, while it keeps the Sovereign at $5, 
three per cent above its value- This singular attempt max to some extent ameliorate 
the evil, but it must fall far short of the mark, and seems to us a funny sort of 
legislation. 
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New Advertisements 

NEW YEAR»S FESTIVAL 

A Tea Meeting will be held in the 
Wesleyan Church Mary Street on the even- 
ing of New' s Day, when Addresses will 
be delivered by a number of Gentlemen* 
The Choir will also sing & number of 
beautiful pieces of music. 
The prodeeds, after defraying expenses 
will be devoted to the purchase of a 
Melodeon for the Church. 
Doors open at 6i o'clock. Tea served 
at 7» Tickets of admission $1*25 «ach 
to be had at the Stores of Messrs. S. 
T. Tilley, Smith & Murray, W. J. Arm* 
strong, Cunningham & Ashwell and R„ 
Hannah. GEORCE CLARKSON, Sec*y. 



COMMERCIAL 
New Westminster, Dec* 22, IBi 
We the undersigned Merchants and Traders of New 
Westminster hereby agree to receive the Sove- 
reign* at the rate of $4-35 onlv > on and * ftar 
the 1st day of January, 1863. 



WINTER IECTUHES 

on 

SCIENCE & LITERATURE 
The Committee have great pleasure in 
announcing that the first Lecture of 
the course will be del iver ed in the 
HTACK HALL on TUESDAY NEXT, the 30th 
instant, by 

HIS LORDSHIP THE BISHOP 
who has kindly consented to give a 
short INAUGURAL ADDRESS, and to 
deliver a Lecture on 

EGYPT and the PYRAMIDS 

— — illustrated by 

DISSOLVING VIEWS 
Doors to be open at 6^ p.m., Chairs 
to be taken at 7* 

Tickets of admission to the Gourse, 
price $1, to be obtained of the members 
of the Canmittee, or at Mr. Tilley *s. 
Admission to a single lecture . .25$ 
The Proceeds, after paying the necessary 
expenses, to be handed to the Royal 
Columbian Hospital* 

W. E. CORMACK 

J. SHEEPSHANKS, MJL. 

JOHN COOJER. 



J. T. Scott 

W* J. Armstrong 
Smith & Murray 
Flook & Brownlee 
E. B. Holt 
C. Nelson 
W. Johnston 
H. Lewin 

Gregory Fernandes 
Ernest Picht 
A. Osborne 
Macnaughton Jones 
F. Grelley 
William Grieve 
R. Hannah 
S. T» Tilley 
William Gillett 
W. R. Lewis 
J. A. R. Homer 
W Clarkson 
John Rob son 
William Woodman 
Robert McLeese 
Thomas Stoddard 



J. LYONS 
Watch and Clock Maker 
Next door to the Ottawa Market, 
Columbia Street, New Westminster 
Watches and Clocks Cleaned and Repaired 

Jewelry neatly Repaired 
Orders from the Interior will receive 
prompt attention. 



R. Dickinson 
Cunningham & Ashwell 
M. J* Blackman 
David ftamage 
Graham & Scrimegour 
John Calder 
W. E. Coraack 
Philip Hick 
Henry V. Edmonds 
K. Ecikhoff & Co., 
J. H. Sanford 
L* Hoyt 
S« W. Herring 
Richard Hunter 
H. Burr 

Edward Cafferty 
James H. Allen 
F. G, Richards 
Moody & Vanbnuwn 
Eo Stevenson, MJ)» 
Rollin P. Mead 
J* M* Hernandez 
Ebenezer Brown 
W. D. Ferris 



NOTICE 
The undersigned having purchased of William 
H. Woodcock the Stock and Store at few West- 
minster, wishes to Inform the Public that he 
will keep on hand for sale an assortment of 
WINES, BRANDIES, SPIRITS, &c, 
and will furnish them at VICTORIA PRICES AM) 
CHARGES. L. HOYT. 



FIRE ARMS! 
Guns, Revolvers and Fire Arms of every descriptii 

CLEANED AND REPAIRED 
The subscriber begs to inform the Public that 
he has commenced business as a 

GUNSMITH 
on Columbia Stree, opposite Mr. Holbrook's Store 
where he is prepared to execute with neatness 
and dispatch any work in his line. 
Orders from the Interior will at all times 
receive prompt attention and charges will be 
moderate • 

ROBERT BAWIBY 
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COLONIAL BANK 
of 
British Columbia 
(Under the acts of 1857 and 1858 
limiting the liability to the amount 
subscribed o) 

CAPITAL $250,000 

In 2500 shares of $100 each, with power 
to increase. 

The want of Banking accommodation by 
the Merchants, Miners, and general public 
of British Columbia has long been severely 
felt , and it is thought that the time has 
now arrived when the business of the Colony 
calls for a permanent Bank of its own; 
and the promoters of this scheme, having 
full confidence in the public spirit and 
commercial enterprise of the inhabitants 
of British Columbia, beg as a remedy to 
propose , 

That a Bank under the above title be 
established in New Westminster, 

That the capital be $250,000 in 2500 
shares of $100 each, a deposit of $10 to 
be paid on each share on the 1st of Febru- 
ary, 1863, $10 on the 1st of August, 1863, 
and $10 on the 1st February, 186^, the 
remainder to be at the call ©f the Direc- 
tors — but no call at any one time to ex * 
ceed 10 per cent of the amount subscribed 
nor to be enforced without three months 
notice, not more than two calls to be made 
in any one year. 

The affairs of the Bank to be managed 
by a Board of Directors chosen annually 
at a general meeting of the shareholders * 

Subscription books to be opened at 
once, and whenever a sufficient number of 
names shall be subscribed to fulfill the 
requirements of the existing laws, a 
general meeting to be called for the 
election of Directors, the making of Bye- 
Laws for the government of the Bank and 
the transaction of such other business as 
may be deemed necessary. 

The business of the Bank would embrace 
the usual transactions of such establish- 
ments, and in addition, the purchase of 
gold in Dust and Bars, which last branch 
would prove a vary great benefit to miners 
and traders > and in return yield a hand- 
some and legitimate profit to the share- 
holders. 

The operations of the Bank would, in 
the -first instance, be confined to the 
General Office at New Westminster, and in 
due course of time, as the extension of 
business should warrant, branch offices 



would be established in the different up-? 
country towns. 

It would be almost useless to lay before 
the public of British Columbia the. many ad- 
vantages afforded by having in the Colony a 
Bank of its own, where the Head Office and 
subsequent branches would be in the Colony, 
where the share-list would be composed of its 
own Colonists, and where the profits arising 
therefrom instead of being remitted to Foreign 
Shareholders would be handed over to residents 
and be again placed in circulation in the 
Colony. 

The profits arising from the establishment 
under somewhat similar circumstances in the 
Colonies of Canada, Australia and New Zealand 
have been large, and the promoters of this 
purely colonial undertaking earnestly beg the 
co-operation and assistance of the inhabitants 
of the Colony, convinced that by so doing they 
will at the same time promote the public good 
and their own interests. 

Applications for shares to be made to the 
Provisional Managing Committee, New Ifestminster. 
and will be received up to the 5th January, 186; 
when the lists will be closed. 

FORM OF APPLICATION 
Gentlemen, — 

I beg you will allot m© shares in 
the Colonial Bank of British Columbia (limited, ] 

(Signed. Name and address in full,) 
To the Provisional Managing Committee, 

New Westminster. 

The following gentlemen have been elected 
as a Provisional Managing Committee to obtain 
subscribers and when a sufficient number shall 
be obtained, to call a general meeting for the 
election of Directors and other business. 

HENRY H0ISR00K 
JOHN COOPER 
F. G. CIAUDET. 



BONDED WAREHOUSE 
500 TONS STQRACE 
The new fire -proof brick warehouse in 
Itftton Square, New Westminster has been 
declared by the Government to be a Bonded 
Warehouse on and after this date. 

Merchants and Shippers to British Columbia 
who wish to store merchandise in bond or duty 
free are notified that 500 tons can be stored 
in the New Brick Warehouse. 

H&ERIS & CO. 
New Westminster, October 28, 1861. 
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THE LAND SYSTEM 

The following letter, for lack of room, was unavoidably laid over. We shall 
take occasion in some future issue to reply to some points, the re in:— 

To the Editor of the British Columbian 

Sir,— In your issue of the 24th inst., you have an article headed "The Land System," 
which, whilst true in many respects, is yet very likely to be misunderstood by 
those in Canada and elsewhere, who may perchance see it in the columns of the 
British Columbian, or copied in some other journal; I refer more particularly 
to that part of your editorial which describes the pre-emptor as walking forth 
into the trackless forest or over the open prairie, and staking off his claam 
without any regard to the points of the compass; and, after he has occupied and 
improved what he regarded as his homestead, the Chief Commissioner, in the discharge 
of his duties, steps in, and, in many cases, decides that the Magistrate has done 
wrong in giving possession and creating claims which he (the Chief Commissioner) 
cannot allow; and the poor man is, after all his trouble, obliged to abandon his 
claim altogether." A stranger who would read this part of your editorial, and who 
was not aware that there is a law regulating the pre-emption of land, would naturally 
conclude that it would be worse than madness to think of going to such a place as 
British Columbia; and if he had happened to read the account of the law suit between 
Wright and Cranford, he would add, "Why there is neither Law nor Justice in that 

country." 

What you have described is only the abuse of the present Land System, but to 
those who know nothing about it, it will appear as the Land System itself. The 
law requires that the pre-emptor shall lay out his claim according to the cardinal 
points of the compass— except in cases where it is impracticable— and if any man is so 
selfish and regardless of the law as to stake off his claim as you have described 
in your editorial, it is but just that the Chief Commissioner, when he comes to 
survey it, should lay it off as the law directs; but it does not necessarily follow 
that he must abandon his claim altogether. In the case of a man who had laid out 
his claijn as near as possible to the cardinal points of the compass it would not 
be safe practice in the Chief Commissioner (whom you describe as supreme, when ?* 
comes to surveying and issuing a title) if he found that such a claim was not strictly 
correct to say to the settler, Sir, I find by my instruments that your lines are 
the sixtieth part of a degree incorrect, therefore I cannot allow your claim, you 
have forfeited all your improvements. 

The Chief Commissioner has no such powers as your editorial would indicate, 
and if he has ever assumed such airs, no doubt, he found oub the truth of the old 
adage, "If you tread on a worm it will turn." In the discharge of his duty the 
Chief Commissioner is governed by the pre-emption law, and so long as the pre-emptor 
does not violate the law, not even the Governor himself (who gave the law) can 

interfere with his claim. ■, . o.v. h+v. 

Under what you call the third point in your editorial, you complain that "the 
Chief Commissioner is completely ignored throughout the preliminary process of pre- 
empting," I would ask you if you mean by this, that all applications for pre- 
empting should be made to the Chief Commissioner in person, to do this he must be 
divested of his earthly coil, and as a spirit, become omnipresent throughout the 
length and breadth of British Columbia. We read of one man, some thousands of years 
ago, who took upon himself as judge of a nation, to hear all cases himself in person, 
but even in those early days, when men lived to a great age and had stronger 
constitutions than the Chief Commissioner, it was found necessary to appoint persons 
to attend to the minor matters, so that the Chief could have leisure to attend to 
the more important matters, (you recollect Jethro's advice to his son-in-law, which 
he wisely adopted.) Tour recommendation of free grants is praiseworthy; but your 
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suggestion to have the country surveyed into districts, counties and townships 
is open to grave objections at the present time. Your urgent appeal to Government 
to set about making a new Land System at once, and annihilate the old is also open 
to grave objections. Mv principal objection to the survey at the present is, that 
it would only be a waste of money, which would benefit nobody but some Cousin Trutch. 

I wish to see that job deferred until the surveyors belonging to the Hoyal 
Engineers shall be discharged, and under some rational system such as obtains in 
Canada or the United States, to see them employed on the survey of British Columbia 
as freemen. Our present pre-emption (or rather squatting system, it should be 
called) is well adapted for this Colony at present; and if people will not settle 
on the lands now, they would not if the lands were surveyed. The great curse and 
the principal reason that we have not more settlers in the vicinity of New Westminster 
is simply that the best and most available lands have been taken up, and are held 
bv officials and other land grabbers, contrary to the law made and provided for 
the actual settler. If the pre-empt law had been administered fairly and honestly 
in accordance with the spirit of it, there would have been ten settlers in the 
vicinity of New Westminster for one that is, and we would not have heard one complaint 
about the Land System. My principal reason for objecting to the wiping out of _ 
the present Land System and making a new one is that it would just suit those high 
functionaries, who have obtained so much land by trampling the present law under 
foot. I wish to see the present law in force until we— the people of British 
Columbia—obtain the management of our own affairs, when we shall have a tribunal 
at the bar of which we can try the validity of these titles which have conveyed so 
so much of the public domain back into the possession of the wild beasts of the 
forest, but which might otherwise have speedily been reclaimed, and become the abodes 

of civilization. 

Yours , 

A bona fide 



SETTIER 



New Westminster, 30th Dec, 1862, 



FOR SAIE 



PIONEER SALOON 



HOMESTEADS AM) VALUABLE 
REAL ESTATE 
Building Lots f ron $10 to $200 Each 



Also, 50 Vara Lots and Entire Blocks of 
Beautiful Garden Land I 

In the City and County of San Francisco 
on the line of the San Jose Railroad at 
the >EST END DEPOT. The title is absol- 
utely EERI^CT being a Spanish Grant, 
finally confirmed and patented by the 
United States. 

The Shafter Bill respects this Title, 
The City Authorities respect it, 
The District Courts and 

Supreme Court of the United 
States respect it. 
Besides the 

Title has been forever quieted by a 
Final Decree and Judgnent against the 
City so that there is not even a cloud 
or shadow upon it. whoever purchases 
one of these lots will buy a lot and 
not a lawsuit. 19 Naglees' Building 



Mr. J. T. SCOTT 
has the pleasure of informing his old 
friends and the travelling public 

generally that he is to be found at the 
northeast corner of I^tton Square, where 
the thirsty are invited to call and try a ■ -.- 
sample 

of his 
WINES, AIES AND LIQUORS 
which he flatters himself are as good as 
can be produced in the Colony. In connection 
with the Saloon he has just opened a splendid 

BILLIARD HALL 
which is furnished with three first class 
Billiard Tables, with marble beds and Phelan's 
composition cushions and being well lighted 
and ventilated, possesses all the facilities 
for enjoying a quiet game of Billiards. 
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TAHAK, THE TSHIMPSEAN INDIAN.— We have gathered a few incidents about the Indian, 
Tahak, who was hanged on the morning of Tuesday, the 6th January, behind the jail 
of this place, which may not be uninteresting to our readers. Tahak was a powerful 
man, large framed and athletic. His countenance in repose expressed neither gentleness 
nor ferocity, but indicated power and self-reliance, and latent strong and fierce 
passions when aroused. He had bright, eager, undaunted and powerful eyes; and, 
altogether, was much above the average of his lace; while in jail he was perfectly 
tractable and obedient. He was arrested under the following circumstances:— Three 
white men returning from Stickin landed to camp on an island near Fort Simpson. 
They met Tahak and another Indian with a clootchman, and bought the clootchman with 
blankets &c. With the clootchman in company they started, but had not proceeded 
far when she persuaded them to return or land again on the island. While they were 
now encamped, two shots were fired from unseen hands, one of the white men ran into 
the woods, where he was despatched, and two ran for the boats; one fell dead in 
the boat almost immediately after reaching her, but the other, not having been 
wounded, succeeded in escaping, though pursued and fired after. Commander Pike^ 
repaired to the vicinity of the transaction, and captured a number of of the tribe, ~ 
five of them, including Tchemani, a son of the Tyee, are now held in our jail 
because they connived at the escape of the murderers. Subsequently, however, Tahak, 
Lais, and Ais the clootchman, were taken, Lais turned Queen's evidence; Tahak 
was tried at last Assises, convicted of minder, and on Tuesday morning suffered the 
penalty. He was visited frequently by Rev. Mr. Sheepshanks, and spent much of his 
time Ixi prayer; but on the night before his execution he sang his death song in 
his cell. On the scaffold he urged the officers to do no harm to Tchemani, because 
he had done no wrong, and was a son of the Tyee of their tribe; and then, turning 
to Tchemani, urged him to take his child under his care and protection and be a 
father to him in fiiis stead; then chanting his death song he was launched from 
time into eternity. For some time after the trial he expressed impatience at the 
delay and wished for execution. He said he expected to shoot and hunt for five days, 
and see many fires; but that in ten days he would be back to his own home and be 
welcomed by his tilicums . As the day of his execution approached he expressed his 
dislike of hanging, as disgraceful, and wished he could be sftot. To all appearances 
he anticipated death without fear or anxiety, and his fece often exhibited a kind 
of calm happiness. A few days before the execution he confessed that he had 
committed the murder, but added the following as the incentives which impelled 
him, according to Indian morality, to commit the deed: — A man named "Charly" 
came there in a schooner and took a clootchman who was a relative of Tahak's; she 
had a papoose that was sick in the head, supposed to have the small-pox, and 
"Charly" threw the child overboard. When Tahak was told by the woman — his relative- 
he made a vow of vengance, and this act was in obedience to his vow. 

"Lo I the poor Indian V* 
The convict, Spraig, who is under sentence of penal servitude for life, was 
offered his discharge upon the condition that he would act as hangman in the case 
of Tahak. He, however, declined to accept his liberty on such terms, stating 
that "he should never be able to respect himself should he consent to such a thing," 
A similar offer was made to Burke—the same who, having been let out on a ticket 
££ leave, stole the Governor's horse at Hope last spring — which he accepted. The 
refusal on the part of Spraig is rather remarkable, and indicates a feeling one 
would scarcely expect to find under such circumstances. 
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THE GOVERMMENT GAZETTE 

In our last issue appeared a letter signed, "An Enquirer," putting some rather 
pertinent questions anent the withdrawal of the Government Gazette from these 
columns, We cannot answer the questions asked by our correspondent, but we shall 
endeavor to give a succinct account of the whole transaction, leaving him and the 
public to arrive at such conclusions as the facts we are about to relate may seem 
to warrant. We may be allowed to premise that we have never made a practice of 
obtruding our own personal grievances upon the readers of the British Columbian , 
Not, by any means, that we had none to recount, for we have had our full share of 
themj but because we deem it out of place, as a general rule, for a Journalist 
so to do. But, inasmuch, as the transaction to which we are about to invite 
public attention, in an important sense, concerns the people, and, consequently 
possesses an interest and importance entirely beyond and apart from our individual 
pocket, we think we may safely venture to place it before our readers; ana 
especially may we do so in response to a call from a leading member of this 

community. . , 

Up to September 1861 we had been publishing Government matter in the usual way 
and upon the usual terms of casual advertisements, without any regular agreement. 
About that time we received a communication from the Acting Colonial Secretary, 
proposing a contract for one year, dating from 1st September. The correspondence 
resulted in an agreement to do the Government advertising for that year which was 
satisfactorily carried out; at least we received payment promptly, and heard no 
complaints. About the time of the expiration of this contract we wrote to Mr. Young 
reminding him of each expiry, and at the same time stating that as the amount of 
advertising had materially increased in the course of the year we would expect a 
proportionate increase of remuneration. To this Mr. Young replied that the state 
of the finances of the Colony were such that he feared the Government would not 
feel justified in making such advance, but that he was prepared to renew the 
contract for another year upon the same terms. Shortly after receipt of this letter 
we visited Victoria, and took occasion to seek an interview with Mr. Young, with 
whom we had a long conversation, resulting in an agreement to print the Government 
Gazette in these columns for one year from the 1st September, 1863, Mr. Young on 
behalf of the Government, agreeing to a slight increase of remuneration. 

All went on smoothly till some time in the month of December last, when we were 
very much surprised by the receipt of a letter from Mr. Young, coolly informing 
us that the arrangement for publishing the Gazette would cease with that Month ! 
Feeling naturally indignant at such an intimation under the circumstances, we 
at once replied, reminding Mr. Young of the contract made in his office on Friday 
the 19th of September, and informing him that it was our intentiongstrictly to 
adhere to the terms of that contract— supposing, in our Innocence, that we could 
enforce the fulfilment of the contract on the part of the Government, which, however, 
we subsequently found to be a mistake. To this letter Mr. Young replied, professing 
total ignorance of the existence of any such contract, and at the same tim * 
enclosing for publication the notice to which our correspondent alludes. The 
following is a copy of our reply to Mr. Young's letter, the receipt of which, as 
yet he has not had the courtesy to acknowledge: 
* New Westminster, Dec. 28th, 1363° 

Sir,— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th 
inst., in reply to mine of the IQth, in which you state that you are not aware 
of the existence of any such agreement as that to which I allude. 

I have to say in reply that were an opportunity afforded me, I could easily 
prove by a third party who happened to be present that a contract for one year 
from the 1st of September was made, and in the precise terms alleged by me in my 
letter; and, moreover, that I was asked by you whether I desired a written 
contract, to which I replied that I did not think it necessary; that we had got 



64. 

TH3 BRITISH COLUMBIAN The Government Gazette (cont'd.) Saturday, Jan. 24, 1863* 

on very well without one hitherto, and I presumed we would continue to do so. In 
this it would now appear, I acted unwisely. 

If the contract in question has really escaped your memory, I hereby request 
an opportunity of proving the correctness of the position I take— a request I should 
not find it necessary to make did the law permit me to do so in a Court of Justice. 
Should you think proper to refuse this request I shall be reluctantly forced to the 
conclusion that you knowingly inflict a wrong upon us, and the only course left 
open to me will be to expose the whole affair, 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Tour most ob't. serv't. 
JOHN ROBSON. 
To W. A. G. YOUNG, Esq,, 
Acting Colonial Sec'y., 
Victoria, Y. I* 

As intimated above we were under the impression previous to writing the foregoing 
letter, that we could enforce the fulfilment of the contract on the part of the 
Government in a Court of Law. But having subsequently taken legal advice upon the 
subject we learned that such was not the case— that in fact, the Government could 
violate their engagement with perfect impunity. We were informed, it is true, that 
there was little doubt that if the case were carried before the Imperial tribunal 
we would obtain redress; but such a step would involve an amount of expenditure 
entirely beyond our limited means; and so we were obliged to abandon all hope of 
obtaining justice at the hands of our faithless Government* We have now given a 
simple and unvarnished statement of facta— mich as we should make were we placed in 
the witness box, and all of which we could substantiate la a Court of Justice* We 
have in our possession all the correspondence alluded to, which we have not published 
on account of the space it would occupy, but which can be seen at our office at any 

time . ,,, . 

As to the cause which induced the Government to adapt such a contemptibly mean_ 
and dishonest c^urs"e in relation to this matter— doubtless taking advantage of their 
immunity from a suit at law— we, in common with the public, must, to a great extent, 
rely upon circumstantial evidence. We have, however, no doubt at all that the 
independent course we have ever pursued was the sole cause, "ad we consented to 
become the servile tool of a corrupt Government, or even mitigated the rigor of our 
opposition to that Government, we have not the most distant doubt that the Gazette 
would still be found in these columns, and that the remuneration would be much more 
liberal than it was. This conviction is the result of a general view of the whole 
matter, strengthened and confirmed by repeated hints during the period we published 
the Gazette— hints coming from such sources as induced as to regard them as emanating 
from high quarters and conveyed designedly to us for a palpable object— to the effect 
that "we did not know on which side our bread was buttered," that "we were very 
foolish to support Colonel Moody, who possessed no patronage, « that *we stood in our 
own light in opposing the 6overnment," and that «we were in a position to command a 
good thing if we only had gumption enough to know how to use our pen," together with 
several very guarded yet most pointed insinuations which Mr. Young himself cautiously 
dropped in the course of conversation with us, and many other hints and intimations 
given at various times and in a more or less pointed manner, the import of which we 
could not altogether misunderstand at the time, and which subsequent events have 
rendered transparent as air — clear as noonday. . 

We intimated at the outset that this was not merely a personal question, affecting 
our own pecuniary interests and confined to us, but that it possessed a public _ importance 
But as we have already drawn the matter out to a sufficient length for one article, we 
will leave this phase of the subject for a future occasion. 

Since the above was in type we have received a letter from Mr. Young, in reply to 
ours of the 28th December, in which he cavalierly informs us that "You^have, however, 
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thought fit to close your last letter with a threat and I therefor© consider myself 
absolved from any obligation which might otherwise , in courtesy alone, have rested 
upon me." How very convenient, isn't it? But it won't do, Mr. w — a — g. Putting 
on such absurd airs will neither bamboozle the public nor silence the press* Vfe 
have frequently been assured, by those who know you well, that you mistake chicanery 
for diplomacy, and we verily believe it, 
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No Monopoly of the Lay 

To the Editor of the British Columbian 

Sir —In your timely editorial of the 21st last., entitled "no monopoly of the 
law," I notice an error which I am sure you will only be too glad to correct as 
soon as you learn the fact. Tou assume that a Canadian Barrister must read for a 
year here in an English Barrister's office before he can be admitted to practice. 
Unjust and absurd as this would be with the present status of the bar in this 
Colony, the actual rule is worse still. The rule which now governs Judge Begbie 
in admitting Barristers to practice in the superior Courts of this Colony exclude s 
Colonial Barristers entirely , and is thisr That Barristers must previously have 
been qualifie d to practice in the superior Courts of Great Britain. This rule has 
been adopted by Judge Begbie, but he has also said that the Governor has the p«wer; 
by proclamation to admit Barristers to practice in the Courts of this Colony, and 
that whenever His Excellency shall see fit to exercise this legitimate authority 
he should only be too happy to comply. 

The community are indebted to you, Mr. Editor, for calling attention to this 
subject. This is not the age for monopolies, and it is a pity to find the men who 
are appointed to be the exponents of Justice the very first to grip and clutch at 
a monopoly so absurdly unjust ae this, Is not this Colony the common heritage of 
British Subjects? Why, then, this discrimination? All other professionaland trades 
are cordially welcomed herej they enjoy and are protected in equal rights and pri- 
vileges, but our two or three English Lawyers must have a special protection, and 
may keep out every Colonial Lawyer, whatever; for their own good, it may be, but to 
the damage and injury of every one who may require legal services. _ 

I trust Governor Douglas will give heed to this matter, and in this instance 
show that he regards the interests of the community he governs, rather than that 
of an insignificant legal clique. 

Yours truly, 

PICK. 

New Westminster, Jan. 27, 1862. 
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Church and State 

To the Editor or the British Columbian 

Sir:— When a portion of the Royal Engineers were employed a year ago for a month 
or two in fitting up the interior of the Episcopalian Church in this city, it was 
considered by many a most daring invasion of the voluntary principle, and an 
indication of what certain parties would do if left to pursue their wanton course 
unchecked. The plausible excuse was that the military were making seats for them- 
selves, &c. No doubt there were many others who would like the Government to pay 
them while they are fitting up Church seats for themselves and families. Respect 
for Col. Moody and the worthy Rector of the Church caused the public to keep silent 
at that time, hoping that the game would not be repeated. But such a hope was vain, 
I believe that several of the Royal Engineers are now, and have been for some time, 
employed in enlarging or improving some part of the same Church. And what seems 
passing strange to many of your readers is that after pitching into the Government 
and all concerned for the grant made towards the Churches at Douglas and Lilloeet, 
you should allow the matter to which I now refer to be perpetrated at your very door 
and say nothing about it. Query, can you be ignorant of the doings mentioned above, 
or do you fear to expose the Cglonel 1 I know there is some talk of his being made 
Governor: if so, the sooner he cured of his Church and state leanings the better. 
I have been told that other Churches in this city have been offered similar assistance. 
If so, it must have been a mere feint, or at least an effort to quiet them. Other 
churches would decline such an offer, because it would be unjust to those who do not 
belong to any Church to accept, and because they know that it will not be long before 
public opinion will brand all who take Colonial funds to build Churches as enemies 
to tma Colonial policy, and that those who would get their hands as far as possible 
into the public chest are not equally with others worthy of voluntary aid. 

There can be no doubt that the employment of the Royal Engineers for sectarian 
purposes is just as much a violation of the voluntary principle as the cases referred 
to at Douglas and Lillooet. Of these the plea could be made that the congregations 
were small and comparatively poor; but such an excuse could not be made here. The 
Episcopalians in this city have all the apparatus of appeal for voluntary aid, and 
they are abundantly able to pay their way. 

OBSERVER „ 

New Westminster, Feb'y. 26th, 1863, 

(In reference to the above we have to say that neither a fear of Colonel Moody, the 
worthy rector of Holy Trinity Church nor any otherxman or set of men has caused 
us to observe silence upon the subject matter of the above letter. We are quite 
as sound upon the«'Church and State" question as ever we were and will, when we 
feel the call of duty speak out as fearlessly as is our wont. We may say, however, 
that, as regards the work alluded to by Observer, we were led to believe the men 
were not in receipt of their colonial, but merely military pay while so engaged. 
It is quite true that even this explanation would not fully meet the caBej but it 
vould deprive it of its ugliest features and, considering that the men were understood 
to be merely making seats for themselves, we felt disposed to allow the matter to 
pass. The work at which they are at present engaged would however seem to be of a 
somewhat different character and we shall make it our business to enquire into the 
real shape of matters and deal with them accordingly. —Ed. ) 
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THE ROYAL ENG IHBERS_^JK^SH_CMJ^IA 

The policy of Sir E. B. Lytton while Secretary of State for the Colonies in 
1358 received the plaudits of the House of Commons on his announcement that it was 
the intention of Her Majesty's Government to send to the new Colony J* British 
Columbia some two hundred of the corps of Royal Engineers , who, although soldiers, 
in addition to the moral effect their presence would have in maintaining order, 
were calculated to be of the first importance towards the development of its 
resources, in exploring and surveying the best routes to the agricultural «* 
mineral regions/and affording that information so desirable to a new and imperfectly 

^^our^Ss have expired since their arrival in the Colony, and the questions 
forced upcTuS a^ nSe the instructions of Sir E. B. Lytton been faithfully carried 
out by the Queen's Representative? Have the navigable rivers and *?»« *™ *f£* 
and the rapSs and portages defined? have the features of the country been delineated 
and the best routes discovered in mountain and hill ranges? We can ^P h f Jf ^7 f±c 
answer NO, In short the sphere of usefulness of this most valuable corps rfaelwtific 
men has been marred by being employed at the ordinary work of ^ ^ /_ 
nerforming those civil and military works which would have proved of permanent utilit. 



fo r he^LT No mrre^v^g field could have offered to a body of picked men 
than British Columbia; and no where could they have achieved S reat ^ *™£ a nd 
celebrity, had encouragement been given them to carry out the me asures wh "h they 
were sent here to execute. Every man in the detachment feels himself ^having 
been wronged and degraded and their esprit de corps insulted. Why has there been 
pursued a consistent diversion from their proper duties? ^T^ 8 ™^*^ £ 8 their 
of these tried men been virtually ignored, and, were it possible, the lustre of their 
corps tarnished by Governor Douglas' treatment in his disqualified power to estate 
?hem! while costing the Imperial Governments large sum to pay and maintain them? 

We are surprised that this state of things should have continued? that this 
injufticTshouIa have been committed with impunity, and without detection or notice 
ay the present Colonial Minister; an injustice that the colonists themselves deeply 
feel, and, for their mutual interests, hail with enthusiasm the coming of that day 
which will alike terminate the humiliation of the Royal Engineers and the galling 
bondage of the colonists. We feel confident that the untenanted position of 
this gallant detachment must pain the Commander-in-Chief the Duke of Cambridge 
as well as the Colonel commanding. And it strikes us that this wh ol « s f-^--bcth 
in its military and colonial aspect, will form a sufficiently interesting and 
S P or?ant cne^o attract the attention of economists in the House of Commons and 
^demand an explanation why this detachment has been hindered £° m .^%^™ 
of its legitimate and invaluable duties-what there is to show for the ^P« n ^ure 
of half a million of dollars in the Colony of British Columbia for its four years 

SerV *rwe have asked these questions we may be permitted to throw a little "#* 
upon tZ subject. Victoria, Vancouver Island, has fr ^ * <*^?^L f J^ST 
interests, been the favored political and commercial ^^.^f™™^ ^ g £** d 
Fro, this spot radiates the ukases of despotic power It Is there that ™ a re told 
terminate the navigable waters of those remarkable inland seas. » *» J^ *f* 
the united influence of monopoly and power have worked in harmony to centralize 
temoorarilv the political and commercial interests of the British possessions on 
S?ES£ coasCto the injury of the Imperial and British ^^<™»£f - 
It is there where efforts and energies of no small magnitude are exerted in order 
that the favored spot may continue to enjoy exclusive privileges; and it is there 
that the Government of British Columbia is conducted by a gentleman PJ\-f™^ 
disqualified, by a life's association with a company of adventurers in the wilds of 
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North America, to exercise despotic rule over thousands of British subjects 
possessing no voice or power to offer resistance to any measures however oppressive. 
It naturally follows that the invaluable services of the Royal Engineers have, like 
the energies of the colonists themselves, been sacrificed to further and consummate 
the end in view, viz., that the one Colony may flourish at the cost and injury of 
the other. 

It is well for the honor of Britain that the prospect of a change from serfdom 
to freedom at length begins to dawn upon this Colony; otherwise the present 
system of despotic Government in British Columbia would, if continued, have a 
demoralizing effect upon its inhabitants. Memorials and petitions have failed 
in obtaining any local rights, and the prayers of the people have been contemned, 
while a' flattering fulsome and untruthful address would have the desired effect, 
and frequently obtain what legitimate and honorable means had signally failed to 
accomplish* 

A Governor, to fulfil faithfully the trust reposed in him by his Sovereign, 
should have a high estimate of the honor conferred, and a proper regard for the 
moral rectitude of his political career. Few men will ever enjoy an opportunity 
such as the past four years have presented to Governor Douglas to establish for 
hdonself a name that might have been revered for many generations. Sacred observance 
in respect to the esprit de corps of any body of men, military, naval or civil, 
in honorable minds, is as binding as the sixth commandment. Had the direction of 
the affairs of this Colony been entrusted to one possessing the most ordinary 
statesmanship and had a right directing influence been exercised over the sixty 
or seventy thousand men who have left our shores in disgust since the discovery 
of gold in 1858, and a moiety of that number induced to settle in the Colony, they 
would now have been adding wealth and power to the British Empire* 

What incaluable benefits would these young Colonies have received had a 
judicious policy been pursued. We may reasonably mourn over the apparent apathy 
of our rulers, and the consequences resulting from the obtuseness of a Governor 
impervious to any sentiment but self-aggrandizement. 
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»THAT THE ONE COLONY MAY FLOURISH AT THE COST OF THE OTHER." 

The caption of this article is one of the conclusions of a recent article 
in the British Cpliunbian , headed — "The Royal Engineers in British Columbia. " 
The uttampt is made by the writer — and a poor declamatory attempt it is-~to 
prove that British Columbia is injured to benefit Vancouver Island — and injured 
by Govo Douglas. A spirit of hostility towards this Province is cultivated in 
the article in question rather than a healthy spirit of rivalry between these 
interested in the commercial prosperity of Victoria and New Westminster at the 
expense of tne balance of British Columbia, and not to benefit in any particular 
manner the interests of this Colony, If any mistake has occurred in the management 
of the Royal Engineers , New Westminster people have in the opinion of all impartial 
outsiders profited by the mistake. If under a different administration of affairs 
the Engineers had been billeted amongst the different up river towns throughout 
the entire year, quite a large reduction in the population of New Westminster 
would have been the consequence*, Up-river towns, up-river traders would have 
divided the profits of the disbursements that have gone to enrich the traders 
of New Westminster, whilst the presence of a large garrison in comparison with 
the population of the town, has tended to increase the value of town property, 
and create the nucleus of a commercial centre o 

We think that is Governor Douglas had studied the advantage of this city 
or this colony, rather than the interests of British Columbia, he would have 
scattered the engineers throughout the up-river districts. The consequence would 
have been to diminish the importance of New Westminster, whilst the additional 
impetus given by their presence to the up-river districts, would have reacted 
on the commercial interests of this city* We believe that the establishment of 
a military-Hcivil force, with a military commander and officers, to perform civil 
duties in the sister colony, was a blunder, whether it be regarded in a political 
or an eoanjankical point of view. If the public works had been managed by civilians, 
the Executive would have benefitted politically by the support they would naturally 
have given to a Government by whom they were employed Q But the public works 
being under the control of a military force dependent on the Imperial authorities, 
and virtually independent of the local executive, with no more voice in the affairs 
of the country than if they were aliens, they could not have been other than a 
political drag upon any one who may have administered the government As anciU_aries : 
to assist the civil magistrate in preserving order in case of necessity, they 
streigtbsned the executive, and retarded the political progress of British Columbia* 
The doctrine of the division of labour, teaches us that a regular army for the 
purpose of defence or as an auxiliary to the civil magistrate is better than 
a militia. But the same doctrine proves that a combination of military and civil 
duties in the same individual or force, is an economical error, reducing the 
productive value of the individual or force to the state, impairing their efficiency, 
whether regarded from a civil or military point of view. The policy of Sir 
Bulwer Lytton, in sending out -the Engineers to engage in civil duties, was a 
blunder—^-an-eggregious. blunder that no practical colonial statesman would ever 
have committed. More, in his Utopia, made it death for the people to question 
the acts of their rulers: and the Utopian policy of Sir Bulwer tytton sends 
a batch of military colonists to British Columbia, bound down by the articles of 
war to the strict rules of military obedience, their mouths gagged, their 
intellects eurt ailed, human machines, fit forces to resist force but unabli to 
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utter a word or influence opinion or balance parties, at Variance alike with 
civil and military science, a clog in the Executive and a drag on the progress 
of the Colony. The first error, and the gravest error lies in the ays jam of 
combining civil and military duties in the same individuals-lies in the policy 
lauded by the Columbian—in the blunder of Sir Bulwer Lytton. Jut Governor 
Douglas had the nerve to refuse to engage the Engineers in civil surveys on 
their arrival here-had let the corps dress and drill and eat their rations, 
spend their military pay and act the part only of soldiers, and J^Uad J*J Lands 
and Works Department with civilians or had he remonstrated with the Imperial 
Government, demonstrated the peraieiousness of a system of military-civil «£hori- 
ties stunting the political growth of the colony, weakening the pewar and fere. 
of public opinion, curtailing the opportunities of the free and independent 
colonist-had he kept up his remonstrances until he had routed the Engineers 
from the civil departments, he would have benefited the country more, while hi. 
personal influence and popularity in the colony would have b«nsre.jr **£* 
is to-day. "Have the instructions of Sir Bulwer Lytton been faithfully carried 
out?" asls the Columbian. It is a great misfortune they ever ****g^ ?"g^ 
for the Engineers would have been kept to their nobU P^Jf^fSKf tSS^ 
better adapted to tth. discharge of their civil duties would have filled their 
department to-day. Whatever may have been the policy of Governor Douglas in 
building up a commercial entrpot at the mouth of Fraser river-howefer objectionable 
it may have been for many-the influence of the Commander of the Engineers des- 
troyed •ffectaally and forever the prestige of the mouth of Fraser as the great 
commercial centre of British Columbia. If Governor Douglas blockaded the river 
by making Victoria the port of entry for British Columbia till June, 1859. Col. 
Moody destroyed all confidence in the peraanancy of a Mat of trade there, by 
changing the town site to QuMnsbore-tfew Westminster. The new townsite look.* 
well on paper. The parks and boulevards and .re. cafes, and sqdares and terraces 
and parade ground and embankments testified to the skill of the engineers. Yet 
confidence in the commercial future of the city was gone, to the pecuniary lass 

° f m S 7 was m engineering skill that stepped effectually the commercial growth of 
the lover Fraser. The mercantile community preferred Victoria. Since June '59 
since the Collector of Customs took up his residence at New Westminster, there 
has been no law but the course of trade to prevent the centralization •* J-J™ 
at that "capital," For four years that port has been open to trade, yet the 
Lporters reside here and here they will remain to the end of the chapter All 
the chants that a successor to Gov. Douglas, backed up by a representative 
governaont may invent, cannot endanger our commercial supremacy; so all the 
declamation of the Columbian about "one colony flourishing at the cost and expense 
of another" is so much labor spent in vain. 
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The Colonist as Critic 

Our contemporary of the Colonist is indignant- frt our "poor declamatory 
attempt" to prove that British Columbia is injured to benefit Vancouver Island, 
and injured by Governor Douglas. We will pass over the cut at our style, only 
reminding our friend of the Colonist with what charity we have treated his 
weak articles receiving them uncriticized in hopes of sometimes finding a. 
little truth or sense in their whayey mixture. Seldom have we been rewarded 
for our forbearance, never when he is under the inspiration which is so apparent 
in the article in his issue of the 2nd instant, and which we now propose to 
discuss. 

We may better say before beginning our review that we do not give the 
Editor of the Colonist the sole credit of the brilliant article. Its face 
betrays its origin. The grand jumble of "political blunders, points of view, 
human -machines, utopias," &c, &c, suggests for its author a fifth rate 
California political lawyer, of considerable bar-room practise, who possibly 
might have occasionallyvaried the monotony of his life and filled the void in 
his pocket by practising as "Cheap John*" The article before us suggests such 
an one for its author; and now for the article itself: 

The precious writer, whoever he is, charges us with cultivating a spirit 
of hostility to Vancouver Island. It is not so. We love all land which is 
British too much to be hostile or cultivate hostility to any. The touch of 
our feet upon British soil thrills our heart. But we are getting what the 
writer in the Colonist would call declamatory rhapsody, and we do not blame him. 
Picture dealers laugh at the sensations of a virtuoso before the fixed poetry 
of the great masters: Making them an object of trade dulls the sense to their 
beauty. The same rule holds in a hundred things, why not in nationality? 
"My learned friend" Esau made a bad legal precedents, 



It is not true that we cause hostility to the inhabitants of Victoria. We 
feel less anger or envy than pity for them. They are but the dupes of a few 
misconceptions about land sharks who would cheat us to give them a temporary 
success, thereby inducing them to venture more where all must be ultimately lost* 

It is not true that the Royal Engineers have built up New Westminster at 
the expense of the asst of the Colony. T hat was too well provided against by 
those who permitted their supplies free of duty from Victoria, They are thus 
made customers to merchants of that town, though ostensibly^ garrisonin this 
Colony, and virtually paid out of its resources. This is of a piece with the 
rest of that far seeing policy which looks out for the sale of Victoria lots, 
which is not satisfied with free trade, but runs into the opposite extreme, 
loading all raw material coming into this Colony with crushing duties, but 
permitting to pass free anything which has been worked upon in Victoria, and 
paid the black mail to the insatiable land jobbers there* 

No one knows better than you do that Governor Douglas has studied the 
temporary advantage of that city, and nothing else, and that for any pecuniary 
advantage to New Westminster the presence or absence of the Royal Engineers 
makes little difference. We regard them as a very superior body of men, who 
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The Colonist as Critic (cont'd.) 



have maintained the honor and dignity of their profession, and no more. It is , 
not true that it was a blunder to assign military men civil duties. They havej 
discharged similar duties creditably in every other country. If it has proved 
otherwise in this it must be attributed to the policy of selfish, petty chicanery 
by which they have been opposed, and of which they had seen so little in other 
lands as not even to detect it until entangled in its toils. 

Where did the beautiful doctrine of the division of labor come forth, which 
goes to prove that a military man becomes more unprofitable in a peaceful 
country by applying his energies to peaceful labors? The idea of Utopia with 
gagged mouth, and human machines we give you credit for. It is amusing and 
original; racy of the soil it grew on. But your originality is far behind 
your modesty in charging Sir Bulwer lytton with blundering. He whom all Britain 
stared at with surprise; the charming inexhaustible writer, the enlightened 
statesman, the indefatigable Colonial Minister, is, to the penetrating critic: > 
of the Colonist, but an absurd blunderer I It is a misfortune that some of his 
instructions reached this country. It is a misfortune that he could not tell 
how far the Cour d'alene Indians who defeated Colonel Steptoe are from the 
Fraser river Indians, who did not kill off four or five thousand white miners, 
but who, encouraged by the above mentioned victory would have done so but for 
the pacifying influence used amongst them. Had he known this there is no doubt 
we would have had protection from the evil council and example of these Cour 
d'alens. It is a misfortune that Sir Bulwer Jetton believed a man of the class 
"gentleman" incapable of deceit, and trusted in the sincerity of an assurance 
which had no;:- foundation in fact. 

It is untrue that the Commander of the Royal Engineers or any one else had, 
destroyed what you strangely term the prestige of the mouth of the Fraser. The only 
effect of the change from Langley to New Westminster was to take the profits 
on lots out of the Hudson Bay Company 's pockets and set every member of that < 
body to work to hinder the progress of the latter place. But they are tugging 
against fate . It is true that Victoria will retain the trade »to the end of 
the chapter; w which chapter of wrongs, deceit and selfishness is, thank Heaven, 
very near its close. 
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To the Editor of the British Columbian 

Sir , — As a resident in the Colony and subscriber to the British Columbian 
and as one who would wish it to appear more fair than foul in the eyes of its 
readers her^ and in England, I am impelled I fear into a fruitless act, viz, 
addressing you on the subject matter of the British Columbian for some time 
pasto Brevity being.ihe soul of wit, I will be brief. (?) And that you may 
have no excuse for pursuing the unwarranted act, of showing up the names of 
persons whom you suppose have written letters distasteful to you, I append my 
name. You have boasted your willingness to give space to all sides in your 
columns, when you acted the part of an inquisitor regarding some Canadian state- 
ments to a Canadian paper about the Colony. I hope your sense of justice may be 
sufficient to admit one protest at least to the manner in which the Begbie affairs 
have been handled throughout in your paper. The Editor of a paper, sir, and a 
minister of the Gospel do not in some occasions occupy positions so very different 
as the style of writing which you have adopted would lead every one to suppose 
They have each great responsibilities—differing in degree. What would be thought 
of any public teacher if he indulged in public invectives, couched in terms now 
too common in the British Columbian ? Is it the object of a paper to discriminate 
truth and to expose error in such a way as to bring good out of evil, or is it 
to be the revolting medium of private feelings venting themselves in intemperate, 
undisguised malevolence of the person rather than of the principle attacked. 
But I must be brief . Judge Begbie is considered to have acted a blameworthy part, 
as a judge, in receiving land under any circumstances from Moreland, Cox, or any 
other foreigner. But, sir, you must be perfectly aware that Mr. Moreland and all 
his abettors are propagating shameless falsehoods when they endeavor to fix the 
transaction on the Judge as a gift . Who is to be believed, a judge who appeals 
to documentary evidence in attestation of a statement, or the absurd effusion of 
Mr. Moreland? Absurd is a mild term. 

In the matter of holding claims I must also ask, or demand, on grounds of 
justice, space to meet your late charges, I saw the draft to which allusion has 
been made in your paper. If you or any man can bring your charges home on that 
evidence, I can only say Heaven save us from your justice and every one who takes 
your view. 

The draft did not bear Judge Begbie 's name or endorsement. I think it was 
written in his hand and drawn on some one of the same name, but there is no evidence 
to go here to justify your charges and attacks. There is one solution which is 
a fair and just one . Judge Begbie may have lent the money to a friend. Such 
transactions are common enough. And the more I think over it the more it seems 
to me we are bound to weigh the acts of a judge not only very carefully and nicely, 
but fairly . 

The Cranford case has like others been used as capital in your paper, I forbear 
to make ajxy remark on it. But I may ask whether any explanation or statements were 
sent to you for insertion, and declined. I ask this because I think the friends 
of Judge Begbie might have been expected to come forward when the attacks were so 
frequent and abusive, and I think it possible that such statement has not reached 
the public . 

Hy object for not saying anything in the Cranford case is one which would keep 
a great many persons silent. I do not think the columns of the British Columbian 
the proper vehicle for impeaching a judge. The proper course to have adopted would 
have been to have called together a body of persons who might be supposed to have 
some interests at stake in the Colony, and to have asked the Home Government for 
an inquiry into the whole case, A petition of this kind, one of the most solemn 
things which could be sent to the Home authorities, to carry weight, should have 
shown more than a few names — those names should have been well known — and when it 
was sent, comment, at least such as the British Columbian has made, should have 
been withheld. 

In your last issue we have such a phrase as, "the painted, jewelled harlot 
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again exhibited, adorned in all the habiliments of Justice „•• If, sir, there is one 
course more likelv than another to perpetuate injustice and sole power in any Colony 
it would be found' in that which your paper is adopting. Show up abuses and errors 
but we who subscribe to your paper have most of us come from Great Britain, where 
we are accustomed to have errors and crimes, blunders and failings, shown up, but 
shown up with purity of language and force of reason and argument, not outrage and 
S. If these papers go to our native land it is not right that our friends should 
that we are not all to be classed together who dwell in British Columbia in the 
manner of dealing with public men and public questions. T , T , T , Tn _ 

A. D. PRINGZ£ 

Clergyman of the Church of England at Hope. 



ANGLICAN MISSIONARY MEETING 



A oublic missionary meeting, under the auspices of the Anglican church, was held 
ir ttoHyack KS on Saturday evening, Colonel Moody, R.E. in the Chair The principal 
shakers were the Rev. A. C. Garrett, Principal of Indian Missions at Victoria Rev 
J. Sheepshanks, Rector of Holy Trinity Church, Attorney General Crease, Mr. Holbrook 
and Mr/ Armstrong. The Chairman called upon the Rev. J. Sheepshanks to address the 
meeting. The reverend gentleman proposed the following resolutions^ , _ ... . 
"That in the opinion of this meeting the state of the Indian tribes of British 
Columbia is much to be lamented, and calls loudly upon a rapidly increasing Christian 
population for sympathy and improvement." 

In the coursfof his remarks the rev. gentleman pointed out how our own ancestors 
had once been wrapped in a similar darkness to that which is now spread over the benighted 
n^ivTof Sis Colony, and how it required years of patienttoil to sub duejhe rugged 
Saxon, and bring him within the circle of Christianity and civilization. Jhat had 
been done once might be done again. He then described the great success *** *?«^ 
attended the labors of Mr. Wm. Duncan at Fort Simpson, where about one thousand Indians 
have abandoned their old homes and habits, and established a C * risiia ? J 1 ^ ^er 
20 miles from the Fort. After explaining many interesting points in the native super 
stitions of these strange people, he concluded by pressing the Bsolut ion upon the 
practical regards of the meeting. The Chairman then called upon the Rev. A. C. G^att, 
Principal of the mdian Mission at Victoria. The rev. gentleman repeated many of his 
experiences while laboring among the Indians of Vancouver, who are similar in many 
respects to those of the Fraser. He told many interesting anecdotes and legends 
illustrative of Indian belief and superstition, which at tes convulsed the ^"«ce 
with laughter, and again aroused the keenest sympathy. He dwelt upon the fearful havoc 
caused Ton»st them by the vices of the civilized and by that dread and awful malady 
the small-pox. Be pointed out the great and crying necessity which exists for the 
establishment of Missions, Schools and Industrial institutions amongst them, and urged 
upon the meeting the claims of the aborigines upon their protection and sympathy. 

' Attorney General Crease then rose and proposed the following resolution: 

"That this meeting desires respectfully but earnestly to urge upon the Bishop, on 
the eve of his departure for England, the condition and the wants of the perishing 
aborigines of this Colony. The flourishing Mission at Fort Simpson, under the care of 
Mr Wm. Duncan, is itself sufficient proof of what may be done, under the blessing 
of God, by zealous and devoted men. At mary other points of this vast Colony native 
tribes exist, as numerous and as much in need of Christian teaching as those at Fort 
Simpson. Before the advance of civilization however the natives are fading away with 
alarming rapidity. Intoxication, disease, and vice of every kind are doing their 
deadly work, and ere many vears have passed the red man will, m all human probability, 
have ceased to be. Therefore this meeting would humbly crave for him a prominent and 

special place in the pleadings of his Lordship before the British public; in the' hope 

that the sympathy of Christian Britain may be so enlisted in his favor as to leao. to 

the adoption of some special means for his amelioration. 
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The learned gentleman in the course of his interesting remarks dwelt upon the 
happy effects which he had witnessed in Canada and elsewhere under the management of 
the Moravian Missionaries. He was convinced that similar effects might be produced 
here if only the means were employed. He therefore hoped that the Bishop's appeal 
might be so supported by the voice of British Columbia as to enable him to adopt 
extensive measures for the improvement of the aborigines, Mr. Holbrook, President 
of the Town Council, seconded the resolution in an appropriate manner. 

Mr. Armstrong then rose and proposed that the Rev. J. Sheepshanks, Mr. Crease 
and Mr* Armstrong be appointed a Committee to draft an address to the Bishop, containing 
the above resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cormack, and carried. 

In seconding the above resolution Mr. Cormack took occasion to allude to the 
arduous and successful labors of the Rev. Mr. Fouquet and other Roman Catholic 
Missionaries amongst the Indians and e specially in this vicinity, expressing his regret 
that none of the speakers of the evening had noticed this feature of the case. He also 
alluded to the iact that these devoted men had vaccinated upwards of 12,000 Indians on 
Lower Fraser, which had no doubt checked the ravages of the small pox amongst us, and 
the establishment of the St. Mary's Mission where they are rapidly organizing all the 
machinery of an "educational and industrial establishment , n in which the children are 
taught not only the usual branches of an English education but also agriculture, and 
other industrial arts, and at which there are at present 24 boys in attendance, mai^y 
of them displaying a most extraordinary capacity'" for learning. Mr. Sheepshanks, in 
explanation, said that as the meeting was one under the auspices of their own Church, 
the resolutions and remarks were properly and necessarily confined to the schemes and 
operations of that Church, but at the same time he admitted the usefulness of the 
Missionaries alluded to, especially in the matter of vaccination. He also stated 
that during his tour through the interior last year, he had vaccinated all the Indians 
he could find with the exception of the two encampments where they refused, and he 
had since learned that the ravages of the disease had been confined to these Indians • 
Mr. Garratt also paid a very handsome compliment to the Roman Catholic Missionaries 
on the Lower Fraser stating that he had no doubt we were indebted to them for the 
immunity from the ravages of that terrible disease which we have happily enjoyed. 

In closing the meeting Colonel Moody took occasion to express his deep anxiety for 
the welfare of the Indian tribes, and expressed an earnest hope that that meeting was 
but the first of a series which would result in the inauguration of some practical 
and comprehensive scheme for the amelioration of the present deplorable condition 
of the aboriginal tribes of this country* He said it had long been the subject of 
the deepest thought with himself, and he trusted the time had now arrived when the 
matter would take a more practical turn, and that every man claiming to be Christian 
would be found ready and willing to do his duty* A vote of thanks to the Chairman 
was then unanimously carried, and the meeting adjourned. 

It cannot but have struck every thoughtful mind that considering the interest which 
His Excellency the Governor professes to take in the welfare of the Indians, he should 
not have given such a meeting at least the countenance of his presence. 



THE GOVERNOR INSPECTS THE FIRE ENGINE — His Excellency, accompanied by Col, Moody, 
R.E., visited the Hyack Engine House yesterday, where he was received by the Hyack 
Company, and proceeded to inspect the new Engine, with which he expressed himself 
much pleased. Uhey submitted the machine to a variety of tests which were satisfactory, 
and at the close gave three cheers for Governor Douglas and as many for Colonel Moody. 
His Excellency returned the compliment by ordering three baskets of champagne* 

ACCIDENT TO THE ENTERPRISE . —We regret to learn that this steamer sustained considerable 
injury the other da.y from running upon a reef of rocks in Bute Inlet. We are surprised 
Captain Mouat would risk so valuable a vessel in such dangerous navigation. She has 
to go on the ways for repairs. The Otter came up in her place last night, bringing 
35 passengers. 
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A GOVERNMENT OR (MM 

Some time in the spring of I860 Mr. Leonard McClure was induced by a promise 
of Government patronage to bring a small printing plant to this city and undertake 
the publication of " The New Westminster Times ," a weekly paper about the same size 
as the British Columbian . Finding that the Government of this Colony was in very 
bad odor he deemed it politic to adopt a cautious, milk-and-water course, watching 
his opportunity all the while, however, to slip in a good word for those from whom 
he expected to receive his bread and butter, until, gradually becoming more pro- 
Government in tone, public feeling was aroused, and public support was almost entirely 
withdrawn from that paper. Acting without his usual discretion the publisher instead 
of modifying his tone in order to conciliate the people, took a more open and decided 
stand in favor of Government, and by the end of the year, or about nine months from 
the advent of that journal, public indignation ran so high that nothing short of 
ridding the Colony, of ' the Government organ would satisfy the people . The sequel is 
known to most of our readers. The plant was purchased by; a number of leading citizens- 
and our humble self engaged to publish therewith the British Columbian , which has 
to-day completed the first quarter of the third volume. 

It will be unnecessary to inform our readers that we have, during the two years 
and a quarter we have occupied the Editorial chair, pursued an independent course, 
giving due credit to the Government for every act of which we could approve— 
opportunities for which were, we deeply regret, "like angels' visits, few and far 
between"— but at the same time fearlessly exposing and censuring everything which 
we conceived to be prejudicial to the best interests of the Colony and the people. 

Up to the close of last year these columns were used as a medium for Government 
advertising; but none of the Government job printing with which Mr, McClure wai 
favored was ever given to us. Of this, however, we never complained, nor do we d© 
so nowj but merely mention the circumstance in order to show the partiality displayed 
by the Governments 

At the close of last year the advertising was withdrawn from us notwithstanding 
that we had a contract with the Government for one year, eight months of which were 
unexpired, and for the gross breach of which we could obtain no redress simply 
because the Government could not be sued. A small affair dignified by the name of 
" Government Gazette " was published at the military camp at a large expense to the 
Colony, in erecting buildings, procuring the necessary plant and hiring an Editor, 
to say nothing of the cost of material and labor, which altogether would probably 
form an aggregate of $5,000 for outfit and $4,000 a year for working expenses; and 
all this for doing work which was done far more efficiently through the medium of 
this journal for about $1,000 a year; for we fancy no sensible man, whether an 
independent man of a Government toady, will go so far as to compare the Gazette with 
the British Columbian as an advertising medium. 

Thus it will be seen that the Government violated a contract in order to deprive 
us of the Colonial advertising, thereby making a large additional charge upon the 
revenue without getting any real value in return, simply and solely because we would 
not give them our support — because we claimed and exercised the right, as an 
independent jounalist, to censure what we believed to be wrong in the administration 
of the affairs of this Colony. 

But, not content with this, there has just been issued from the Lands & Works 
a circular stating that a. yearly subscription of $5 will be charged for the Gazette 
after this month, and offering the free insertion of an advertisement to every 
yearly subscriber for two or more copies ! A most silly and futile attempt is thus 
made to force the circulation of the Gazette at the expense of the public; and the 
extraordinary and most undignified expedient is resorted to of offering to do i 
gratuitously that by which the honest, legitimate jounalist earns his bread. If 
there were not a newspaper in the place it would even then be a most extraordinary 
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and questionable procedure \ but who ever heard of such a thing as a Government of 
a new Colony using Government material and turning Her Majesty's soldiers into 
printers for the express purpose of opposing local enterprise and interfering with 
legitimate journalism? People will naturally ask, in wonderment, what next? We 
will tell you what is to be the next move on the Government chess-board, that is, 
if we can credit the whispers that have reached us from various well informed circles. 
This Government Gazette is gradually to assume the shape of a Government organ to 
be employed in puffing and defending the acts of a Government that is execrated by 
the people and forsaken. of Heaven. So unpopular is the Government that no sane man 
could be induced to attempt the publication, of a paper friendly to it; and so, in 
order to meet this difficulty, an Editor is hired, soldiers are transmogrified into 
printers, and a Government organ is to be published in defiance of public opinion, 
and that very public, too, is to be made to pay the piper I I 

It may seem incredible to some that the Government of a British Colony could be 
capable of such conduct . But what has already been done is a very fair guarantee 
for what they would do c There are not wanting in the brief history of this Colony 
evidences of the unscrupulous character of our Government—of their total indifference 
to the wishes and welfare of the people—of their willingness to aggrandize self 
at the expense of every manly and honorable feeling and principle, and at the 
sacrifice of the interests of the Colony at large. 

It may be wicked, but we could almost wish to see this organ scheme developed. 
Mot that we would wish to come in professional contact with the ill-begotten, 
illegimate offspring of a corrupt, purile and asinine Government; but because it 
would be a sort of melancholy gratification to see them—like a pig when it assays 
to swim—cut their own throat—because they could not possibly adopt a more effectual 
course to cover their last hours— for thank Heaven their days are numbered— with 

ignominy and scorn. 

We shall closely watch the progress of this thing, and will not fail to keep 
the public advised of it. Let them come on if they dare I They will find it up 
hill work to defend a Government which has so grossly violated every right of the 
subject and outraged every feeling of honorable independence as to merit, as they 
assuredly enjoy, the contempt and execration of every independent man, aye, and 
woman too, in this Colony. 



H. M. GUI 1 ; -BOAT "GRAPPI£R" arrived here on Monday, and, taking Capt. Cooper, 
Harbormaster, on board, went down to place some buoys at the mouth. 
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Our Relations With The Indians 

It would be manifestly impolitic and productive of ham to put the uncivilized 
and unchristianized Indians of this country in possession of all the rights and 
privile-gpsf of citizenship. Were this done they would be the greatest sufferers 
themselves, while they in many ways might become instruments of injury to the stfct* 
in the hands of unscrupulous and designing mn t Their proper position for the 
present— the only one they can occupy with advantage to themselves— is that of 
minority, with the Government for their guardian* It becomes the duty of Gevernmefat, 
as such, to exercise its paternal protection over the Indians, and, at the same 
time, use every available means for their improvement „ 

If any one should dispute our right to impose, upon the natives a state of 
tutelage, we answer that it is an absolute necessity in order that the state may 
perform those duties toward them to which it became morally bound in taking possession 
of the country. If there be any injustice it is farther back than that of which 
we are now writing; and, in fact, the Indians at the present time are virtually 
in the condition which we propose for them* They have no power to dispose privately 
of their lands; they cannot vote at elections; (nor, indeed can any of us at 
present) the privilege of purchasing and using ardent spirits is withheld from 
them, and their evidence in our Courts of Justice is at a considerable discount 
The system to which we have referred is the one generally followed in the British 
colonies as well as in the .American States, or at least these on the Atlantic, In 
some instances the Indians have reached that point of civilization and general 
enlightenment and improvement at which it has been deemed prudeht to enfranchise 
them fully, and they have used their privileges in such a way as to meet the most 
sanguine expectations of their friends. 

Acting upon this principle the Government should at once purchase, at a reason- 
able price, all the just and proper claims of the Indians to the lands of the Colony-— 
at least those parts of it which are being settled. There should, however, be 
ample reservations surveyed in the most suitable localities, including, wherever 
practicable, the lands already under cultivation by the IndianSo These reservations 
should each be sufficient for the probable future wants of at least 500 Indians, 
or as many as can be conveniently settled together. There should, be an allotment 
of land in these reservations for each family, which should be so recorded as to 
render it impossible for others to defraud the occupant of the reward of his industry; 
and upon these reservations the Indians should, as far as possible, be compelled 
to reside . They should not be permitted to make permanent villages or homes at 
will upon other lands. 

The payment given to the Indians in respect of the lands ceded to the state 
should be expended in assisting them, to some extent, in clearing, fencing, and 
otherwise permanently improving their homesteads, also, in assisting in the erection 
of a comfortable and substantial house upon each, in procuring seed grain, agri- 
cultural implements, and, for each tribe, a few cattle, hogs, sheep, poultry, &c ; 
also in awarding annual prizes for progress made, as for instance, for the most 
improved farms, the best stock, grain, vegetables and samples of work, &c fee. 
Agricultural and industrial exhibitions would if properly managed, be a great means, 
in common with the prizes, of stimulating to excellence. These could be held at 
each reservation or at some central point so as to include all the reservations. 
What is wanted is not to do the work and afford a free support to the Indians, but 
judiciously to stimulate them, and guide, as far as may be, their efforts so as 
to cultivate in them a spirit of self reliance and the desire to excel. 
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Another way in which money should be expended for the benefit of the Indians 
is the establishment and maintenance of suitable schools upon each reservation. 
These schools might be taught by ordinary masters paid, chiefly by the government 
©r by the Missionaries who labor amongst the Indians, Government allowing a fair 
remuneration for the amount of secular instruction thus imparted,, "We do not 
advocate Government aid to Missionaries as such. We think each Church should 
support its own Missionaries among the heathen *» w*ll as at kerne. But if these 
Missionaries, apart from their religious ministrations, perform the work of the 
secular teacher we think such should be J&id for by the Government. In all cases 
these schools would, of course, be open to inspection by proper Government Inspectors; 
and in the case of Mission schools the actual amount of education imparted according 
to the accepted curriculum should determine the amount of aid to be given to such 
schools, as is the case at the present time in the English Elementary Schools. 

In addition to these common schools there should be established, at no distant 
day, an Industrial school, or schools, for the thorough training of both male and 
female youths for the various branches of household work in the one case, and in 
the practise of agriculture and the mechanised trades in the other; while, at 
the same time, they would be instructed in the various branches of a common education. 

We are aware that in order to do all this efficiently there would require to be 
an Indian Department created, consisting for the present of a Chief Superintendent 
of Indian affairs; and as the Indians settled upon their reservations or came in**> 
contact with advancing civilizations local agents would be required to carry out the 
plans of the Government in each district and, at the same tlm, convey from time to 
time the wishes and wants of the Indians to the Executive with such recommendations 
and suggestions as they might be able to afford. They could also act as local 
Magistrates . 

The scheme which we have thus cursorily indicated is a comprehensive one, and 
while It could be begun at once on a small scale—indeed it ought to have been 
begun long ago— it could be extended from time to time as the resources of the 
Colony and Indian fund would justify. We cannot, as a Colony, excuse oorialm 
on the ground of poverty for neglecting the plain and urgent duty of at least doing 
something for the elevation of the poor aborigines; and we earnestly hope that no 
more time will be allowed to elapse without taking the initiative in this most 
important work. 

The advantages resulting from the carrying out of the above or some similar 
scheme would be incaluable to all parties concerned. The Government would thus 
be enabled to exercise a more healthful restraint upon the Indians, and any expendi- 
ture for their improvement would give more satisfactory results. The confidence 
of the Indiana in the Government would be greatly increased, and thereby their 
attachment to it strengthened. Stimulated by the honors and rewards oi industry, 
and with **» one to direct their efforts, they would very soon become diligent 
cVltlvatorTof the soil, and thus secure for themselves a comfortable ^baistence 
without depending upon their former and less sure sources, of supply which, as has 
been sho™ in a former article, are fast giving out. The civilised settler woul^ 
no longer be threatened with the destruction of his property or his life «a »C«a* 
of his robbing the Indian of his land, while the Missionary and the Schoolmaster 
would find many a barrier removed from thair path, and, having the JWiJiWj. in » 
great degree, removed from the scenes of temptation and vice and settled in sufficient 
numbers to warrant permanent and extended operations, would be enabled to carry on 
their work of regeneration and culture with greatly increased satisfaction and 
success While the Indians are scattered over all the country in groups of frcm 
sTptr eonfanS upwards in one place teaching them will be difficult and «J«g^ 
work^ K once collected in sufficient numbers and permanently settled under the 
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influence of a proper educational and industrial system the happiest results, 
moral and social, would follow. We shall in a subsequent paper endeavor to 
adduce instances of the successful workings in other lands of a system similar 
to the one we have indicated. 



THE VICTORIA BANK ESCORT— Our usually quiet town has been quite gay during 
the last few days, owing to the presence of this illustrious corps. Their 
equestrian manoeuvres have been a source of great amusement to our population, 
both native and European. After being sufficiently rested from the fatigues 
consequent upon the voyage from Victoria, we believe it is their intention to 
proceed In the direction of Cariboo, via Douglas. No blame to the men for 
taking a situation with a good salary and ail found; but the Government is 
certainly to blame for paying them $100 a month when as good could be had in 
this Colony for ranch less. But it is probably as well that every part of this 
great DOUGLAS OUTRAGE should be in keeping. We think, however, it would not 
be amiss for the people to have a public meeting., and express their views upon 
the organization of this Escort, lest silence might possibly be mistaken for 
approbation. 

Since the above was in type a requisition, to be found elsewhere, to the 
Mayor, to call a public meeting, and his reply thereto, have been placed in 
our hands. The meeting is to take place in the Hyack Hall, on Monday evening, 
at 8 o'clock* 



EXTENSION OF PITT RIVER ROAD— Owing to the rapidly increasing agricultural 
settlement upon the right bank of the Fraser, extending f rom this city to a 
point beyond Langley, indeed it may be said as far as the Harrison, the subject 
of the extension of the mad now constructed as far as Pitt River is assuming 
very great importance. It is true the noble river which flows past this city 
serves very well as a highway at certain seasons; but during the spring freshets 
it Is hardly practicable for the purposes of farmers with their canoes and small 
boats. And then during the winter season it is more or less obstructed with 
ice for about two months. In short it is «ry important that the large settlement 
in question should have a road communicating with this city, and it is to be 
hoped the Chief Commissioner will take the necessary steps for the accomplishment 
of so desirable an object 



A BOARD OF HEALTH— We learn that C. Erew, Esq., Chief Inspector of Police for 
this Colony, has appointed a Board of Health, consisting of the following gentle- 
men: Messrs. J. T. Scott, W. J. Armstrong and R. Hannah. The selection is a 
judicious one j and the organization of such a Board is a very proper step. The 
want of it was keenly felt last summer while small-pox was prevalent, and although 
we hope to be spared a similar visitation again, yet there will be plenty of 
work to do. 



INDIAN PRISONERS — We learn from the Da ily Chronicle that the gunboat Forward 
returned from Comox with three Indian prisoners, one of them a noted brave, who 
glories in having killed 12 white men. He, with his brother, who is also a 
prisoner, are said to be fine specimens of North American Indians. It would be 
interesting to know what wrong, real or imaginary, has led this Indian to seek 
such dire revenge. Three Comax settlers had left for Victoria in a canoe, and 
were supposed to be losto 
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STOCK— Masars. Armstrong & Wylie, of this city, arrived at the Sumass on 
Monday with a drove of about 100 head of cattle from Oregon. 



THE GOID ESCORT 



New Westminster, 
11th June, 1363c 

To Henry Holbrook, Esq., President Municipal Council, New Westminster 

Sir, —We the undersigned merchants, traders and inhabitants of fciew 
Westminster, beg to request that you will call a public meeting for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the circumstances attending the 
establishment of a Gold Escort by the Governor, and of devising the best 
and most suitable means of giving expression to the general feeling of 
dissatisfaction existing in British Columbia in reference to the same. 

We remain, Sir, 

Your obed't. serv'ts. 



John Ramage 



G. C 

Those 



Clarkson 
Cunningham 



Smith & Murray 



Chas 
H. V 
C. 
J. 



Moris on 
Edmonds 

Nelson 

H. Sanford 



Christopher Lee 
Eichoff Bros. 
Robert McLeese 
Wm. Burrell 
E «, Brown 
Wm, Grieve 
Geo. Robertson 
Wm„ Fisher 
J. Lenuot 



R. Hannah 
J. T. Scott 
D. Sutherland 
Trtm. Gillett 
Philip Hick 
J. S. Clute 
Meade & Jones 
0. M. Hocking 
Whu Bolleys 
H. Lewin 
T. McMicking 
Geo. Hooper 
A. Ho Manson 
Clark & Co. 
W. Go Peacock 
John Johnston 
Grelley Bros. 

REPLY 



W. E. Cormack 
Jo Marrar 
Geo. R. Ashwell 
R. Holland 
J. A. Webster 
W. Perrin 
M. J. Blackman 
Robt. Pool 
Ernest Picht 
E. Cafferty 
Dietz & Nelson 
David Ramage 
W. J. Armstrong 
Jaso Jock 
Win Johnston 
T. Prit chard 
J. A* R* Homer 



New Westminster, 
19th June, 1363 



Gentlemen, —I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your requisition 
so numerously signed, requesting me to convene a public meeting of the merchants,, 
traders and inhabitants of New Westminster for the purpose of considering the 
best and most suitable means of giving expression to the feelings of dissatisfaction 
so generally prevailing in British Columbia regarding the same. I have therefore 
much pleasure in naming Monday evening, the 15th inst,, at 8 o'clock. 

I have the honor to remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your very obedient servant, 
Henry Holbrook, 
President, Municipal Council. 
To John Ramage, Esq., W. E. Cormack, Esq., J. T. Scott, Esq. and others. 



83. 
THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN Saturday, June 27, 1863 . 



A DORMANT MINT 

A little over a year ago the Mint was, through the energy of Capt. Gosset, the 
Treasurer of this Colony and Deputy Master of the Mint, erected in this city, and a 
few specimen coins were struck off, but beyond that nothing has yet been done with 
it. It is not our intention now to enter upon a history of the establishment of this 
institution, as we have already done so. But now that our mines are yielding up 
their treasure in a ratio which would assuredly justify such a step s we demand of 
the Executive, on behalf of the people of this Colony, to know why measures are not 
taken to work the Mint and coin our gold, instead of having it all go to San Francis- 
co, as now, for coinage. Treasure has been coming down for some time at the rate of 
about $100,000 a week; and from our acquaintance with the miners we know that were 
the Mint in operation a very large proportion of it would be converted into coin here. 

A feeling prevails amongst the miners, and a very natural one it is, in favor of 
having their own gold converted into coin. Men who have passed through so many hard- 
ships, who by their persevering industry have explored the country, and have been 
successful in accumulating enough of the precious metal to constitute a fortune, very 
naturally prefer to have their coin made from that identical metal which has cost 
them so much propecting, anxiety and privation , and has thereby in a manner become 
endeared to them. There is a sort of gratification, a pardonable pride, in laying by 
coin manufactured from raw material dug out of the earth with one's own hands; and 
this feeling, added to the saving which would accrue to all parties from having a 
Mint here would cause a very large amount of the product of our gold fields to find 
its way into the Mint were it in operation. 

It does seem unaccountably strange that as early as '58 and '59 Governor Doug- 
las urged upon the Imperial Government the importance of establishing a Mint, and 
mourned over the fact that all our gold had to go for coinage to a foreign country , 
and after getting one and incurring the expense of putting it in working order it 
has been permitted to lie idle and rusting for over twelve months, while the evil of 
which he complained so bitterly five years ago has not only continued but has greatly 
augmented. Business men and miners are still paying a heavy per centage for procuring 
coin from Sn Francisco in exchange for their gold, and the inducement still exists 
for our miners to leave the Colony during the winter in order to get the gold minted. 
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If we had not a Mint and the position were taken that we could not afford to 
get one we could understand the matter. But when it is considered that we have one 
all ready to go to work, at a cost to the Colony of not less than $15,000, and, 
moreover y that we have the force to work it too, the policy, if such it can be call- 
ed, of allowing the establishment to lie and rust, while the commerce of the country 
is suffering for want of coin is entirely beyond our comprehension. We are assured 
by practical men that with the present staff employed In the Assay Department the 
Mint could be worked oerfectly well without at all interfering with the efficiency 
of either. We of course do not know what explanation of this strange proceeding His 
Excellency has given at the Colonial Office, or whether the Duke is not too lazy and 
indifferent to our interests to require any explanation at all; but we do know that 
the tteople from whose pockets the $15,000 have been filched will expect, and when the 
time arrives, demand, to know why they have been tub j acted to such singular treat- . 
ment at the hand* of an absentee Governor, ~ : - 

We , of course, have our own solution to the seeming mystery; and it is that 
the Governor desired to have the Mint In Victoria, and that having been circum- 
vented by Capt. Gosset , he determined that we should not derive any benefit there- 
from. We feel confident that had he succeeded in having it located at Victoria it 
would have been In active operation all this time. It may seem unreasonable to 
accuse a Governor of a British Colony of being actuated to such an extent by personal 
interest and local considerations. But we are by no means confined to this solitary 
case as a proof of the truth of the accusation. Indeed there are but few of his 
official acts since he assumed the reins of Government which do not point unmistakably 
to the same conclusion. 

THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN. 
NEW WESTMINSTER, SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 1863. 
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TEE POYAL FUGrfTEERS — SALUBP.ITY OF OUR CLIMATE. 

The following extract from the Statistical, Sanitary and Medical Reports for the 
year 1360, prepared by Command of Her Majesty, by the Army Medical Department, for 
oresentation to both Houses of Parliament, is herewith published for general 

in f o rmat ion : — 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
In the annually developing interest of this new colony of the Empire relatively 
greater details may he acceptable in regard to its sanitary character as a station of 

Her "aj es ty ' s ' troops . 

Experience so far, has proved its climate in all respects to be salubrius. In 
the. lower Fraser district the winter is moderate , and the summer warm, yet not 
oppressive. During spring and autumn the night are found to be cold, and fogs 
prevail shortly before and after sun-rise. In the upper district of the Fraser, to 
the northward, the winter is in some parts very severe, and night frosts occur 
throughout the year: its climate, however, is stated to be decidedly healthy. The 
lower Fraser, including the town of New Westminster and its vicinity has proved 
remarkably free from zvmotic a factions; the troops here stationed had been singularly 
exemp from such character of disease, and the medical officer reports that their ' 
children had been entirely free from the occurrence of measels , scaratina, whooping 
cough and other diseases usually befalling their class. Much, however, of this good 
fortune must be laid to the account of ample space of housing, good ventilation, 
warming, diet and other favoring hygienic conditions, in a segregated small community. 

The position of the. military camp is near the town of New Westminster, and on 
the banks of the Fraser, the valley of which, at this point (17 miles from the sea) , 
runs nearly north and south, and is about three- fourths of a mile in width. 
On the north side of the river a range of lofty mountains runs nearly east and west, 
these are intersected by deep valleys, containing lakes and smaller rivers emptying 
themselves into the Fraser. The geological formation of the mountains in this 
district is pricipally of trap and granite, the valleys having a sandy and gravel 
soil, forming a conglomerate covered with vegetable deposits. Granite boulders of 
various size are found scattered throughout the district of this the lower portion 
of the province, and its whole region is clothed with dense forests, the timber 
consisting pricipally of gigantic pines, cedars and firs, interspersed with maples, 
alders and copse. Excellent water abounds from springs of mountain source. 
Several thermal springs have been discovered, and of two, more observed, one is at 
the mouth of the Harrison, a tributary to the Fraser, and the other on the Douglas 
new line of the high road. Dr. Seddall, staff-assistant surgeon in charge of the 
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troops, who referred to the discovery of one of them in his special topographical 
reDort of the preceedin<* year (1359), represents both these springs to be of 
sulphuretted hvdro^en impregnation, and contining small quantities of the salts of 
soda and magnesia- be. assipps a temperature of 130° Fahrenheit to these waters at 

their issue. 

The soil of such land as has been cleared in this lower district and valley of the 
Thraser has been found to be verv productive, and capable of Droducing almost every 
kind of fruit and vegetable to much nerf ection . Its sandy and gravelly soil aids 
self drainage, marshes and stagnant water heinj> very exceptional. 

/CCO'CTOATIO'T o^ TTT. T^OOPH — The arrival of the Detatchment of Royal Engineers 
at \ T ev Westminster dates in April, 1853, and during the following year, that under 
review, thev vers well housed in a permanent structure, capable of commodiously 
containing 60 to 70 nen, a number usuallv in occupation of it during the winter months 
but reduced to a^out 20 in summer, when the working parties were employed in the 
interior destricts, and there living under canvas, two men in a tent. Subsidiary 
to the above barrack accommodation at New Westminster, three huts served for six 
men in each, at a ratio of 840 cubic feet per man. 

The main structure, used as the barrack, consists of one large room built of 
wood, 8^ feet by 37, with a high pitched roof, erected with a view to its being at 
some future period used as a church. Its position on the slope of a hill, about 
ino yards from the bank of the Fraser, and its construction as to doors, windows, & 
secured excellent hygienic conditions—whilst, during winter, it was well warmed by 

large iron stoves* 

Sufficient ablution and bath accommodation had been provided for the convenience 
of the men, their cooking means were perfectly satisfactory, the water supply to 
the camp throughout the year, from wells sunk a few feet, was abundant and 
excellent, the scale of daily rations liberal, and. with ample proportions for. the 
best vegetables. The die taw scale, nreviously set forth in a special report by 
Dr. Seddall, maintained all in health. The working parties employed in the interior, 
exploring and surveying, were rationed generally on salt provisions, but uere 
supplied with fresh meat and vegetables at least two days of each week. For these 
parties lime juice and preserved vegetables were occasionally issued, at the recommen- 
dation of the medical officer, in instances where opportunities of obtaining fresh 
provisions were few. Men thus detached were supplied with a daily ration of rum, 
whilst, at head quarters, malt linuor of good quality was obtainable at the canteen. 

The clothing of the Royal Engineers was found to be admirably suited to the 
climate and the nature of their duties, the suits being of the same well- 
adapted character described in Dr. Seddall 1 s special report before referred t- 
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THE ROYAL ENGKEE^S 

general scope of the duties was of the nost healthgiving character, occupying the 
time with interest, and guards came round to each man not oftener than one night in 
twenty. Pleasing mental recreations were not wanting for the recess of the winter 
season, a theatre was opened in the camp, a club-room and library contributed 
their means of entertainment, and every inducement was held out to the men to 
remain in camp and avoid peculiar temptations, such as the condition of the town 
might be expected to present. The results in the general conduct of the men proved 
most satisfactory, and the medical officer assigns only two cases, during the year, 
in which admission to the hospital took place from disease occasioned by intemperance 

Nothing has to be added this year to the. description of the excellent hospital 
accommodation constructed at the camn , given in the special report published in the 
volume for 1859. The average number of sick in the establishment, mostly from 
surgical contingencies, and rarely actual disease, did not exceed three a day, and 
considering that the ward is allotted to eight patients at the rate of 1,100 cubic 
feet each, the accommodation was more than ample. 

New Advertisements 

LUMBER 
Constantly on hand in New Westminster Lumber Yard a large assortment of 

ROUffl AND DRESSED LUMBER 
— ALSO — 



DOORS MB WINDOWS OF ALL SIZES 

Bills of Lumber cut on the shortest notice , and orders from 
the interior promptly attended to 

J. A. R. HOMER 
New Westminster, Feb, 12th, 1861 » 



PIONEER SALOON 
Mr. J. T. SCOTT 



Has the pleasure of informing his old friends and the travelling 
public generally that he is still to be found at the north-east corner 
of Lytton Square where the thirsty are invited to call and t ry a sample 

of his 

WIKES, ALES AND LIQUORS, 
whfeh *S SwEte~ri SS&if are a r s '^foi as cab be produced in the Colony, 
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN Saturday, July 13, 1363. 

What Have They Done? 

Now that the Royal Engineers have been disbanded, or recalled, the question 
forming our caption may not bo out of place. A finer and more willing body of 
men were never stationed in a British Colony — we say this without any intention 
to flatter — and yet at the expiration of a five years' service it becomes our 
painful duty to ask, what have they done? What value have they given for the 
expenses they have been to the Imperial and the Colonial Governments? How have 
they met the high expectations which the country justly entertained respecting 
them? They were picked men — the flower of that branch of the service to which 
they belong; and yet what service have they rendered to this Colony? For their 
sake and for the sake of the country we deeply regret the replies which common 
honesty compels us to return to these interrogations. 

Three-fourths of the time of the Royal Engineers has been devoted to -work 
for which they were altogether unadapted either by education or practice. They 
have been doing little else than serving a five years 1 apprenticeship as choppers 
laborers and printers, at the expense of the country and to the almost total 
rue gleet of the more important work for which they were sent here. They have 
been playing Bruin during six months of the year, and during the other six they 
have been playing navvy — -work to which they were not accustomed and for which 
they never enlisted. The result is that what they have done is fearfully dis- 
proportionated to the cost of it. Scraps of road, excellent in quality and 
difficult in execution, they have constructed. But the same work could have 
been done by half as many experienced laborers placed under competent Engineers. 
Some of the work will stand long as the everlasting rocks, an enduring monument 
of engineering skill and patient, while others only commemorate blundering folly » 

What could be more absurd than converting a body of Royal Engineers into 
wood choppers? The poor fellows did the best they could; and wonderful progress 
they made at it, although the foolish experiment cost some of their toes, sad 
to say, others their lives. But was it to learn new trades and occupations they 
were sent out? Or were they not rather selected on account of the superior 
engineering and artistic skill they possessed for the pursuit of that profession 
in which such skill would be called into requisition? Such would certainly" 
seem, from a perusal of the Blue Books, to be the considerations by which the 
Imperial Government were actuated in making the choice they did, in alluding 
to which Sir Bulwer Tytton lays particular stress upon the value of their services 
to this new Colony, 

Was there then no field in which they could have pursued their own professsion 
with credit to themselves and advantage to 1he country? A more ample and inviting 
field for such a body of men could hardly be produced in the whole of Her Majesty's 
dominions. There was a Colony of 200,000 square miles, much of it untrodden 
by the foot of a white man, teeming with minerals of every sort for them to 
explore and map outo What has been done with ft he tons of artesian apparatus 
which cost the Imperial Government many thousands? It had been permitted to lie 
and rust; and although coal beds In abundance are known to exist yet not the 
first fathom of boring has been done. Had these men been afforded an opportunity 
of calling into requisition the appliances and scientific skill at their command 
experiments and discoveries of infinite value to the country would have been 
the result. But here we are, at the end of five years, just about as profoundly 
ignorant respecting the vist interior of the Colony as we were at the first, while 
a valuable corps of scientific men have been frittering away valuable time in 
snaggling down trees, grubbing stumps, making pretty gravel walks, nice terraces 
and romantic pleasure grounds instead of doing the important work for which they 
were designed a 

Who is to blame for all this? Has their commanding officer so far forgotten 
his duty to his Sovereign and himself as to give way in idle nonsense, and rob 
the noble body of men he has the honor to command of their esprit de corps ? 



89. 



THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN Saturday, July 18, 1863. 

(What Have They D6ne?) 

No I NO I He has keenly felt the degradation to which the Royal Engineers have 
been subjected while he has discharged the duty which devolved upon him as far 
as circumstances would permit. It is to Mr. Douglas the country stands indebted 
for this pitiful exhibition of supercilioussubversion. Jealous of Colonel Moody^ 
from the verv first he has pursued a uniform policy of depreciating and inutilizmg 
the services" of those under his command- He has persistently refused to permit 
them to be employed in exploring the country, or, indeed, at anything in which 
they might be presumed to excel or make their importance felt. While they have 
been reduced, may we not say degraded, to the position of common laborers and 
carefully kept at work in which they could not display their talents, strangers 
have been employed to explore the country and engineer our roads while inexperienced 
constable and understrappers have been sent to accept the work from contractors. 
When pressed by the Chief Commissioner to allow exploring and surveying parties 
to be told off" and sent out his reply has been, "No. If you send them you may 
pav their expenses out of your own pocket." 

Thus have the Royal Engineers been kept in a false position, their time and 
talents to a great extent sacrificed to the selfish jealousy of a petty tyrant. 
Had the Chief Commissioner been permitted to employ these men as they should 
have been employed and as his own good sense would have dictated we should have 
a very different tale to tell now. But the silly farce is about to close. His 
Excellency has succeeded in having the term of services of this corps curtailed 
which is oerhaps not so much tele regretted when it is remembered how successful 
he has been in neutralizing their usefulness in the Colony* We cannot but regret 
that so fine and deserving a lot of men will be discharged, in a sense, under 
a cloud in so far as their civil service is concerned. But every honest colonist 
who is cognizant of their five years' history in British Columbia will cheerfully 
bear testimony to their willingness and worth, while he will kindly sympathize 
with them in the superci] dous and unmanly treatment to which they have, been 
subjected at the hands of a domineering and incompetent Governor. All will part 
with those who may return to England with regret, while to those who remain in 
the Colony wilJ be accorded a unanimous and hearty welcome. 



DROWNED— An Indian was drowned in the Fraser, near the mouth of the Coquitlam, 
on Wednesday last, from the upsetting of a canoe containing several of them. We 
understand thev were intoxicated at the time, which accounts for the accidento 
The Chief Inspector of Police upon being advised of the affair, dispatched an 
officer tc the encampment on the Coquitlam, for the purpose of ascertaining if 
possible bv whom the liquor was supplied to these Indians, and we are happy to 
be able to" state that one Charles Muller, a cooper, who has taken up a pre-emption 
somewhere above the Pitt River, and who is believed to have been carrying on a 
regular whiskey trade with the Indians, was arrested, pleaded guilty, and was 
fined £ 20, which he at once paid* 

New Advertisements 

COLONIAL BOOK STORE 
Clarkson & Co. have just received an assortment of books on Architecture, Carpentry 
& Joinery, Steam Engines & Boilers, Ship Building, Civil Engineering, Drawing, &c. 
Also a large number of Model Designs for Dwelling Houses, &c, 

COLUMBIA HOTEL 
Columbia Street, 

New Westminster, B.C* 

H. Burr, Proprietor^ 
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To the Editor of the British Columbian 

Dear Sir, — One sentence in your excellent report of the school examination on 
Friday, if left unexplained, may lead to misapprehension by those not acquainted 
with the history o£ the school. Tou give a remark of the teacher to the effect 
that n to Mr. Jamie son was due very much of the credit for* the progress made by the 
scholars in the various branches. " To those who were present and heard the reason, 
the remark was natural enough under the circumstances, viz., inasmuch as I had been 
teaching nearly all the children for nine months previous to the present arrangement, 
which commenced only three months ago. Those ignorant of this might be led to think 
I took a very active part in assisting to conduct the business of the school. Such a 
thought would be the very opposite of the truth. I have been exceedingly anxious 
to guard against such an impression once arising among us lest the prosperity of the 
school might be marred in the slightest degree With our present small and mixed 
population it is of the utmost importance to have unity of action if we are to secure 
the blessing of a good, substantial education for the young; and this we can best 
accomplish by carefully avoiding even the \ery appearance of sectarianism. Not that 
I think sectarianism in itself an evil, but it leads to evil if it leads to divisions 
in such a community as ours, on such a question as education. I have been so very 
anxious on the subject, knowing so well how often bigoted and intolerant clergymen 
have teen the means of breeding discord and disruption where all has been harmony and 
happiness, peace and properity, that at the organization of the school one of the 
"regulations" I proposed and the parents adopted was this:— "The school shall always 
be open to the parents and all others who may wish to visit it; but visitors shall 
not be allowed to interfere with or interrupt the usual business of the school," 
This includes clergymen, and no special provision is made for their accommodation, 
as they have the Sabbaths and the homes of the children, when and where they may 
communicate that knowledge without whihh all else is vain and deceitful. If we wish 
to go on such terms to show our interest in and good wishes for the school, both 
teacher and pupils will heartily welcome us and feel encouraged by our visits, but if 
we choose to "pass by on the other side' 1 because we cannot exercise arbitrary powers 
doubtless they will contrive to get on admirably without us, however much they may 
deplore their loss and pity our imbecility. 

Another proof of my anxiety to see the school non-sectarian, and one that can be 
used by every denomination in the place, and therefore so far successful, is to be 
found in the fact that since the teacher took charge of it I have not once visited it 
or heard a child or class examined. This is perhaps going to extremes, and is certain^, 
not an example I wish to be Imitated by either clergy or laity; but, lest there might 
be a shadow of a suspicion that I ever had, or have, any mere personal or denominational 
interest in the existence and welfare of the school, I have left, as I still intend 
to leave, the whole control and management to the teacher and the Managing ^ School 
Committee, who, I an glad to see, take such a deep interest in its prosperity, 

I hope, Mr. Editor, the importance of the general subject, apart from the present 
personal explanation, will be sufficient apology for the length of this communication. 

Yours very truly, 

R. JAMIESON 

New Westminster, July 6th, 1863. 



aTER-COLQKIAL CRICKET MATCH— The New Westminster eleven go down go down by the Otter 
this morning to play the Victoria eleven, having received a challenge from them some 
time ago. We regret that several of our best players are up the country just now, 
but we feel assured they will give the Islanders a hard run for it, notwithstanding. 
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GAMBLING AED SABBATH DESECRATICft IN CARIBO O 

The openness and extent to which gambling is carried on in Cariboo is matter of 
general remark and surprise. Hight under the lery noses of the officers of the law 
without the slightest show of concealment, are gambling tables daily opened, covered 
with gold and surrounded with professionals and their unsuspecting dupes In almost 
every public house licensed for the sale of liquors these tables are to be seen, and 
are seen , by those whose business it is to suppress such vices; and the very openness 
with which the profession is pursued is the best evidence that it is winked at by 
authority. Judge Begbie and Commissioner O'Reilly, with a numerous staff of baliffs, 
are constantly witnessing this gross violation of the law they are paid for upholding 
and administering and yet, strange to say, no attempt is made to suppress it 

The Holy Sabbath is the great day upon which these blacklegs ply their illegal art, 
and we are assured that upon that day especially it is impossible for any man who stirs 
out of his own cabin at all to be without ocular proof of the existence of the evilo 
The complete immunity enjoyed by these vile characters has been matter of surprise to 
themselves. They have frequently been known to- fixpress their surprise that in a British 
Colony no check whatever has been placed upon gambling. 

We are wont to point to California as a practical illustration of immorality and 
outlawry. But it would be well for us to pluck the beam out of our own efe; for we 
have no hesitation in asserting that in respect to gneral morality, to Sabbath observance 
and to the evil of which we write, California will put us to the blusho With officials 
setting the example in Sabbath desecration and profanity, with organized Government 
bodies deliberately disregarding the obligations of that day with bankers, merchants 
and gamblers doing their chief business upon that day, we even outdo Salifornia, not- 
withstanding all our loud professions and national pretensiousness. 

We are happy to be able to say that these remarks are confined chiefly to the 
interior of the Colony, as the case is somewhat different in the towns upon the Lower 
Fraser, although there is much room for improvement even in them. But in the interior 
there is practically no Sabbath at alio 

Whatever may be said as to the impossibility of observing the Sabbath in Cariboo, 
as respects the traders and the miners, no excuse can be urged in defence of the practise 
of gambling Sabbath day or week day that is illegal and has no right to be tolerated for 
a single moment, and those whose province it is to suppress that as well as other species 
of crime are guilty of a most gross dereliction of duty in thus permitting it to flourish 
in the most open manner right before their eyes; and it is a burning shame and disgrace 
to the Government of British Columbia that such a state of things exists in the country,, 
We have foreigners pointing the finger of scorn at us, and asking tauntingly, "Where is 
your boasted British law of which we have heard so much? H 

We are not of thase who have any sympathy with the cry of impracticability as to the 
observance of the Sabbath in mining countries and communities Great Britain, as a 
nation, has arrived at the mature conviction that the Sabbath is a good, religiously, 
morally and physically, and that its due observance by all communities, in all climates 
and under all circumstances, is not only practicable j both in a pecuniary and mental 
sense; and its due observance is therefore strictly enjoined upon all British subjects 
everywhere „ Cariboo is no exception to this rule. The miner, with his overworked 
body and cBarstrained mind, above all other men meeds the refreshing i?est of one day in 
se"ft©n And were its strict observance enforced amongst the mining community as it 
should have been from the very first, and as it was expected it would be, the moral tone 
of that important portion of our community would be much more elevated than it is. The 
fact is, under the present semi-civilized, inoperative Government, the people are rapidly 
becoming less British in every respects 

We would call upon His Excellency the Governor to enjoin upon Magistrates, Commissionc 
Judges and Constables, the duty of suppressing the crime of gambling everywhere and every 
day, as well as enforcing the proper observance of the Sabbath by setting a fitting 
example themselves and exacting it of others. 
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LIBERTY TO THE SERFS OF COL UMBIA 

The little cloud which we descried away in the distance several months ago now 
hangs over this parched and thirsty land, and even now do we feel the first droppings 
of the shower. We announced last apring that our delegate to England had been 
successful, and that the realization of our long and fondly cherished hopes was 
merely a matter of time. 2& is true that, like famishing men standing over the pot 
waiting its boiling, the time has passed heavily, and some have, meanwhile fainted. 
But though "a watched pot is long in boiling" our political pot has at length 
commenced to boil, as all pots will be patient waiting; and it is satisfactory to 
know that the first scum brought to the surface is that vampire which has, from our 
political birth to the presnt day, been sucking our life-blood, hindering our 
progress, insulting our manhood. 

It is not our present purpose to inflict upon our readers a recitation of the 
wrongs perpetrated by the selfish, incompetent and unscrupulous Bureaucracy by whom 
this Colony has been misgoverned, and for whose special aggrandisement it interests 
have been so systematically, palpably and basely sacrificed. To dwell upon that 
theme has been our unpleasant duty during the last three years; and we shall be 
but too glad to exchange it for a more grateful one, and will, therefore hail with 
pleasure the advent of a new Government respecting which we may hope to have at, 
least something good to say. We would wish to bury, deep in the oblivion of the 
past, with all its wrongs and unpleasant associations, the miserable, grasping, 
selfish clique under whose regime we have suffered so much. 

There is just one point, however, to which we would briefly advert before 
taking leave of this part of the subject. In a despatch from the Duke of Newcastle 
tc thf Hon. M. Cameron, under date of February 10th, we find the following passages 
•'Before long I hope to inform the Colony through the Governor what are the provisions 
of the new Bill and I trust that they will prove satisfactory to all such as seek 
the Happiness, contentment and prosperity of the inhabitants.? Now, making due 
allowance for the well known tardiness of His Grace's movements, the information 
alluded to must surely have reached Mr. Douglas long ere now. Indeed we happen to 
know it did reach His Excellency more than two months ago. Why, then, has this 
information been kept from the people for whom it was intended and to whom it is 
so important? The conduct of the G ove mor in thus suppressing important information 
transmitted through him for the colonists by Her Majesty -s Colonial Minister is 
certainly a high-handed and at the same time a despicable piece of chicanery; and 
yet this act is in strict keeping with his policy from the beginning. _ 

So it would seem Mr. McClure's letter, which was published in the Victoria papers, 
possessed more truth than elegance. It was probably written after dinner, when , 
under the inspiration, he at once gave expression to his detestation of tee-totalism, 
and ••blabbed" what a more experienced diplomatist would have kept to himself. But, 
be that as it may, the sceptical amongst us must now be convinced that when Mr. 
Cameron wrote that he had succeeded in his mission he said no more than the circum- 
stances warranted, and no less than, as our delegate, he had a right to say. His 
assurance in general terms ought to have satisfied every reasonable man, while his 
duty as a diplomatist was, under the circumstances, to leave to the Duke the task 
of informing us respecting details, information out of which we have been cheated 
hv our absented Governor, ,, ^-. 

We are not yet made aware of the provisions of the new Bill, yet upon two cardinal 
points all doubt is set at rest-Mr. Douglas is not to be our Governor and there is 
to be no union of the Colonies; and with these important points settled we will not 
be so difficult to please in respect to details. As respects ourself we did not 
entertain much doubt upon either of feheae points. So soon as we received Mr. 
Cameron-s assurance of success we felt that all was right; for there could have 
been no success unless we were relieved from that incubus which has been the primary 
cause of all our woes—unless we were delivered from a union which would, for a 
time at least, have placed us more fully and helplessly in the hands of a rapacious 
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enemy and heartless rival. . 

It is satisfactory to know that Mr. Douglas is at length to drink the cup of 
his own iniquity. To relieve him "in consideration of his long service," and that 
one year before' the expiration of his term as Governor of this Colony, is a fitting 
ranishment for the gross betrayal of Royal trust— sacrificing the interests of a 
whole Colony for his own private advantage. It is true his dismissal does not 
constitute restitutio^ but with a good government of our own we shall not be very- 
long in outgrowing the ill effects of five years' maladministration—in demonstrating 
to Victoria and to the commercial world the natural advantages of New Westminster 
as a great entrepbt for the British Pacific as well as the terminus of overland 
communication • 
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THE ELECTION 

A meeting of the inhabitants of this District took place, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, in the Court House, at noon on Monday. C. Brew, Esq a , stated that as it had 
been suggested the Court House would prove too small for the occasion, he would 
adjourn to the large hall over Mr. Webster 1 s store, which had been kindly offered , 
Accordingly, at half past 12 o'clock the proceedings were opened in the hall by 
Mr. Brew, who read the circular from the Colonial Secretary instructing him to 
ascertain the views of the inhabitants. He then said that he would leave it entirely 
in the hands of the people as to the mode of choosing their representative, suggesting 
that it would be desirable to appoint a Chairman and Committee to conduct the business, 
and that to such Chairman would be delegated the powers which he himself possessed 
for the occasion. This proposition was received with loud applause and Capt. Cooper 
was elected to act as Chairman and Returning Officer* He took the chair amidst loud 
applause and before proceeding to business expressed a hope that the meeting would 
so conduct themselves as that it might afterwards be pointed to as the most orderly 
meeting which had taken place in Mew Westminster, and appealed to every British 
subject in the room to support the Chair in enforcing good order, lfri W. D. Harris 
having been appointed Secretary, the series of resolutions passed at the public 
meetings .on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings and published in these columns were, 
after some discussion, adopted as the basis of the election, with the single amend- 
ment of three months residence instead of six months, thereby making the qualification 
for voters read as follows:— "A resident British subject living in the town or 
District three months prior to election, being the lessee of a 1 12 rental or pro- 
prietor of a £ 20 freehold. Pre-emption with occupation, to be considered as 
ownership." This resolution caused a considerable amount of discussion, Mr. Scott 
speaking in favor of universal suffrage, and Mr. Clarkson, Mr, Cormack and others 
speaking against. It was, however, ultimately carried unanimously. 

Mr. J, A. R. Homer was then proposed by Mr. John Cooper, and seconded by Mr. 
W. J. Armstrong as a fit and proper person to represent this District in the 
Legislative Council, the mover making some very pertinent remarks respecting the 
qualifications necessary for that position under existing circumstances. Mr. Clark- 
son followed with a telling and most able speech, reviewing the political history 
of the <aan±idatos, and adducing several stubborn and most unpalatable facts in Mr 
Holbrook' s history to prove his unfitness on account of his vascillating character. 
He contrasted with it the sterling consistent character of Mr. Homer. His speech 
was received with immense applause, and evidently told upon the audience. At this 
stage of the proceedings Mr. Scott again addressed the meeting, making a strong 
appeal to them to return Mr. Homer by acclamation, in whose favor he retiredo 
Mr. Holbrook and his party took alarm at this unexpected turn of affairs and stoutly 
protested against such a course, 

Mr. Holbrook was then proposed by Mr. Ross and seconded by Mr. Drew as a fit 
and proper person to represent the District. Neither mover nor seconder attempted 
to make a speech. A division of the house was then called for, when there appeared 
to be at least four to one in favor of Mr. Homer a result which elicited loud 
cheering on the part of his friends. A poll was demanded on behalf of Mr. Holbrook, 
and as there were a number of voters from the country it was decided to open a poll 
immediately for their accommodation, closing at 5 o'clock opening again on the 
following day at 10 o'clock, and finally closing at 1 o'clock, P. M. Mr. Clarkson 
and Mr. Drew were appointed a Committee to assist the Returning Officer in conducting 
the business. At 5 o'clock there were found to be 45 votes polled for Mr. Homer 
and 34 for Mr. Holbrook. 
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TUESDAY 

The poll opened at 10 o' clock, and Mr. Homer steadily kept the lead until it 
closed at 1 o'clock, when he was declared duly elected by 11 of a majority; the 
number of votes being 58 for Mr. Holbrook and 69 for Mr. Homer. The announcement 
was received with vociferous cheering on the one hand and long faces on the other 
Mr. Homer made a few remarks, thanking his friends for their support, and for the 
honor they had conferred upon him by selecting him as their representative in the 
Legislative Council; and, he hoped they would have no reason to regret the choice 
they had made. He stated that he did not enter the Council for the purpose of 
creating a factious: opposition, but with the intention of supporting all measures 
which he believed would prove beneficial to the Colony, whether they emanated from 
the Heads of Departments, the Magistrates, or the Members selected from the people; 
at the same time opposing that which would be detrimental to the same. He trusted 
that when they were again called together to elect Members to represent them in the 
Council of this Colony it would be under a constitution more agreeable to the wants 
and requirements of the people, promising to use his utmost endeavors to effect 
this change at as early a date as possible. He closed his 3e marks by inviting both 
parties to partake of a luncheon which was provided for them at the Colonial Hotel. 
Mr. Holbrook next addressed the electors, and entered his protest against the election 
upon a number of grounds, which we may notice further. A vote of thanksto the 
Chairman for the able and impartial manner in which he conducted the business was 
put and carried with loud applause. 

THE LUNCHEON 

A party of about 60 of the electors sat down to a splendid luncheon provided 
by the successful candidate, Mr. J. A. R. Homer, at the Colonial Hotel. After doing 
ample justice to the viands the following toasts were given: 

"The Queen," by the Chair; b 

"The Prince and Princess of Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family," by the 

Mayor; 

"British Columbia," by Capt. Cooper, responded to by Mr. Scott. 

"Our Representative, Mr. Homer," by Mr. Armstrong. Mr. Homer replied, stating 
that he hoped by next October they would be able to elect two representatives for 
the city and one for the District. 

Mr. Homer proposed "The Mayor and Corporation of Few Westminster," responded 
to by the Mayor, followed by Mr. Manson, Mr. John Cooper and Mr. Armstrong. 

"The health of the defeated Candidate," by Capt. Cooper. 

"The Hyack Company," by Mr. J« Ramage, responded to by Capt. Scott and Mr. Jo 

Murray. 

"The Pioneers os British Columbia, 1 ' by Dr. Jones, responded to by Mr. Clarkson— 

a telling speech, eliciting much applause „ 

"The Ladies of British Columbia," by Mr. Hannah, responded to by Dr. Jones. 

1t The Press," by Dr. Jones, responded to by Mr. Robson. 

"The Returning Officer," by Mr. Armstrong, responded to by Capt. Cooper 

"The Pioneer Agriculturalists," responded to by Mr. 3„ He Atkins. 

"The health of the Miners of British Columbia," coupled with the name of Mr. Syme. 



PUBLIC MEETING 



A public meeting of the electors of this District, called by the Mayor in 
pursuance of a requisition signed by a number of citizens, was held in the Hyack 
Hall on Saturday evening. The chief object of the meeting was to allow Mr. Holbrook 
an opportunity of refuting certain characteristics made against him^to the effect 
that at a meeting held at the IL treat near the R. E. Camp, on the previous evening, 
he had expressed himself contrary to the sentiments contained in resolutions passed 
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on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, and which he supposed Mr. Holbrook thought 
proper to absent himself from the meeting, but was represented by Mr. Fisher and 
Mr. Tranfield. Mr. W. J. Armstrong stated to the meeting what had fallen from the 
lips ©f Mr. Holbrook at the Gamp,, and although contradicted by Mr. Fisher, was 
fully supported by two other gentlemen, when a resolution was carried almost unani- 
mously to the effect that the meeting was fully satisfied with the truth of the 
charges of political tergiversation gainst Mr. Holbrook. Several speakers occupied 
the attention of the meeting, amongst others Capt. Cooper, who expressed his surprise 
that a gentleman for whom he entertained the highest regard socially should so 
stultify himself. He also took occasion to allude to the cry of "Canadian clique, » 
which had been raised by Mr. Holbrook's party— a cry which he could not find language 
sufficiently strong to deprecate. He looked upon all who come here, from whatever 
part of Her Majesty's dominions, as British subjects equally with himself. To prove 
further the utter unjustifiableness of the cry, he shewed that out of the twenty 
signers of Mr. Homer's requisition only two were Canadians 1 After some more 
talking the meeting which was a very large one, was adjourned, 

~ — -— *- ^— 

To the editor of the British Columbian 

Sir —The readers of the British Columbian must observe with pleasure the course 
which our capital has taken on the promulgation of the Governor's letter respecting 
the new Council shortly to be called into existence. The recognition by the people 
of British Columbia at the outset of their political freedom, of the paramount 
necessity of some property qualification, and the outspoken opposition in these 
days to everything like "universal suffrage," must give great pleasure to British 
Columbia, one earnestly hopes, as well as satisfaction to the Duke of Newcastle 
and Her Majesty's advisers. 

Under the circumstances which have just transpired in New Westminster, of the 
Duke's programme of a Council being accepted and prepared for, I would suggest a 
move further whdfflh it seems to me would be both seemly and right, and due to the 
Home authorities; I mean a vote of thanks for the main features of our petition 
being granted. Upon the points of a new Governor resident in British Columbia, and 
entire separation of British Columbia and Vancouver Island there has been unanimity 
of sentiment, I believe, ever since the movement for these points was first made; 
and recent events in connection with the British Columbia essay have tended to bring 
out this act in a very marked way. There has been a difference of opinion upon the 
nature and limits of the Popular Assembly which British Columbia required; some 
wished the full blown representation and would be satisfied with nothing Ifcsa; many 
signed these petitions containing this clause, not because they agreed with it, but 
because they thought something would be given where they knew well that the whole 
animal was too big to find any footing in British Columbia, while others, without 
committing themselves, wished some modification; of autocracy. The Council which 
is now to be convened may not be perfect, sir, it might have been more liberal^ 
not offended our constitutional fears, but something is a^eat deal better than 
nothing, and I think we may return thanks. The Duke of Newcastle has not had an 
easy part to perfom in occupying the Judge's seat. That he has not been swayed 
to our cost by union advice is clear enough. Now, sir, would it not beat least 
gracious for New Westminster to acknowledge with thanks what has been given? It 
is really almost as much as we want or require with our small British population 
and contiguity to republicanism run mad. Such a move would not be amiss when there 
have been so many gpowls, and just ones, forwarded through the Governor to the 

Colonial Office. 

I am, Sir, 

TotLrs obediently, 
A. D. PRINGIE. 
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THE DINNER TO COL. MOODY AND THE OFFICERS OF THE ROYAL ENGINEERS 

The complimentary dinner given to Colonel Moody and the officers of the Royal 

Engineers came off en Thursday evening at the Colonial Hotel, and was a great and 
happy success, the absence and opposition of all the Sovernment officials, wxth 
the exception of four, to the contrary notwithstanding* It is, perhaps, one of 
the most extraordinary and ungraceful acts which these officials, as a class, could 
have been guilty of, under all the circumstances, to absent themselves from a 
complimentary demonstration given by the people to these distinguished officers 
upon the eve of their departure to England, after a five years* residence amongst us. 
During that five years these gentlemen have become most intimately identified with 
the rise and progress of the Colony in general and New Westminster in particular, 
and it would, indeed, be difficult for the uninitiated to comprehend how it is 
that officials who have been constant recipients of the hopitality and kindly 
intercourse of these gentlemen could thus stand aloof from such a fitting compliment 
as was paid to them on Thursday evening. Whether it was that they were. actuated 
in thus absenting themselves, by a desire to gratify the vindictive feelings of a 
Governor or whether they considered themselves to© good to unite with the people 
in awarding a just meed of praise to the Colonel and his officers, we do not presume? 
to decide; but whichever was the motive they are entitled to our pity; and our 
only regret is that they should have thought proper to adopt a course so well 
calculated to raise a wall of undue and unhappy distinction between themselves and 
the people from whom, after all, they receive T,heir "bread and butter," and to whom 
they will doubtless, ere long, be responsible. It is, however, a most gratifying 
feature of the case that although they not only absented themselves but endeavored 
to interfere with the demonstration it was a complete success arid their absence 
did harm to no one but themselves. The table was filled— nay, crowded, and had 
any more come there would not have been room for them; and the Colonel and his 
officers had the gratification of receiving the most incontrovertible evidence 
that, however hollow and unreal official friendship might prove, they live in the 
great heart of the people and carry with them to England their best wishes and 
warmest esteem. We have said that four of the officials were present, and it is 
due to these gentlemen that their names should be placed on record, in order that 
they may stand out in happy contrast with those who stayed away. Capt c Copper, 
Harbor Master, Messrs, Claudet and Bacon of the Assay Department, and Mr. John 
Cooper, Chief Clerk of the Treasury, are the honorable exception. 

One happy feature of the dinner was the presence of five clergymen, representing 
the three protestant denominations of the Colony, thus paying a most graceful 
compliment to the Colonel and his officers in respect of the moral and religious 
influence they have exerted while in this Colony. The Chair was occupied by the 
Mayor, supported on the right by Colonel Moody, R.E* Lieut, Palbner and Dr. Seddall, 
and on the left by the Venerable the Archdeacon Wright, as the representative of 
his Lordship the Bishojr of Columbia, by Captc Grant and CapU Parsons. The Vice- 
Chair was occupied by Mr Homer, Legislative Councillor for the City and District 
of Hew Westminster supported on the right by Mr* Holbrook, and on the left by 
Captc Cooper. The viands and wines, prepared by the Messrs,, Grelley, were of 
a character at once creditable to the Colonial Hotel and worthy of the occasion — ^ 
they were superb, and after the most ample justice had been done them, the following 
toasts were proposed and responded to in a more or less felicitous manner: 
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— (The ti inner to Col. Moody) 

"The Queen," from the Chair „ 

"The Prince and Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal Family," from 

the Vice-Chair. 

"The Governor," from the Chair. u^h-,, u t? 

"The Army and Navy," from the Vice-Chair, responded to by Col. Moody, R.E., 
and Capt. Hakinge, R.N. followed by the -Red, White and Blue,- by Mr. D. 

Rama ^ol. Moody and the Officers of the Royal Engineers," from the Chair, 
responded to in a most appropriate and happy manner by the gallant Colonel, 
Eapt. Grant, Capt. Parsons, Capt. Luard Lieut Palmer and Dr JrttaU. 
The speech of the Colonel, being the most important of the occasion, we 
aDDend a brief epitope of it. 

Mr PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN— We deeply appreciate the honor now done 
to us by you all. It is the more gratifying as I see this gathering is 
so entire^ composed of the independent members of the <— nity--en free 
to exoress openly and fully what they think, and to act as they feel. Testi 
monies from Kch a source, and expressions of goodwill from such men are 
peculiarly gratifying, and I can assure you, fully appreciated by my brother 

"^irregard^if , I wish you to know how greatly I am indebted to each 
individual officer serving under me. It is from their co-operation that 
comelso much of what has won the good wishes, the valuable testimony and 
the kindness manifested on this occasion. Where should I have been without 
5y vaSable friend and officer, Capt. Grant? His figure up country with 
shirt sleeves tucked up (laughter) is familiar to all. Setting sample of 
Personal energy as well as skill in directing and his friendly cheerfulness 
aTbonno™: Z all occasions, everywhere to all, ^»™S£**?±^. 
r^nt Parsons' hieh scientific attainments how deeply am I indebted? (.Great, 
applause ) Lieutf PaSer ■ s assistance has proved to me his remark^ le talents 
SS acquirements", which, combined, cannot fail to lead him to ^incUon in 
whatever position he may be placed. (Enthusiastic applause. Dr. Seddall 
you aS taow He is i^ividually known in the Colony and universally beloved. 

(APP ^uch e are the officers by whom I have been assisted, and, gentlemen, how 
very ^uch indeed is due to^he intelligent high class f'""^™^ 
have served under the command of these officers and myself. We ?«£«« J 1 X 
feel greatly indebted to them. They are now among you in the Colony, Part 

being specially selected for the peculiar service imposed upon them in this 
Colony "It waa an experiment, gentlemen, a novelty, mingling thus military 
and civil duties. HowV it has met what was sought for by the a*"™"* 
ana C J- V ^- " natural and as was my duty, kept the 

military ^ forest LTiS. and, it is M*^***^ tT 
faction I can reflect on that part of our service in British Columbia. Yon 
have been Besses throughout^ our discipline, -J jtth. ^- how 
we-soldiers-have borne ourselves in our social rel;lt ^ s f w ^/n a rt K e 
applause.) Some anxiety was felt on the probable result of this part of the 
extent. I had no fear. I had full confi dence from the begi nning in the 
class of men I have had the honor tie command. I knew what they were. I knew 
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well how they would act, and in this I have not been mistaken. 

With respect to the peculiar trials, difficulties and embarrassments through 
which we have striven, I think I may say more particularly those difficulties 
that have borne so heavily on myself, I refrain from particularizing. It would 
be unbecoming in me to do so, and is not necessary. It was part of the service 
to be undertaken, and I merely make this passing allusion for the purpose of 
expressing how greatly I have been cheered throughout by confidence in me and 
goodwill of so many continually manifested towards me. But our duties will not 
end here. We shall ever feel the deepest interest in the Colony, and wherever 
we may go we shall always gladly avail ourselves of every opportunity to add 
our humble aid in advancing its prosperity and removing erroneous opinions 
regarding it. (Applause.) #or myself, my functions as Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works will cease when I embark for England, but from that moment I 
can be, and I shall be, more truly a British Columbian than ever, (Loud and 
prolonged applause.) , 

Tte speaker them proceeded to sketch the past history from the arrival of 

the corps in this Colony: 

The carefulness with which the site of the Capital of the Colony was 
selected is known to you'b I would mention, however, how much is due to Capt. 
Richards of the Royal Navy. The advantages of New Westminster as a commercial 
Port for sea-going vessels arewll known to him for he examined it with that 
scrupulous care so characteristic of him. I have the satisfaction also of 
mentioning that the Governor has expressed his favorable opinion in the highest 
terms. He stated emphatically that for a great city he considered it the very 
finest site on the Pacific side of this Continent. The difficulties to contend 
against have been very great, and complicated, but they are over now My anxiety 
on this head ceased as soon as the Municipal Council was established, and they 
entered on this work, I knew the city's future was then safe. (Loud Applause.) 
We leave you at the closing scene of the first era in this Colony's history, k 
new era is at hand, and I have no doubt an increased impetus will be given to 

its prosperity. 

I abstain from any observations of a political tendency, but I may congratulate 
you very heartily on the rules you yourselves so wisely laid down for your 
guidance in this City and District in selecting and submitting to the Governor's 
approval your non-official member in the Council that is to be. I am not 
acquainted with all the gentlemen who have been selected for the Colony. But 
two I do know well, viz: the gentlemen selected for New Westminster, and the 
selection made by Douglas and Lillooet. You could not have two better men, 
who would more earnestly and faithfully enter upon their work for the true future 
welfare of British Columbia. This act of yours in laying down such rules for 
your own guidance is a most significant and important FACT; a fact, be assured, 
that will have the greatest weight with those able, discriminating minds elsewhere 
in forming a judgment of you. Here followed excellent advice on the importance^ 
of facts by which sound opinion may be formed by the Government, Home and Colonial 
in weighing the value of the accumulating mass of evidence continually laid 
before them: I think right also to mention that your present Governor has 
expressed himself to me as desirous of seeing the representation system established 
here at the earliest practicable period and he recognizes fully the advantages 
which will accrue to the whole community. (Expressions of doubt ) 

While in England it will be a source of the greatest pleasure to afford 
information and aid in any way I can be of service to advance the great work of 
overland communciation from the Eastern side. From the date of commencement of 
that work, fairly under way, will dawn the glorious future of this great Colony 
that is to be. (Applause.) 

Allusion was then made to the advantages likely to flow from the Agricultural 
Society recently established, showing that it is in the early history of a Colony 
when theiarmers are scattered and struggling against numerous difficulties, 
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that such organizations are most needed. He concluded by saying: I sit down 
thanking you on the part of my brother Officers and myself for the honor done 
to us, and for the great kindness so continually shown to us by all classes in 
British Columbia from the very commencement of our residence among you to the 
last hour. (Prolonged and enthusiastic applause.) 

After the above toasts were got through with the following volunteer toasts 
were proposed and responded to: The Municipal Council of New Westminster by 
Col. Moody, accompanied with a few appropriate and complimentary remarks, and 
responded to bv the President, Mr. Holbrook, and Mr. Clarkson, the last speaker 
running on for some time in a most humorous and amusing vein; The Press, by 
Capt. Cooper, responded to by Mr. Robson; The Clergy, by Mr. Clarkson, res- 
ponded to bv the Venerable Archdeacon Wright and the Rev. R. Jamie son, from 
both of whom fell some most happy and excellent remarks; The British North 
American Provinces, by Mr. Armstrong, responded to by Mr. "anson in an eloquent 
speech; Trade and Commerce by Mr. Robson, responded to by Mr. Amistrongin 
a very interesting and appropriate speech; The Agriculturalists of British 
Columbia by Mr. W. E. Cormack, responded to by Mr. Hn. Ross, who, in the course 
of his remarks made some very interesting statements respecting the agricultural 
resources of the Lower Fraser; and last not least, The Ladies by Mr. Hanson 
responded to by Mr. Holbrook in his usual happy style. The closing performance 
was the singing of Auld Lang Syne, all standing and joining hands round the 
table, and the National Anthem, ever sung with a hearty good will by Britons 
wherever found. As the party dispersed three hearty cheers were given respec- 
tively for Capt. Hardinge, R.N., and Colonel Moody and his Officers. Thus 
terminated the most happy, the most harmonious and, we can safely say, the 
most rational and hearty public dinner party which we have ever had the pleasure 
to attend in this country,. 






